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Urchfont
Devizes
SN10 45H

Your Ref: BB/2014/01 : 30 October 2015

Ms Barbara Burke
Rights of Way
Wiltshire Council
County Hall
Bythesea Road
Trowbridge

BA14 8IN

Dear Ms Burke
Re: Application to add a footpath to the definitive map & statement in Urchfont

I have seen the Order proposing a footpath following a route from Blackboard Lane at Top Green,
Urchfont, through the grounds of Urchfont School to the playing fields, and would like to support
this footpath order.

I have not completed a ‘User Evidence Form' in the past, but can confirm that I regularly used this

footpath when grandchildren came to visit and we went to the play equipment in the playing fields.
Since the gate was locked and the path closed, I now have to take my young grandchildren round

Cuckoo Corner to get to the playing fields.

There is no safe access to the playing fields any more, or to the new track that leads to Qakfrith
Wood. Cuckoo Corner is a dangerous corner, being a sharp bend with no pavements and at a
junction with farm traffic.

I feel the Right of Way was a valuable community asset and it was closed without any public
consultation and without the provision of a safe atternative. I would however suggest that the
proposed path should run along the rear boundary of the houses at Top Green and then on to the
school driveway.

Yours sincerely

Marion Whitehead (Mrs)



rke Barbara

From; S e Marion Whitehea

Sent: 30 Qctober 2015 16:49

To: Burle, Barbara

Subject: Proposed new Rights of Way Order
Attachments: Footpath.doc

Dear Ms Burke

| attach a letter regarding the proposed new Rights of Way in Urchfont.

Regards, Marion Whitehead






Urchfont
Devizes
SN1G 45k

Ms Barbara Burke
Rights of Way
Wiltshire Council
County Hall
Bythesea Road
Trowbridge

BA14 BIN

19-11-15
Dear Ms Burke,
Re: BB/2014/01 - Application to add a footpath to the definitive map and statement in Urchfont

I was unaware of the opportunity to complete a "User Evidence Form” in the past but write to support the proposed
Order for a footpath from Blackboard Lane through the grounds of Urchfont School to the village playing field.

~ing lived here for the past sixteen years and previously used this path without restriction, I was confused - quite
some time ago - when the gate started being locked. Following the sale of Urchfont Manor, my route to the playing
field and now, the new track to Oakfrith Wood, has to be via Cuckoo Corner and Crookwood Lane. I am sure you are
aware this narrow road, without pavements and running past a farm entrance, is heavily used by today’s massive
tractors which are usually towing trailers or other agricultural eguipment. The road also carries many ordinary vehicles
whose speed into the village is only reduced by a right angle bend since the 30 mph limit sign, just a few yards away,
has little effect. I work with the village's Community Speed Watch team and so tend to take greater notice of traffic
movement. Unfortunately, the proposed 20 mph limit for the village will be treated - by many drivers - with the same
disdain as the current 30 and 40 mph limits. Walking the Cuckoo Corner / Crookwood Lane route is not a care-free
experience, especially with a dog and / or our grandchildren.

In Redhorn News, the school has stated access will be denied “only from 9.15 am to 3.00 pm” and on “52% of the
days of the year”. For those who had enjoyed unrestricted access, 100% of the days in a year, T would suggest
this “only” amounts to a virtual block on established use, particularly now when daylight hours are much fewer.

People need a safer way of reaching the playing field and Qakfiith. At this time and given its past history,
the proposed path is the most practical option.

Yours sincerely,

Colin Whitehead
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'"@mﬁm, Barbara

Fromm: Patrick

Seat: 26 Cctober 2015 17:57

To: Burke, Barbara

Subject: Fw: Urchfont School - Right of Way to Playing Filed
Attachments: Urchfont School-ROW PW's suggestion.pdf

From: Patrick
Sent: Monday, October 26, 2015 5:41 PM
To: barbera. burke@wiltshire.gov. Lk

Subject: Urchfont School - Right of Way to Playing Filed

Good afternoon Mrs Burke
further to your letter and my earlier comment § wish to comment further.

My eldest son attended Urchfont School from 1982 and from that time [ used the access from the top Green
and it was never shut.

This right of way should be maintained as it gives safe access to the playing fields at all times avoiding the
dangerous Cuckoo Corner.

[ have attached your plan annotated to show how [ think the ROW should run avoiding the part of the
playing field used by pupils in school time.

best regards

Patrick Wheatley

Cuckoo Corner
Urchfont



Church Lane
Urchfont
SWNIG 40T

24/11/15

Ms B Burke,

Rights of Way, Waste and Environment
Wiltshire County Hall

Bythesea Road

Trowbridge

Wiltshire

BA4 BIN

Dear Ms Burke,

I wish to object to the Order that has been made for a Public Right of Way through Urchfont Primary School. [ have
lived i the village since 2001 and in that time it was made clear to me by existing villagers that the alley way from the
Top Green was for children to aceess the schiool and was not a right of way. | always used the permissive path through
The Manor or walked round Cuckoo Corner and as far as T was aware so did other people,

When | later became a governor of the school and was required o visit the school on business 1 did use the alley way
but was required to press the buzzer for access as the gate was lacked and could only be opened by the school office
staff. When 1 left the school it was necessary for the office staif to Tet me out as the gate was locked automatically once
T had entered the school grounds.

it never entered my mind that this would be anything other than an access 1o the school as the path ends in the school
yard and you are obviously on school premises. Indeed there have been occasions went 1 used the path on school
business and once through the gate T was aware that there were children using the immediate owtside space for their
lessons.

Yours sincerely




Chureh Lane
Urchiont
SNI1L 40T

24751715

Ms I Burke,

Rights of Way, Waste and Environment
Wiltshire County Hall

Bythesea Road

Trowbridge

Wilishire

3A14 8IN

Dear Ms Burke,

[ wish to abject o the Order that has been made for a Public Right of Way through Urchifont Primary School. | have
lived in the vitlage since November 2010 and since then T have never used the passageway 1o the school as | believed
that this was for the sole use of children having access to the school. T was under the distinet impresston from other
people who lived i the village that this was not a right of way and that they used the permissive path throngh the
srounids of the Manor or watked on the road around Cuckoo Corner, which is always the way I have walked to Oaldrith
wood,

{ would feel distinctly uncomfortable having access through school grounds when children were ouiside and clearly
there would be safeguarding issues should any members of the public have regular access through the schoo! grounds.

Yours sincerely,

John Waison



Clerle Mr Bob Lunn

2, Urohfont

evizes, Wiitshire, SNI0 SRU
Tel 01380 qq8737

A 3 rET

Email clerkourohiont-ne. goy, uk

165 Nevember 2015

fBarbara Burke,
County Hall,
Bythesea Road,
Trowbridge,
Witishire

BA14 B

Near Barbars,

Reference Urchfont School Public Right of Way — Ref 2044701

The Urchfont Parish Coundll would like to formally support the principle of the PROW Qrder ref 2014/01, but
give notice that:-

We would seald to have part of this PROW edinguished (between points B and C) in favour of an alternative
route around the edge of the school grounds that would meet up with the path to Oakfrith Wood, We believe
that this would stilt meet the requiraments of the PROW by giving full access to the plaving felds, but via the
safest route. We feel that such & route would be a significant asset to the village and, most importantly,
provide a safe route belween our Top Green and Oakdrith Wood during all hours.

The UPC would ke to stress our main objective: to work fogether with all parties to develop an alternative
propasal which:

meets the requirements of the PROW but via & route acceptable to all partiss,

follows the School Boundary line and does not end n the middle of Schioot property,

has minkmal impact on the space currently available for School use,

does not compramise school safety and could potentially improve on the current position,
meets all statutory requirements,

W L g e

The working party hope to come up with an alternative route that will be acceptable to all partles should the
PROW be confirmed, The UPC will then also sesk approval from the residents of Urchfort by means of g public
meeting prior to formal submission, and prior to any future public enguiry.

Yours sincersly,

g T
Ehavict Mottram B Donglc
Chysiranan Wice-Chatrmnan
Lirehfont Parish Spuneit Lirehiont Poarish Coanmell



Devizes
SN1O 1PJ
17th November 2015

Ms B Burke

Rights of Way, Waste and Environment,
Wiltshire council,

county Hall,

Bythesea Road,

Trowbridge,

Wiltshire

BA14 8JN

Dear Ms Burke,

Re Obijection to the Application to add a footpath to the definitive map
through Urchfont school grounds

fam writing 10 object to the Order on the grounds that the stated path has never been a Public Right of Way.
Fhave been employed by the school from 1999 as a teacher to present date.

My recoltection from 1999 is that the gate at the school end of the path had a bolt at the top on the school side.
During the school day this bolt was always locked. | recall times when we would walk the children to Church etc
and a member of staff, me included, would put their hand over the top of the gate on exit and on return to school
to secure the site. On one occasion, | witnessed through my classroom window, a parent {with some difficulty as
the gate is approx 5 % ft high)climbing over the gate which was bolted at the time. When i first came to the
school | recalt that the gate was padlocked by the headteacher during holidays.

There were signs at both ends of the path which indicated that this was the entrance to the schoot and no
unauthorised access. Also on the playing fieid and playground. | remember one year the signs were vandalised
and removed and the school office had to order new ones.

During the school day teachers including myself would challenge any person who was not on school business and
ask them to teave the school grounds. This was not a regular occurrence because | believe that the Urchfont

Community understand that the school path and grounds are not a public right of way.

yours sincerely,

Fiona Underwood (Mrs)



14" Qctober 2015

Barbara Burke

Definitive Map and Highway Records Team lLeader
Waste and Environment

Wiltshire Council, County Hall

Bythesea Road

Trowbridge

Wiltshire

BA 14 8IN

pDear Madam,

Application to add a footpath to the definitive map and statement in Urchfont

Your reference: BB/2014/01 dated *th October 2015

I confirm receipt of your letter at reference, and attachments, which advises of your conclusion
to issue an order to add a public right of way through the grounds of Urchfont Primary School.
The board of governors wishes to advise you that, having taken specialist advice, it is our
considered opinion that legitimate grounds exist to raise objections to the order and it is our firm
intention to do so by 30" November.

Yours faithfully

Anya V\fétsem
Chair of Governors
Urchfont Cof & Primary School
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URCHFONT CHURCH OF ENGLAND PREMARY SCHOOL,

o Ifakey is lost it should be reported immediately to allow the locks to be changed

and keys re-issued.
o A key audit should be performed annually.

Unauthorised use of school faciiities

¢ Signs will be placed indicating that the play equipment and the playground are not
to be used outside of school hours.

e CCTV will be used to collect evidence of unauthorised use of school premises,
and signs that # is in use should be displayed.

Date for review
Tanuary 2006

Page 2 of 2 Site Seenrity & Visitor Contiol
Updated March 2005
Mersion 11
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URCHFONT CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL

Site Security & Visitor Control

STATEMENT OF INTENT

® Thus procedure acts as a supplement to the “Security Procedures™ section of the
“Health and Safety Manual for Schools”.

@ It shouid be read and acted upon in conjunction with the Health and Safety Manual.

Visitors

¢ Gates will be kept closed

e All visitors will be directed towards the main door and reception by the use of
signs at all possible entrances to school grounds .

¢ All Authorised Visitors will be issued with a badge by reception staff

o All members of staff should be instructed to challenge anyone encountered on
school premises whom they do not recognise as a legitimate visitor. Such people
should be required to produce evidence of their identity and account for their
presence. If they are unable to do so satisfactorily, they should be escorted to the
Reception Area or to the Headteacher, where the purpose of their visit may be
confirmed. If the latter course is chosen, the reason for it should be clearly
explained - legitimate visitors should not mind.

® Under no circumstances should visitors be permitted to remove items of property
or the property of staff, unless the person witnessing the event has personal
knowledge of the visitors’ identity and their authority to do so. Walk-in thieves,
sometimes under the guise of ‘equipment repair personnel’ can be extremely
plausible in manner and appearance, and staff need to be aware of the dangers.

Cash Handling

e A}l cash will be stored within a safe .

Valuable Property

e All valuable property will be marked both visibly and invisibly to aid recovery
should it be stolen.

Personal Property

« All personal property will be Jocked in the staff room

Key Control

¢ A log of all permanent and temporarily issued keys will be kept in the school
office,

Page 1 of 2 St Securily & Visitor Conirol
Updated March 2003
Version 1.4
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From examination of the high, six foot gate that bars the path as it crosses into the school grounds, it can
be clearly seen that the bolt has been in place and used for many years. In addition, signs erected on
entry to the school path from the top green stating that the path was for pedestrian access only. It has
never been possible to overcome the gate without some considerable use of force. The only way to
overcome the locked gate was to either scrabble over it or deliberately unbolt the bolt on the school side
of the gate that was not visible to the general public who walked down the school path. No-one other
than school staff had permission to unbolt the gate. Therefore access was by scrabbling over or acting
without permission and with considerable force by unlocking the unseen bolt.

As head teacher, my justified concerns on this order extend beyond the points made above and include
loss of limited outside learning space and fire evacuation points being drastically reduced. However, 1 feel
it should be noted that OFSTED in their report "Inspecting Safeguarding in Early Years, education and
skills settings" - August 2015 -pg 7 state that “Safeguarding is not just about protecting children, learners
and vulnerable adults from deliberate harm, neglect and failure to act. It relates to broader aspects of
care and education, including; children's and learner's health and safety and well —being” and that
“appropriate arrangements to ensure children's and learner's security, taking into account the local
~ontext.” It is stated that “The signs of successful safeguarding arrangements - include Children and
learners are protected and feel safe".

On page 11 - “Inspectors will want to consider evidence that:
» leaders, governors and supervisory bodies(where appropriate) fulfil legislative requirements, such
as those for disability, safeguarding, and health and safety
e appropriate arrangements are made with regards to health and safety to protect staff and learners
from harm
» the setting's premises provide a safe learning environment with secure access.”

I would like Wiltshire County Councit who as the Local Authority are the supervisory body of this school to
consider if this order is allowed to proceed, whether they are fulfilling legislative requirements for
safeguarding, protecting from harm and the health and safety of 117 pupils and 15 staff who currently
attend or work at Urchfont CE Primary school. These pupils and staff have the right to a safe learning
environment with a secure access. If this order is allowed to proceed and the general public given the
right to enter the gate along the school path accessed from the Top Green at any time, then a safe
learning environment with a secure access will be declined to them which is a right that all who learn or
work at Urchfont should be allowed.

Yours faithfully,

Mrs C. E Talbot
(Head Teacher)

CC — Ms Claire Perry, MP
Dave Clarke ~ Head of School Effectiveness
Clare Medland — Head of School Place Commissioning
Nicola Bennett — Safeguarding
Clara Davies — School Place Planning




10" November 2015

Ms B Burke

Rights of Way, Waste and Environment,
Wiltshire Council,

County Hall,

Bythesea Road,

Trowbridge,

Witshire

BA14 8IN

Dear Ms Burke,

Thank you for your letter dated 8% QOctober 2015 informing me as head teacher of Urchfont CE Primary
School that an order should be made under section 53 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 to add
the claimed path to the definitive map.

I object to this order and state that it is my belief that there is not and never has been a right of way on
the claimed path through the school grounds for the general public to use for twenty-four hours per day,
seven days each week,

I have been head teacher of the school since 1% September 2011, During that time, I have received
requests to use the school path from the local community such as the annual request from the chairman
of the local Scarecrow committee. I have attached an email from Robert Pendry- appendix 1, chair of that
committee and a representative of the local community, where he clearly states “that the Scarecrow
Festival would like once again to use the school access path over the Scarecrow Festival weekend” and
“As in previous years, we hope to use Geoff Potter's field for car parking, so people will be directed
around the playing field, up the school driveway and out to the Green via the school pathway”. This
clearly demonstrates that the local community accepted that the school path was not seen as a right of
way for the general public but could only be used at the permission of the school and subsequently by
writing asking for permission was not considered a simple courtesy act.

Along with previous head teachers, I have worked with the tocal community and for ease of access 1o the
playing field after school, on weekends and school holidays have unlocked the gate which bars the
general public access along the path from the top green in the village to the school during the school day.
From school policies updated in March 2005 - appendix 2 — and risk assessment March 2005 — appendix
3- it can be seen that the school had a clear policy that the general public could not access or walk
through any part of the school grounds without having the need to attend to the school on school
business. Both appendices clearly state that “gates will be kept closed” and that “all members of staff
should be instructed to challenge anyone encountered on school premises whom they do not recognize as
a legitimate visitor.” This poticy was acted upon as members of staff, who have been employed at the
school for up to 16 years -~ 1999, have reported to me the occasions when they were called upon to
challenge a member of the general public who had entered the school grounds, ask their business and
escort them from the school grounds if appropriate. Clearly, reinforcing that a righi of passage for the
general public was not available and that access was at the permission of the school.




Ms B Burke

Rights of Way, Waste and Environment, Small Street

Wiltshire council, Chirton

county Hall, Devizes SN10 3QR
Bythesea Road,

Trowbridge, 17th November, 2015
Wiltshire

BA14 8N

Dear Ms Burke,

Re Objection to the Application to add a footpath to the definitive map
through Urchfont school grounds

t am writing to object to the Order on the grounds that the stated path has never been a Public Right of Way.
I have been associated with the school from 2001 as a Teaching Assistant .

My niece and nephew attended the school from 1996 to 2003. During that time | often brought them to school
and picked them up at the end of the school day when my sister was working. | would park on Backboard lane
and walk down the school path to the back of the school. It was my clear understanding that this was not a path
for the general public but a private path for pupils and staff entering the school.

There was always a high gate at the school end of the path which had a bolt at the top on the school side during
school hours . Parents would occasionally arrive late or to collect a child and knowing that the gate was locked
and where the bolt was and if they were tall enough, would reach over and unbolt the gate to get into the
school grounds. They would be followed out of the school by a member of staff as they left, who would then
lock the gate again as they passed through,

On the gates there are signs saying that it is school access only,

As a member of staff | have always been aware of the school policy regarding strangers on the school grounds
and | would walk up to them and ask them if | could help them. | would then ask them to leave and escort them
off the premises. However, in my experience of working at the school over 14 years this has not been a problem
which | have had to deal with because | have never seen anyone who has not been connected with the school or
pre schooi, or been visiting on school business.

yours sincerely,
AN

.
4
s
A1

Louise Pottinger (Mrs)
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Ms B Burke

Rights of Way, Waste and Environment,
Wiltshire council,

county Hall,

Bythesea Road,

Trowbridge,

Wiltshire

BA14 8iN

Dear Ms Burke,

Re Obiection to the Application to add a fooipath to the definitive map
through Urchfont school grounds

Fam writing to object to the Order on the grounds that the stated path has never been a Public Right
of Way.

| was associated with the school from September 2009 to August 2011 as Headteacher of Urchfont C
of E Primary School. | have always had a clear understanding that the pathway from Top Green to
the school was not a right of way for the general public and was always, a pedestrian access to the
school for parents and pupils as stated by the Health and safety officers at the time, who visited the
school twice.

There were two high wooden gates, one at the road end and the other at the school end,
The gate nearest the school was bolted from the school side during school hours.

During the school day one could not enter through the gate unless on school business as to protect
the safety of the pupils.

There were clear notice(s) that stated that the path was for access to the school only
and unauthorised access was prohibited.

Anyone who entered the schaol grounds did so without the permission of the school and if seen
would have been challenged by a member of staff.

I hope this fetter can support the need to keep the access to the footpath for the use of the school in
order 1o keep the children at the school safe at ail times.

Yours sincerely,

Alun Richards
Headteacher




Alan Roan

High Street
Urchfont
Pevizes
SN10 4Q1.

Ms Burke

Rights of Way Waste and Environment
Wiltshire Council

Bythesea Road

Trowbridge

Wiltshire BA 14 8JN

Saturday 2™ November 2015

Dear Ms Burke

Objection to the Application {o add a footpath to the map through Urchfont School
Grounds

FIE TS R P A L ey R - . & e TR T Aty
s at Urchiont Schoo! and have lived In the village since 2007,

z entire tme | have lived in the village the gate from The Green o the Bchool
33 atways been locked during scl "s@@i WIS Blways giving me the tc«?d:'
understanding it has never been régi"z’-; of wag, but only for the use of
pupls and parents

> There have slways baen signg both at The Green entrance 1o the Schoot and

‘Fi'{*‘m -‘z%’x@ school driveway entrance staling that unauthorised aocess was
forbidden so neither | nor anyone alse could be under the impression that there
was a public fght of way through the School




Mrs Rosamund Roan, G s, Urchfont, Devizes SN10 4QL

Ms Burke

Rights of Way Waste and Environment
Wiltshire Council

Bythesea Road

Trowhridge

Wiltshire BA 14 8JN

Saturday 21% November 2015
Dear Ms Burke

Objection to the Application to add a footpath to the map through Urchfont School

I am writing as a parent of two pupils at Urchfont School and as a resident of Urchfont
Village since 2007, to object to the Order for the reason that the stated path has never
been a Public Right of Way since t have lived in the village and, according to older
member s of the village and others who were previously involved in the School, never
has been. Confusion seems to stem from the fact that the School has very generously
allowed the Village to walk through the School out of School hours for their convenience
which in my experience shows a lot of community spirit, a privilege which other schools
do not often extend to their neighbours.

As | understand the facts are that roughly fifteen households, about 27 people in the
village out of a total population of about 1200 have rather ungratefully sought to get this
PROW granted for reasons of convenience rather than necessity. [t will clearly have a
negative impact on a great many more people than the PROW would benefit.

In my family’s experience the School gates have always been locked during School
hours and before the current intercom system installed in 2011 was in place, we were
not made to feel welcome if we sought to cross through the School grounds during
School hours and would be challenged by School Staff the few times we did.

I am not objecting on the grounds that this is a safeguarding issue concerning the village
members who are seeking to have a Public Right of Way through the School. Indeed we
are particularly lucky to live in a very safe village and part of the country. However,
since these individuals may have had their own children at the school years ago, times
have changed and it will be the enforced knock-on effect of this PROW, forced upon the
School to meet Health and Safety and Safeguarding requirements that | am most
worried about as they will have a very detrimental effect on the School.

To name only a few:

= It is likely that a fence would have to be built to separate the PROW from the School
itself which would eat into the outside space in front of the Chaffinches and Owls
classrooms, making it unusable. This will also negatively affect School pick up
and drop off as the space may not be able to accommodate all the parents who
use the Green entrance to the School.

» An oil tank may have to be moved and sited somewhere a lot more inconvenient for
the School.



» The use of the playing fields may have to be curtailed. This is a major draw of the
School, with many people choosing it for the comparatively large grassy area. It
is a common misconception that the Playing Fields belong to the Parish Council
whereas in fact i is owned by yourseives, Wilishire Council with an agreement
made in 2008 that it is for the use of the School in School hours and for that
privilege the School pays an annual fee of £4,000 to maintain it. How they are
going to carry on using it for team games and athletics and a myriad of other
active pursuits with a PROW running through it and dog walkers is currently very
unclear.

Whose responsibility will it be to pay for the expensive changes listed above that the
Schoot will be forced to carry out because of Health and Safety laws and Safeguarding
laws?

| trust that Wiltshire Council wilt make the right decision in this case whare at stake is the
continued enjoyment and high calibre education of hundreds of primary school pupils. |
am sure aliernative and much less contentious PROW routes can be discussed and
agreed upon with the right community spirit that Urchfont seems to excel in which will
ultimately keep everyone happy.

Yours sinceraly
o ‘ «(: .' e fx 4 \.'_.
,,-'/' e AL {/ |

Mrs Rosamund Roan




Ms B Burke Mrs Jane Rosenberg

Rights of Way, Waste and Environment, Teaching Assistant
Wiltshire Council,

County Hall, Littleton Panell
Bythesea Road, Devizes
Trowbridge Wiltshire
Wiltshire SN10 4EW

BA14 8JN

20" November 2015

Dear Ms Burke,

Re Objection to the application to add a footpath to the definitive map through Urchfont School
grounds.

Thave been employed at Urchfont School from 2006 as a teaching assistant fo the present date.

I am writing to object to the Order for a public right of way from the School Path to the School playing field.
My Objection is based on the risk to the safety of our school children and the fact this access has not been a
requirement for over 10 years.

As part of my role, I support children with Special Educational Needs (SENs). These children can be
particularly vuinerable and therefore having a secure perimeter around the school is paramount. Allowing
free and open access to the general public will compromise this.

Even with the restricted access we have today there has been occasions where safety has been a concern.
For example:

¢ Several times I have had to catch or chase off loose dogs from the school field which have chased
after very scared children. This includes large dogs such as German Shepherds.

e  We regularly have to clean up dog facces as these impose a serious health risk.

¢ On occasions I have challenged members of the public during school hours who were not on school
business walking across the field and ask them to leave. This includes an adult vaulting the locked
gate to gain access during school hours.

Re-instating the Right of Way will significantly increase the level of risk for both Health & Safety of our
children. It will not be possible for the school staff to maintain the same level security we provide today.

Since [ joined the School nearly 10 years ago, there has been no open access (with clear signage mdicating
no unauthorised access) on this footpath. The gate has been locked during school hours from the inside and
padiocked at the weekends.

It is very difficult to understand why now after over 10 years this is such an important issue to a small
number of local residents. There is ample access 1o surrounding footpaths and fields.

Yours sincerely

Mrs Jane Rosenberg



4

Stert
Devizes
Wiltshire
SN10 34D

25th November 2015

Ms B Burke

Rights of Way, Waste and Environment,
Wiltshire Council,

County Hall,

Bythesea Road,

Trowbridge,

Wiltshire

BA14 8JN

Dear Ms Burke,

Re Objection to the Application fo add a footpath to the definitive map
through Urchfont school grounds

{ am writing o object fo the Order on the grounds that the stated path has never
been a Public Right of Way.

o | was associated with the school from January 2004 to August 2010 as a
member of staff.

« During all those years of being associated with the school, my clear
understanding, was always, that the pathway from Top Green to the school was
a private path to the school and not a right of way for the general public.

» There were two high wooden gates, one at the road end and the other at the
school end. The gate nearest the school was bolted from the school side during
school hours.

e There were sighs on the gate indicating that it was the entrance to the school
and unauthorised access was prohibited.

» [t was my understanding that anyone who entered the school grounds during

the school day did so without the permission of the school would have been
challenged by a member of staff.

Yours sincerely

»

Miss Helen Smith

X/



THE CHURCH
1.7 OF ENGLAND
Ms B Burke DIOCESE OF SALISBURY
Rights of Way, Waste and Environment

Wileshire Councli
County Hall
Bythesea Road
Trowbridge
Wiltshire
BAL4 8IN

Letter of oblection to YWilktshive Sounc

et Novernber 2015

Diear Ms Burke,

Ohjection to the Wiltshire Councll (Parish of Urchfont) Path Mo, 51 Deflaitive Map and
Staternent Modification Order 2015

YWe are writing as the holders of the land held in trust for Urchfont C of § Primary School to object to the
above-named Definitive Map Modification Order as made by Wiltshire Councit on 6th October 2015,

We are in total agreement with the formal letter of objection from the School signed by the Headteacher and
the Chairman of Governors, I particular, we believe that there was always a clear understanding that the
pathway from Top Green to the school was not a right of way for the general public and was always 2
pedestrian access to the school for parents and pupils. During the schoot day permission was never granted
for the genaral public to enter through the gate unless on schoot business. The gate was bolted from the
school side and padiocked for signifivant periads of tme. There were clear notices that stated that the path
was only for access to the schoot during school hours. There was a culture for members of staff 1o challenge
the presence of the public on the daimed route.

We hope that this leteer will add further weight to the objections that you recaive an this issue.

Yours sinceraly,

Giles Pugh
Deputy Director of Educatio
it

'y
Salisbury Diocesan Board of Education

Pl TALR4G
b S
TAG34AE




Burke, Barbara

from: o D yahoo.co.uk
Sent: 14 November 2015 15:23
To: Burke, Barbara

Subject: School faotpath in Urchfont

Dear Ms Burke,
Thank you for your letter informing us that the council has agreed that the route from the Top Green through the
grounds of the school fo the recreation ground ought to be recorded as a public footpath.

Having lived in Urchfont for 42 years and used this path frequently both on my own and with my children,
particularly when they were attending the school from 1982 to 19921, | fully support the footpath being restored. At
the moment preschoo! children, children with their grandparents, and children who attend schools with different
term times are being put at risk, having to walk down the road past Cuckoo Corner which has no pavement and is
used by heavy agricultural vehicles, in order to access the recreation ground.

| fully understand that the school has to safeguard the children that attend but surely a compromise can be reached.
“here are several ways a fenced path could go which would not deprive children of space. 1t is such a shame that
.ne school are choosing to fight this decision and causing a rift between the school and the village. Perhaps as all
the staff and half the families at the school live outside Urchfont they do not understand the strength of feeling that
exists in the village. In the past the school has been very much part of the community, but now there is a feeling of
'‘them and us' which is a great shame.

| do hope that the school can be persuaded to talk with the Council and Parish Council to come up with a mutually
acceptable path without the expense, delay and bad feeling of a public enquiry.

Yours sincerely
Susan Smith

Urhnt

Sent from my iPad



Burke, Barbara

L L
From: Caroline Smith-caiiBgei @gmail.com>

Sent: 16 November 2015 08:42

To: Burke, Barbara

Subject: Definitive Map Modification QOrder - Application to add a footpath to the definitive

map and statement in Urchfont

Chirton

Devizes

SN103QU

16™ November 2015

Definitive Map Modification Order - Application to add a footpath to the definitive map and
statement in Urchfont (The route from Blackboard Lane at the Top Green through the grounds of the
school to the recreation ground)

Dear Barbara,

I am writing to register my support of Wiltshire Council’s order to add the existing pathway from
Blackboard Lane at the Top Green through the grounds of the school to the recreation ground to the
finitive map of Urchifont.

Having grown up in Urchfont, as far as I am concerned this is an established Public Right of Way that has
been used by the general public for as long as I can remember. [ certainly used it on a daily basis when |
was a pupil at Urchfont School from 1982 to 1989, as did all the children who walked or caught the
Community Bus to school. In subsequent years, I have always used this path to access the recreation ground
and am surprised and disappointed in the school’s objection to the order to make it a Public Right of Way.

In addition to the fact that this path has always been used by villagers to reach the recreation ground, [ share
the Parish Council’s concerns regarding the safety aspect of closing this path. The only alternative
pedestrian route to the recreation ground is via a potentially dangerous road without pavements. Thirty years
ago when [ was a pupil at the school it was considered dangerous to walk along the road to get to the school
or playing field, and people always used the footpath. Given the increased amount of traffic in the village



since then, [ believe it 1s even more unsafe o make people, especially young children, walk along the road
instead of the footpath.

I understand the school wishes to deny access during school hours from 9.15am to 3.00pm. There are many
young children in the local community below school age who use the recreation ground during these hours
and [ do not believe their safety should be put at risk by forcing them to travel along the road when the
footpath offers a safe alternative route.

With regards to the school’s concerns for the safety and security of its pupils, I don’t believe the risks from
the general public using the footpath have changed since 1 was a pupil 30 years ago. | appreciate that there is
more legislation and requirements that the school has to meet. However, T am sure some commonsense
measures can easily be implemented to address any issucs. For example, if a concern is that the path passes
a changing room, why not build a fence alongside the path or simply close the curtaing?

I'hope that this letter of support for the order is taken into account should the matter become the subject of «
public local inquiry and that the path will be dedicated a Public Right of Way.

Yours sincerely,

Caroline Smith
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Ms B Burke 25" November 2015
Rights of Way, Waste and Environment,

Wiilishire Council

County Hail

Bythesea Road

Trowbridge

Wiltshire

BA14 8JN

Dear Ms Burke,
RE: Modification of Definitive Map Order Path No.51 Parish of Urchfont

I have lived in Urchfont village since 2007 and have two children attending Urchiont school
I want fo express my concerns and objection to the proposed PROW Path.51

I all the time | have lived in village | have always understood that the path from
Blackboard Lane to the school grounds was not use-able whilst the school is open, but
ocutside of school hours is open for anyone o use.

Whilst | believe a path to the recreational area and Oakfrith woods may help to improve
with safety of the village parishioners by avoiding travelling on a road during school hours
in its current proposed route it does not make sense. Point C is not in the recreational
area and is in fact in the enclosed school gardens so | am finding it really hard to
understand why anyone would want a PROW into an enclosed school area? Please see
attached an image of the school grounds along with the PROW overlay onto it clearly
showing the end of the path terminates with in the school grounds.

Furthermore to the path not being in an appropriate place, | also object on the grounds of
safety of the children by opening a public route through the school. As a parent | currently
understand that the school is safe and secure during the school working day. My question
is how will the security and safety of my children at school be effecied by this PROW and
what is Wiltshire council going fo do to maintain the safety and security should such a
PROW go a head.

F would further more like to object that if a PROW is permitted then this would allow public
with dogs onto the school grounds. | am sure | do not nead to go into the details of dogs,
dogs faeces, small children and the governments objectives about dogs in area's with
children but this is again a clear reason not to have a path through the school.

Yours Sincerely
iy Wk b

Mr G P Spencer
@NValnut Close
Urchfont
Wiltshire

SN1C 4RU




Overlay of proposed PROW PATH NO.51 on to imagery of school

grounds depicting boundary fences and end of the route with in
the enclosed school gardens at Point C.

Note: Not to scale.
25th November 2015.




JOHN STEADMAN

RIS BE . THE BOTTOM . URCHFONT
DEVIZES . WILTSHIRE SN10 4SF

TELEPHONE: 01380 S
MOBILE: 07966 i i,

E-MAIL: fifsideteiriion GRtirasebas

12" November 2015

Barbara Burke

Definitive Map & Highway Records Team
Wiltshire Council

County Hali

Bythesea Road

Trowbridge

Wiltshire

BA14 8N

Dear Barbara Burke

I am writing in support of the decision by Wiltshire Council to officially recognise the existence of a
Public Right of Way between the Top Green in Urchfont and the entrance to Urchfont Primary School,
thereby giving safe access to the Village Playing Field/Recreation Ground.

The existence of this right of way is being challenged by the School on a number of grounds, one being
that certain elements in Urclifont’s community are seeking to establish a right of way when the reverse is
the case. We, and I count myself amongst that element, are only secking to protect that which now exists
in law, through proven use over time, and that it is the School that are in fact trying to deny this facility
ever existed.

Rights of Way are important points of principle in English Law and are ¢stablished to protect exactly this
kind of situation where the public’s right of access or free passage over a specific piece of land becomes
inconvenient for a tand owner who wishes to make changes to their environment at the expense of the
wider community.

in this instance the School seem not to be concerned for the wider community and so far appears 1o have
rejected all offers of compromise, such as extending the current path behind a fence paraliel to the School
Drive which would very simply segregate the public from the School and maintain safe access to the
Village Playing Fieid/Recreation Ground.

While the safety of the school children is important, so is the safety of the rest of the Community that wish
to use the Village Playing Field/Recreation Ground. In my view one of the main motivators in our
Community for protecting this Right of Way is 10 preserve this established safe route to this facility
negating the use of the road, a route promoted by the School as a viable alternative for the Community but
interestingly one that the School Secretary explained to me as considered unsafe by those parents that
regularly walk their children up the Schoot Drive to access the School rather than use the road to the Top
Green entrance.

Yours sincerely

John Steadma



Jane Steadman

GRS b

The Bottom
Urchfont

Wiltshire SN10 4SF

Telephone: 0138
e-maoil: i X

23" October 2015

Barbara Burke

Definitive Map & Highways Records Team
Waste & Environment

Wiltshire Council

County Hall

Bythesea Road

Trowbridge

Wiltshire

Dear Barbara Burke

Thank you for your letter congerning the public right of way from the Top Green at Urchfont
through the school grounds to the Parish Playing Fields.

| understand that objections have been raised to the confirming of a pubiic right of way and so
| can only reiterate that as far as | am concerned having been a permanent resident in
Urchfont since 1992 and a householder since 1986 there has always been access through
that path to the general public apart from the last few years when the school has sought to
close it.

While | understand the school's concerns | have two observations to make.

1. There is a public right of way aiong that path and if that can be taken away then the whele
basis of public rights of way could come under jeopardy. There have been many attempts in
the past to stop the public using footpaths that have not been convenient to the land owner
but we need to defend this right.

The school seems to claim (from letters | have seen sent to parents) that we are trying to gain
a right that was never there, this is wrong and the school and parents need to be given the
true picture.

2.The alternative route to the playing fields, tennis courts, children’s play area and beyond to
Oakfrith Wood which are all major parish amenities would only be via the public road that
runs, without any footpath, down to Cuckoo Corner. This section of road is in constant use
with general traffic and with large lorries, often with trailers, delivering to and from Martin
Bodman's farm. He is a farmer and | respect his right to use the public road for his legitimate
business, however, residents who want to get to these amenities, often with pushchairs or
young children run the risk of accident. | am a grandmother of young children myself and
although the school aims to protect children they are putting those not at the school in greater
danger.

Surely the simple solution would be to erect a fence between the end of the current path, past
the school classrooms ending at the end of the school drive which would segregate the public
from the school and satisfy the concerns about the safety of the children while at schoot and
addressing the safety of the general public at the same time.

| hope these views are of heip in the campaign {o keep the footpath open.

Yours Sincerely




| Urchfont, Devizes, Wilts. SN10.45H
Tel 01380 &

Ms B Burke 12" Getober 2015
Rights of Way, Waste and Environment,

Wiltshire counci,

county Hall,

Bythesea Road,

Trowbridge,

\Wiktshire

BA14 8IN

Dear Ms Burke,

Re Oblection to the Application to add a feotpath to the definitive map
through Urchifont school grounds

| am writing to object to the Order on the grounds that the stated path has never been a Fublic Right
of Way.

I was a Compmunity Governor at Urchfont C E School from 2004 1o 2007.

| also had two grandchildren attend the school during the period 1995 and 2004. i visited the schooi
frequently in those years before | became a Governor.

! confirm that from my recollection there was a tali wooden gate at the school end of the path
nearest the school which was bolted from the school side during school hours. There was never any
suggestion that the path was “public” even though it was unlocked when the school was closed.
This was done as a concession 1o the villagers to aliow sasy access to the playing fields.

Yours faithfully,

Brian Tavior.
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Peppercombe Lane
Urchfont
SN10 40R

24 November 2018

Ms B. Burke
Rights of Way
County Hall
Bythesea Road
Trowbridyge
BA14 84N

Your reference BB/2014/01

Dear Ms Burke,
Urchfont path No 51 - Definitive map and statement modification order 2015,

Pwrite in full support of the above modification order.

As stated in my original testimony letter in 2013, my twe children attended Urchfont primary school
hetween 1888 and 1994 and every day walked up and down the alleyway from Top Green to the
school, For the first year or so, the fence on the left of the fooipath (alleyway) geing towards the
school was an old chicken-wire fence and no gate existed.

Sormetime | think in 1991, the old fence was replaced with the existing wooden one and a gate was
installed at the top of the alleyway. The top rail of the gate was fitted with a manual bolt on the school
side of the gate. The gate was mostly open all the time but if not, an adult could easily reach to open
the boit, gaining access o both the school and the playing field. The manual bolt was replaced with
the present electrical locking device only a few vears age and this action precipitated the current
dispute.

I as an individual and also as a parish councilior have sought to engage with the school governors in
hoth seeking to understand the reasons for their opposition to the public use of the feotpath during
school time and to find a resolution. What | and many others consider to be a sensible scheme has
been put forward, but every time it has been rejected by the governots who until very recently have
point blank refused to engage in any meaningful conversation. Untrue and misleading statements
concerning the previous use of the footpath have been puf out by the school. Some parents with
children at the school have listened to the other side of the story and are beginning to realise that the
schoot governors in their total opposition to any resolution are being unreasonable and are causing &
rift between the school and village. This is in nobody’s best interest,

The medification order provides a sensible solution which { believe would actually enhance the safety
of the school and at the same time allow public access via the feotpath to Oakirith Wood and the
village playing field 24/7 thus saving pedestrians from having to go via Cookoo Corner.

However, | do believe the route of the new PROW should pass right down 1o the end of the school
drive, joining with the new “northern pathway” to Oakirith Wood not as currently shown on the revised
Urchiont 51 map.

Yours Sincerely




Ms B Burke

Rights of Way, Waste and Environment
Wiltshire Council

County Hall

Bythesea Road

Trowbridge

Wiltshire

BA14 8IN

26" November 2015
Dear Ms Burke,

Objection to the Wiltshire Council (Parish of Urchfont) Path No. 51 Definitive Map
and Statement Modification Order 2015

We are writing on behalf of Urchfont C of E Primary School (the School) and the School
Governors to object to the above-named Definitive Map Modification Order as made by
Wiltshire Council on 6™ October 2015, We have eight primary grounds of object and these
are summarised below.

Further documentary material is currently being prepared to substantiate each of these
grounds. This will be sent to you as soon as possible.

i. The principal use made of the alleged public right of way has been by virtue of
license or invitation. There is insufficient evidence to show the establishment
of any public rights of passage.

o The tarmaced footpath from point A to point B on the order pian was laid out in
1974, to coincide with the opening of the new school, on land which at that time was
in the ownership of the education authority. Its purpose was to provide a convenient
pedestrian access to the school, primarily for parents and their children. Throughout
the whole of the time from 1974 to present day signs have been prominently
disptayed at the entrance to the path stating that the path affords access only to the
school. There has always been a tall gate at point B, together with a second gate
usually at the start of the path at Top Green or some way along it.




= While it is accepted that limited use may also have been made of the claimed path
from time to time outside of school hours, as and when the line was open to
members of the public {including to access the village playingfield), the
overwheiming use of the path has been by parents, children and other visitors to
reach the school premises. Such use clearly arises by virtue a specific or implied
invitation or license and cannot be regarded as contributing to the establishment of a
public right of way.

¢ Examination of the 28 user evidence forms submitted by the Parish Council shows
that all but one of the 11 couples who completed the forms are the parents of
children who either currently or previously attended the school, as are three of the
six individual withesses. Some also now have grandchildren at the school. It follows
that there must be very considerable doubt over the extent to which any of these 23
statements can be relied upon to demonstrate that the use of the claimed path
amounts to use by a member of the general public and that it was user “as of right’.

¢« The remaining five user statements also fail to support the claimed public right of
way, two because they acknowledge that the route taken from point B to the
playingfield originally went behind (i.e. to the south) of the school building, and three
because the route claimed is shown as running only to the school building, not onto
the playingfield.

o It is relevant to also note that, for many years before the development of the school,
pedestrian access to the village playingfield had been freely available along a
permissive path which ran from Top Green, through the grounds of Urchfont Manor
and terminating at the south-west corner of the field, close to village play equipment.
Unfortunately, permission to use that path was withdrawn prior to the sale of the
Manor by Wiltshire Council in 2012. The availability of that earlier path would have
meant, however, that there would have been little or no demand to use the path
through the school grounds to reach the playingfield whenever the school was
occupied.

e [nour view, it is the loss to the village of that earlier path as the principal means of
access to the field which has led the Parish Councit to purse the claim that it has
made for the path through the school to now be recognised as a public right of way.

2. The line of the alleged public right of way has been regularly obstructed
throughout the 20 year period at point B

= From the opening of the school in 1974 there have always been gates on the line of
the path from A to 8, including a 1.6 meter high gate at point B (‘the top gate”) and
where the path has always been enclosed between high fences.




L]

Throughout the whole of the school’s history it has been a rigorously enforced policy
of successive headteachers that the top gate should be both closed and bolted
throughout the school day whenever the school was in use. Until it was replaced by
the current electro-magnetic catch and entry phone system in October 2011,
therefore, there has always been a bolt on the school side of the gate. This was
placed towards the top of the gate (to be out of the reach of children) and was
always kept in good working order.

Whilst the main reason for this policy was to help ensure the safety and security of
the school’s children, especially to prevent a child from wandering off and leaving the
school premises unobserved, it also meant that the line of the alleged public right of
way would effectively have been closed to the majority of the members of the public.
This would have included any adult member of the public endeavouring to use the
path from Top Green who either did not know how to undo the bolt (see below) or
were insufficiently tall to reach it, and any unaccompanied children (and who are, of
course, members of the public in their own right) who may have attempted to use
the path from either direction.

The school acknowledges that it was possible for those who visited the school
regularly and who were aware of the mechanism (and were sufficiently tall) to
overcome it simply by reaching over the top of the gate and releasing the bolt. This
means of gaining entry was sometimes used, for exampie, by those working at the
school as teaching assistants or dinner ladies. It may also have been known to some
of the parents who had reason to visit the school during the school day.
Nevertheless, to gain entry in this way also depended on how the gate had been
bolted; if the handle attached to the barrel had been folded down to lie flat on the
surface of the gate (as was often the case) rather than being left in a horizontal
position it was then impossible to open from the ‘wrong’ side of the gate and the
intended entrant had no option but to walk around to the entrance drive.

As far as members of the public are concerned therefore, the alleged public right of
way would frequently have been found to be obstructed, with it being impossible to
use the path to walk from Top Green to the playingfield whenever the school was
occupied. It follows from this that members of the public have not been able to
enjoy an uninterrupted right of passage from point A to point B, nor can public use
of the path be said to have been consistent throughout the 20 year period prior to
Qctober 2011,




3. The gate at point B has remained padiocked from time to time during the 20
year period. Whilst permission has been granted for the path to be used by
local residents outside of school hours, this was widely understood to be on a
permissive basis

« In addition to the top gate being bolted during the school day, the gate was initially
kept padiocked whenever the school was to be left unoccupied, including at weekend
and over the school holidays. The school acknowledges, however, that this practice
was subsequently relaxed and later abandoned in response to requests that those
living in the village should be permitted to use the path whenever the school was not
in use to be able to access the village play equipment and the playingfield more
easily.

= We are currently unable to locate an exact record of when this change in policy took
place but it appears to have been in the mid-1990s and was probably coincidental
with the appointment of a new headteacher. It also possible that the change may
have been introduced gradually, with the padlock at first being left off during specific
holiday periods or in response to specific requests, Nevertheless it is clear that the
top gate was kept padlocked on occasions for long periods of time well into the
1990's; this is recalled both by a former headieacher and by other existing and
former members of staff.

« The fact that top gate was left padlocked for fong periods of time until at least the
mid-1990’s similarly defeats the claim that public rights of passage were created by
virtue of 20 years user in the period up to October 2011.

4. Challenges have been made to those who were on the school premises
without authority

= In addition to the policy of ensuring that the top gate was always securely bolted
whenever the school was occupied, headteachers have also made sure that every
member of staff was aware that anyone found on the school premises who was not
known to the staff, whether inside or outside the building, should be challenged.
Those found to be there without proper authority should be asked to leave the
school grounds.

¢ Whilst this policy was again primarily directed at ensuring the safety of all of the
children, it meant that anyone found walking in the school grounds (whether on the
line of the alleged public right of way or not) who was not connected with the school
in some way wouid have been challenged and asked to leave.

« In practice, it was widely known throughout the village that the path through the
schoot grounds had only been made available on a concessionary basis and on
condition that it should not be used whenever the school was occupied. The great
majority of people respected this condition and such challenges were therefore




relatively few and far between. Nevertheless, challenges were made from time to
time and can be documented, including during the 20 year period up to 2011,

5. Permission has been specifically sought to use the path in connection with
the village Scarecrow Festival and payment made in acknowledgement of
that permission being granted

s That the use of the path was widely recognised throughout the village to be on a
permissive basis is evidenced by the reguests that were made annually, in
writing, to the Headteacher in 2005, 2006, 2007 and 2008 by the Urchfont
Scarecrow Festival Committee for permission to use “the School pathway” in
connection with forthcoming festivals. These requests were recorded at the time
they were made in the minutes of the Governors’ meetings.

o  We understand that it is now claimed that these requests were made “as a
matter of courtesy” and because of the number of people involved, and that
there was never any question of the path not being available for ‘normal’ public
use. This is disingenuous. The requests that were made specifically ask for
permission to use “the School pathway” and there is nothing whatsoever to
suggest that the Festival Committee believed at that time that the path was, or
might be, a public right of way. In addition, after at least some of the festivals
had taken place, a donation of £50 was made to the School by the Committee.
Again, these were specifically stated to be “for the use of the School pathway”.

e The fact that permission was both sought to use the path in connection with the
Scarecrow Festival and that donations were also sometimes made in return for
that permission further negates the claim being made, that public rights of
passage have been established over the line.

6. The installation of an electro-magnetic lock at point B did not amount to a
bringing into question for the purposes of the Highways Act 1980

+ In October 2011 the bolt on the top gate was replaced by an electro-magnetic
locking mechanism that could be opened remotely from the school office together
with an entry phone system. This was paid for by Wiltshire Council and arose out
of recommendations made in an earlier Health and Safety inspection by the
Council that had been requested by the School to help further improve site
security.

e The new mechanism is both more convenient for the school staff than the
previous arrangement and helpful in ensuring that the gate is not accidentally left
open when the children are in school. For anyone attempting to use the path as
a member of the public to walk from Top Green to the recreation ground,
however, it has not materially altered the position; while the top gate continues
to be left open outside the school working day, he or she would still find the way




barred to them from 9.15am to 3:00pm on any school day, the only difference
being that they are now able to use the entry phone to ask for permission to
proceed. It follows that the installation of the magnetic locking system cannot be
regarded as constituting a bringing into question for the purposes of the
Highways Act 1980.

= It is worth noting that, up to the time when the Parish Council’s application to the
Highway Authority was made (in January 2014) no such requests were made to
the school office using the entry phone for permission to continue to the
playingfield. All the requests that were made for the gate to be opened were by
people visiting the school.

7. The nature of the public's use of the land around the school has been
inconsistent with the creation of the claimed public right of way

¢ When it was first established in 1974 there were no physicat boundaries between
the school, its playground and the rest of the village playingfield and it was
possible to wander at will around the school site, including passing on either side
of main the school building. Until 2006 it is likely that much of the public use of
the area around the school in out-of-school hours would have been just that; of
people wandering at will without following a consistent line. However, over the
years such access has progressively been restricted by the on-going development
of the school, including through the erection of additional classrooms, the
extension of the main school building and the development: of the school garden
as an outdoor classroom.

 In practice, the overwhelming use that is caimed to have been made of the path
(apart from that of simply visiting the school to which all of the users refer) has
been to visit the village playingfield, especially with children to use the play
equipment located in the south west corner of the field, or to walk to Qakfrith
Wood.

¢ Until it was closed off by an extension to the school in 2006 and which joined the
temporary classrooms to the main school building (the Garden Room), the most
direct route from point B to both of these destinations would have been to pass
to the south of the main schoof building, to then cross the school playground and
to continue west across the playingfield. Equally, there would have been no
reason for members of the public to consistently follow a line passing to the east
of the main school building, then turning north-west onto the playingfield, as
shown on the maps submitted by the Parish Councit,

« That walking on this more direct line to the south of the main school buiiding was
then the norm, and not the line as shown on the order plan, is suggested by the
act that at least six of the path users’ maps, either as originally submitted or as
later revised, show this to be the line that was taken up to 2006.




8. In determining to make a Definitive Map Modification Order, Wiltshire
Council has failed to take into account the inconsistency and apparent
unreliability of much of the Parish Council’s user evidence

o A total of 28 path user evidence forms were submitted by the Parish Council but
a half of these — 14 — fail to support the order as it has been made.

o On three of the forms, both the description and the accompanying map refers
to a path from Top Green to the school only; on a fourth form no description
of the path is given but the map similarly shows a path only to the school:

o Four of the forms describe the path as going only to the school, although it is
shown on the map as running to the playingfield:

o For another three forms this is reversed — the path is described as going to
the playingfield but is shown on the map as going only to the school.

o The maps with a further three of the forms have been left blank or are
missing.

e The Parish Council’s evidence also fails to take into account the fact that the area
to which the public had unrestricted access was further reduced in the winter of
2009 when a hedge was planted to cordon off an area to the north of the
playground and west of the car park for use as a school garden and outdoor
classroom. This boundary was further defined by the children themselves in
February 2010 when they planted a quick growing willow hedge along it, That
hedge is now semi-mature and the enclosed area now quite separate from the
village playingfield and clearly used for an entirely different purpose.

e All but three of the 28 user evidence forms submitted by the Parish Council were
completed in November 2013 - almost four years after the school garden had first
been established - with the remainder being completed shortly afterwards.
Fifteen of the 28 witnesses claim to have used the path right up to that time (i.e.
to November 2013), a further six to have used it up to either 2011 or 2012. In
most cases this use was said to be on a regular or very regular basis, often
several times a week.

e Nevertheless, not one of these 21 withesses has mentioned that the line now
terminates in, or passes through, the school garden, either on their original
evidence form or in the subsequent correspondence with the Highway Authority.
Nor has the garden been marked on any of the users’ maps, despite now being
an obvious and prominent feature in the landscape. Such obvious omissions
must cast further doubt on the accuracy and reliability of the Parish Council’s
evidence.

=« The end of the claimed public right of way - point C — alsc appears to come
within the area of the school garden, and not in the recreation field as stated in
the descriptions given both in parts [ and II of the order schedule.




Finally, we would ask you to note that in ohjecting to this order the School and Governors
have asked a specialist consultant, Mr Roy Hickey, to help us. His contact details are:

Roy Hickey MPROW, Public Rights of Way Services Lid,
21 Church Road, Leckhampton, Cheltenham, GL53 OPS.
Telephone (01242 522288 and 07952 667154,

Email thiprowsenvices. oo, Lk

Could you please make sure that Mr Hickey is copied in on all further correspondence
regarding this issue?

Yours sincerely,

Carol Talbot Anya Watson
Headteacher Chair of the School Governors




Easterton
Devizes

Wiltshire
SN10 4PP

Ms B Burke

Rights of Way, Waste & Environment
Wiltshire Council

County Hall

Bythesea Road

Trowbridge

Wiltshire

BAl4 8IN

15.10.2015
Dear Ms B Burke

tam writing to you with regards to the proposed public right of way through Urchfont Primary
School. My eldest son started the school in 2013 and youngest in 2015 and | always had a clear
understanding that the pathway from Top Green to the schoot was not a right of way for the general
public and was always a pedestrian access to the school for parents and pupils only. It was to my
understanding that during the school day the gate would be bolted from the school side and that no
one would be able to enter through the gate unless on school business. There has always been a sign
while | have been using the school at the entrance to the footpath that states access only to the
school and pre-school during school hours, and | understood that if someone was to walk through
the school grounds during school hours and they were not on schoot business that they would be
challenged. As a parent the proposed right of way through the school is very concerning and raises a
tot of safeguarding issues for my children as well as the potential loss of cutside fearning space. The
safety of the children while they are attending school is of paramount importance to me and would
like to think that this is the same for Wiltshire Council and { strongly believe any public right of way
through the school would jeopardise their safety,

Antonia Lundy



i, The Green, Urchfont, Devizes, Wiltshire SN10 4RB

25 November 2015

Mrs Barbara Burke

Rights of Way, Waste and Environment
Wiltshire Council

County Hall

Bythesea Road

Trowbridge

BA14 8N

Dear Madam
PROPOSED RIGHT OF WAY THROUGH URCHFONT SCHOOL VIATOP GREEN

I am writing to formally object to the recent notice of a public footpath order from the Top
Green in Urchfont through the school grounds on to the School playing field.

I moved with my family to Urchfont in August 2007. In the time | have lived here | have
always been of the belief, from neighbours and actions from the school, that there is no
public right of way through the pedestrian entrance from Top Green through School
grounds to the playing field and back and that this is reinforced by a 5 foot solid gate that
remains shut during school hours. 1 am aware and always have been since [ have been a
resident, that it is possible to use the pathway outside of school hours by a concession made
by the School to the villagers before my arrival in the village.

I therefore do not believe that a public right of way does or should exist.

Yours faithfully

Deaclan Lyttle



Urchfont,
Devizes.
Wiltshire.

SN10 4SH

14™ Novernber 2015

Your ref: BB/2014/01
Wiltshire Council
Waste & Environment
County Hall
Trowbridge

Dear Ms. Burke,

Path at Urchfont School

I refer to your letter dated, 8 October 2015. You will recall that I wrote to you on 27" September 2014 in
relation to this issue and submitted a completed map, together with a covering letter. I attach a copy of
my letter, dated 27% September 2014,

"This public footpath has been in use, certainly since we moved to the village in May 1988. It is not a new
right of way or public footpath. 1 set out below my comments contained within my letter of September
2014,

& I wish to clarify that the routes shown as going behind and alongside the school building existed
before the main school building was extended. These were the main and accepted pedestrian
routes to the school, the playing field and tennis courts at all times.

@ [ am unable to specify when the signs were erected, however between May 1988 & July 1998 our
children attended the school and there were no signs prohibiting use of the path,

e The gate across the path was not closed in or out of school hours, certainly during the period 1
have referred to above.

& 1 unable to recall a time when we walked along the N}gd, via Cuckoo Corner, to access the
playing field during the dates specified above.

I consider that Wiltshire Council came to the correct decision in relation to the application made by the
parish council.

Thank you for your continued assistance in this mattey

Yours sincerely,

Mrs. Julie C. Maidment



L™

Urchfont,
Devizes.
Wiltshire.

SN10 4SH

27" September 2014

Your ref: BB/2014/01
Wiltshire Council
Waste & Environment
County Hall
Trowbridge

Dear Ms. Burke,

Path at Urchfont School

| refer to your letter dated, 18" September 2014.

¢ Please find the enclosed map, completed as requested. | wish to clarify that the
routes shown as going behind and alongside the school building existed before the
main school building was extended. These were the main and accepted pedestrian
routes to the school, the playing field and tennis courts at all times.

¢ | am unable to specify when the signs were erected, however between May 1988
& July 1998 our children attended the school and there were no signs prohibiting
use of the path.

¢ The gate across the path was not closed in or out of school hours, certainly during
the period 1 have referred to above.

e | unable to recall a time when we walked along the road, via Cuckoo Corner, to
access the playing field during the dates specified above.

| hope you find this information of value.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs, Julie €. Maidment
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Ms B Burke Pans Lane
Rights of Way, Waste and Environment, Devizes SN10 5AP
Wiltshire council,

county Hall,

Bythesea Road,

Trowbridge,

Wiltshire

BA14 8JN 17th November 2015

Dear Ms Burke,

Re Objection to the Application to add a footpath to the definitive map
through Urchfont school grounds

I am writing to object to the Order on the grounds that the stated path has never been a Public Right of Way.

! have been associated with the school from Sepiember 2004 as a Teaching Assistant to present date. | qualified
as a Higher Level Teaching Assistant in 2011. As part of those duties | have increased responsibilities for the
children in my care,

During all those years of being associated with the school, as an employee my clear understanding, was always,
that the pathway was a pedestrian access to the schoo! and not a public right of way. .

There is a tall wooden gate at the school end of this path which was bolted from the school side during the
school day. From 2006 | have worked in Owls classroom which overlooks the parents” waiting area and | can
clearly see the gate. On occasions | have sent a child to the school office to report that the gate had been left
open if | was the only adult in the class, or | have gone and bolted the gate myself if the teacher had been
present.

There have been signs on the gate as long as | can remember, and on the school grounds, including on the fence
into the school playing field saying that this is school property and there is no unauthorised access.

I have always been made aware of the school site security policy especially in my role to safeguard the children in
my care, which is to challenge unauthorised persons on school property. 1t is also the reason that all staff and
visitors to the school are issued with named badges indicating to adults and children that they have the right to
be there. The children are aware of “Stranger Danger” and know to report any unbadged person they might see
on the schoof site to a member of staff. We remind them of this regularly. Particularly when we are made aware
by Wiltshire Council of any incidents reported by other schools where strangers have approached children with
malicious intent.

On several occasions when out on playtime duty or PE lessons | have tackled members of the public who have
strayed onto school ground and who | believed have had no right to be there, this has included both adults and
previous pupils to the school. They have never guestioned my authority to ask them to leave which confirms our
understanding that the public understand that they do not have a right of way on schoot grounds. They have
always agreed to leave.

In my professionat capacity as an HLTA, if this ROW goes through | have strong concerns for the safety of the
children in my care . fam worried that additional safeguarding dangers would prevent me from carrying out my

role in protection of the children. A duty that parents expect of me.

yours sincerely,
5

Angela Marshalf (Mrs)
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Burke, Barbara

From: Customer Services

Sent: 01 December 2015 14:59

To: Burke, Barbara

Subject: FW: FAO Wiltshire Rights of Way Department, Ms B Burke. Footpath -Urchfont
Hi Barbara

Please see below

Many thanks

Andrea Besant
Customer Services Officer
Wiltshire Council
‘uff Street
Devizes
SN10 1FG
0300 456 0100 (ext 14202)

From: Fiona Muir [mailto§
Sent: 30 November 2015 14:28

To: CustomerServicesCentral

Subject: FAO Wiltshire Rights of Way Department, Ms B Burke. Footpath -Urchfont

Dear Ms Burke,

| am a parent of children at Urchfont School and pre-school. | am writing about the proposal to open a footpath that
passes through Urchfont School. | object to this for a number of reasons.

1} My main concern is the impact the footpath will have on the school site. It is not a large site and the space and
facilities are already compromised. It is such a shame that the children may lose their educational and recreational
space.

2} lworry about my children’s safety.

- I do not like to think that a stranger could walk onto school grounds. There are even members of my own family
who | would not want to walk by my children's classroom windows, or see them during outside play and possibly
even speak to them during the school day. Many villagers think that everyone in Urchfont can be trusted: | know of
a nasty incident involving a minor in the village and a sexual offence that has remained beneath the radar due to the
age of the children involved. The offender was reported as being seen outside our house one night when we were
out and a babysitter was looking after our children.

- Recently, at a school disco, my eldest daughter, aged four, was scared and decided to take herself home, The gate
on the footpath was unlocked as the disco was after school hours. (This is not the first time she has tried to run
home). | am concerned that she would, and could, do something similar during the school day and am very alarmed
at the thought of her being abfe to get out of the school grounds as the gate cannoct be locked if the path is open to
the public. If she were to try to get home, she would have to cross The Green on her own and would find no-one at

1



home on reaching our house. For this reason, | chase not to send my daughter {o the pre-school prior to a fence
being erected around the site - which was carried out following an Ofsted inspection. Had t known that the pathway
from Top Green to the school was not a private path, we would not have applied for a place at Urchfont School. We
have sent our daughter to the school believing that the schoo! gate would be bolted during school hours and that
anyone who entered the school grounds during the school day has permission from the school.

| can see bhoth sides of the argument. Just two and half years age, when my daughters were very young {a two year
old + émonth old twins), | couldn't take them to the playground during school hours as | was afraid of getting around
Cuckoo Corner with a double pram / pushchair and a toddler. A footpath around Cuckoo Corner would have been
wonderful and we'd still appreciate it today.

1 very much hope that you will bear in mind the safety and education of the schooi children when you make your
final decision.

Yours sincerely,

Fiona Muir

The Green, Urchfont, SN10 4QU.




Warminster

Wiltshire
BA12 8DD
11th November 2015

Ms B Burke

Rights of Way, Waste and Environment,
Wiltshire council,

county Hall,

Bythesea Road,

Trowbridge,

Wiltshire

BA14 8JN

Dear Ms Burke,

Az g
ADD

2 :"-‘:]'
Q

e Obiection {o the Ar o ad
h Urchfont school grounds

% &

I am writing to object to the Order on the grounds that the stated path has
never been a Public Right of Way.

| was associated with the school from January 1995 to August 1995 as
Acting Headteacher.

During the time of being associated with the school, my clear understanding,
was always, that the pathway from Top Green to the school was not a right
of way for the general public to access the playing field but a pedestrian
entrance for pupils and their parents.

There were two high wooden gates, one at the road end and the other at the
school end. The gate nearest the school was bolted from the school side
during school hours and padlocked during the holidays.

There were signs on the gate indicating that it was the entrance to the
school and unauthorised access was prohibited.

Any member of the public who entered the school grounds during the
school day did so without the permission of the school / would have been
challenged by a member of staff.



yours sincerely,

Mary Murray
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Tel:

G A RO TR Close y
Urchfont, Devizes,

Wiltshire, SN10 4QS
Your Ref: BB/2014/01 17th Ocotber 2015
Dear Mrs Burke,

Application to add a Footpath to the Definitive Map and Statement in
Urchfont

Thank you for your letter of 8th October and enclosures.

I have of course already provided detailed information in support of
the application to add this footpath from the Top Green in Urchfont
through the grounds of the School to the Recreation Ground.

I would just reiterate the following -~

1. Having lived in Urchfont since 1971 (prior to the School and Pre-
School buildings being built), my family. and I have used this path
unimpeded for access to the Recreation Ground and Oakfrith Wood on
a regular basis until this access was discouraged during School
opening hours.

2. The alternative route to the Recreation Ground via Cuckoo Corner is
potentially dangerous especially when walking with small children.
There is no footpath and farm vehicles and others tend to travel
at some speed.

3. It is unfortunate that restrictions on the use of this important
footpath were introduced without full consultation with the Parish
Council and the local community.

4. I understand that discussions have been proposed between the various
parties to try and negotiate a safe alternative route. I hope these
can be expedited to resolve this difficult issue.

I fully support the proposed Order to add this footpath te the
Definitive Map.

Yours sinceregy,
A

Peter Newell

Barbara Burke,

Definitive Map and Highway Records Team Leader,
Definitive Map and Highway Records Team,

Waste and Environment,

Wiltshire Council,

County Hall,

Bythesea Road,

TROWBRIDGE,

Wiltshire, BAL4 8JN



Burke, Barbara

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

éeppercombe Lane
Urchfont
SN10 40R

Tel: 01380 840368

Dear Ms. Burke,

Robert Pendry ¥adievadranBy Y

09 October 2015 12:08

Burke, Barbara

Ref: BB/2014/01 Additional Footpath Urchfont 51

I am writing to express my full support for the proposed re-establishment of a
footpath through the grounds of Urchfent School. This restores a long-standing right
of way that has been progressively eroded and obstructed over the 25 years that I have

ived in this village.

Objections by the school and/or parents on the grounds of safety and protection of the
school children can be met easlily by the erection of a fence along that section of the
route that passes close to the school buildings and yards. This would keep the school
site secure and the footpath open.

Yours sincerely,

Robert FPendry



Burke, Barbara

[ R RN RN .

From: Rosamund PENDRY %

Sent: 09 October 2015 16:35

To: Burke, Barbara

Subject: Fw: Ref: BB/2014/01 Additional Footpath Urchfont 51

Peppercombe Lane
Urchfont
SN10 4QR

Tel: 01380 840368

Dear Ms. Burke,

- am writing to express my full support for the proposed re-establishment of a
footpath through the grounds of Urchfont School. This restores a long-standing right
of way that has been progressively aroded and obstructed over the 25 years that I have
lived in this wvillage.

Objections by the school and/or parents on the grounds of safety and protection of the
school children can be met easily by the erection of a fence along that section of the
route that passes close to the school buildings and yards. This would keep the school
g@ite secure and the footpath open.

Yours sincerely,

Rosamund Pendry



i

R

Tr(}wbridg
Wiltshire
BA14 9DB

231115

Rights of way, Waste and Environment,
Wiltshire Councild,

County Hall,

Bythesea Road,

Trowbridge,

Wilts,

BAI4 8JN

Dear Ms B Burke,

I am writing to express my deep concern regarding
the possibility that a right of way has been approved go
through Urchfont C of E Primary School.

I have been a teacher at the school since September 2001 and
in that whole time the pathway running from Top Green to the
school has never been used by the general public as a right of
way during school hours, The gate was always locked from
the school side and the only people using 1t were on school
business. There have always been clear notices which also
make it clear that it was only a pathway to access the school.
It 1s a pedestrian access to the school for parents and children
and needs to remain as such for the safe guarding of the
children of the school.

By continuing with this right of way vou are creating a severe
risk to our child protection and sale guarding issue for
Urchiont C of B Primary School. Every school is required by
the government to protect the children in its care and il the



general public are allowed to walk through our school
grounds then this creates a child protection and safe guarding
risk. How are we supposed (o protect our children it you z:%mz.ﬁ:
on allowing anvone onto our school grounds without the

ability (o challenge them”? How are we supposed (o prove (o
OFSTED that we can protect the children in our care if there
is a right of way through the school site?

P hope you are able to reconsider your decision to ensure the
continued safety of the children of Urchfont.

Yours Sincerely

Mg E&?‘ ?Ejiz*w”



To
Wiltshire County Council Planning Department. e

Urchfont Parish Council. Darras Hall,

Wiltshire Education Department. Ponteland.
Northumberland

cC. 6th November 2015

Urchfont C of E Primary School.

(fsted.

Claire Perry Local MP
Gazette and Herald newspaper

re Application to open a Public Right of Way through Urchfont School ground.

Dear Sir/Madam,

I am writing to strongly object to the above proposal due to the safety of the
children.

As a concerned grandmother, and Registered, Qualified Social Worker of 17
years (now retired) working in the field of Child Protection for Northumberland
County Council, { would like to draw your attention to the 1989 Children Act,
which clearly states that the “Welfare of the Child is Paramount”. I do not believe
the current proposal puts the children’s needs first especially when there are
guite plainly alternative routes available,

The above plans would allow members of the public to be in very close proximity
to the children, and in this day and age it has become regrettably necessary to
protect children from outsiders.

[t would be nice to go back to the old days naive as it may have been, to believe
that everyone was well meaning towards children, but experience has taught us
that this is not always the case.

My grandchildren and their family moved to Urchfont in 2008. Since then and in
all of that time whenever | have been picking the children up or dropping them
off at school, the gate at the end of the path leading to the school has always been
bolted and locked during the day. The reason for this being that access to the
school is for teachers, parents and pupils only, and not a public footpath.

! find is astonishing that when the school are clearly saying that this proposal is
not in the best interests of the children that anyone should question their

capability, as after all they are the experts.

Yours faithfully

Kathleen V Pilling (Mrs)



¥ The Spa
Melksham Wilts
SN12 6QL
14" October 2015
Ms B Burke
Rights of Way, Waste and Environment,
Wiltshire Council,
County Hall, Bythesea Road,
Trowbridge, Wiltshire BA14 8IN
Dear Ms Burke,

Re Obiection to the Application to add a footpath to the definitive map through Urchfont
School grounds.

| am writing to object to the Order on the grounds that the stated path has never been a
Public Right of Way.

| was Deputy Headteacher at Urchfont School from 1984 101989 and my clear
understanding was always, that the pathway from the Top Green to the school was not a
right of way for the general public to access the playing field. After school we would escort
the children along the path to the transport that would be waiting on the Green to take the
children home.

There were two high wooden gates, one at the road end and the other at the school end.
The gate nearest the school was bolted from the school side during school hours and
padlocked during the holidays.

There were signs on the gate indicating that it was the entrance to the school and
unauthorised access was prohibited.

Anyone who entered the school grounds during the school day did so without permission of
the school would have been challenged by a member of staff.

Yours sincerely, 574, b

Celia Jennings (M3}



Burke, Barbara

T R A R R Lo
From: Colinandkath Keay <jié&s

Sent: 30 November 2015 09:10

To: Burke, Barbara

Subject: Right of way through Urchfont School

Colin Keay

@ Southcliffe Road
Market Lavington
Devizes, Wilts
SN10 4BZ

Dear Ms Burke,
Re Objection to the Application to add a footpath to the definitive map through Urchfont school grounds

Fam writing to object to the Order on the grounds that the stated path has never been a Public Right of Way.
.ave been associated with the school and pre-school since 2012 when my grandchildren enrolled. On every
occasion that | have arrived at the school during school hours | have had to request entry through a gate that is
focked. This clearly indicates that access is controlled by the School far the security of the children and | wholly

support this.

Furthermore, this practice has gone unchallenged in these three years which indicates to me that Urchfont
Community recognised that this was a permissive path, not a right of way.

Yours sincerely, Colin Keay

htip://www.fastmail.com - Accessible with your email software
or over the web




Burke, Barbara

From: Chr:stopher K ing TR ;:‘;.;_..,.i;..,o.‘...";’",;mg,_;_{, Hharsirilh
Sent: 30 November 2015 13:50

To: Burke, Barbara

Subject: PROW through Urchfont School

Dear Ms Burke,

| am writing as a parent of two children who attended Urchfont Pre-School and now Urchfont School, and
also as a resident of Urchfont, with regard to the PROW through the school grounds, to which | fully
OBIJECT. | have lived in the village since September 2010.

Since residing in the village, | have always had a clearing understanding that the pathway from the top
green was NOT a PROW, only a pathway which my partner and children use to safely walk cur children to
school. When we first moved to the village, my partner walked to the park area around the road, and
never once thought that walking through the school grounds was an option, to get to the park or the

oods. | know we would most definitely have been challenged by members of the school if either of us
had walked through the grounds inside of school hours. This news that a PROW may be opened through
school grounds was a complete shock as there has always been a clear notice to state that the pathway
leads to Urchfont School and the gateway at the top of the path was bolted on the school's side during
school hours to ensure safety of the children, indicating once again that this path was solely for use of
parents and children.

| am extremely concerned as a parent about this PROW being opened, the main reason is the safety of the
children. Not only due to predators but also because of dogs who will be walking along the path, where
children are. There is also a concern of dogs fouling, my children walk to school and regularly have to
dodge it. We do not need this happening in our own school grounds.

We hear of so many unfortunate incidents on the news and in the papers with regards to children being
victimised, we would like to prevent this from EVER happening at our school, so please lets not give
anyone the opporiunity to do this, lets keep our children as safe as possible and find another solution.

.ours sincerely

Christopher King
Chris King Roofing LTD, Slaters and Tilers.




Burke, Barbara

PN
From: David Kinnaird <G eigeoimiag
Sent: 12 October 2015 23: 03
To: Burke, Barbara
Subject: WILTSHIRE COUNCIL (PARISH OF URCHFONT) PATH NO 51 DEFINITIVE MAP AND

STATEMENT MODIFICATION QRDER 2015

Dear Barbara,
Many thanks for writing with the update in relation to the above order.

I strongly support the order. The creation of a public right of way is a matter of fact - and
clearly the route shown was used by a large number of people for a long period of time until it
w's blocked up by the school governing body.

The school only became exercised about the risk to child protection that the path could represent
hen this became a part of the OFSTED examination.

The text below is as relevant now as it was when [ wrote to the school in 2013:

“'m not sure | see that there is much risk in creating a footpath through the school grounds. The gate was
open 24/7 for years without incident (a fact your letter omitted to mention) before the unilateral decision
was made to lock it — creating as | recall a real kerfuffle! The obvious consequence was that mums and
toddlers had to waltk around cuckoo corner to get to the field — a much greater and more real risk than the
imaginary bogey-man stalking the fields...

I noted to you by email on 20 Jan 2012 “Re the path — it was used as footpath for many years by the public
~ so be cautious that no-one applies to get it designated as such”

Given the peremptory nature of the gate’s closure | even considered doing the same myself. | didn’t, but
looked into it and found it to be a fairly straightforward exercise. My view is that had the GB taken the time
"9 consider the needs of village access to the playing fields before the gate was closed this could all have
veen agreed beforehand.

¥'d be prepared to look constructively at creating a footpath along the back of the school buildings rather
than dismissing it and stating without justification that it is a “huge security risk”

My view is that the path can be re-routed - key is that the village has easy access to the playing
fields and swings.

The historic route of the path after it leaves the waiting area doesn't really work. The local
authority can apply for this to be diverted under s 119B of HA 1980 {a special diversion order
for a path crossing school ground to protect pupils or staff from violence or the threat of
violence, harassment, alarm or distress arising from unlawful activity or any other risk to their
health or safety arising from such activity) See

b/ fweaew legisiation.gov.uid/ukpes/ 1980/66/section/1158




My view therefore is that it cannot be closed, it needs te be diverted. The school should be
encouraged to work to find a solution . The obvious (blindingly) solution is to run the path
from the gate, along the back of the houses, behind the oil tank and along the school drive to
connect with the other path.. Maybe the oil tank has to be moved a touch. Everyone happy. |
don not agree that there are “obvious safeguarding reasons (as cited by the school)” that
prevents a path running alongside the school? it’s not as though it needs to run right through
the halll A path following this route gives the access people need without any risk to children.

Kind regards

David Kinnaird

High Street

Urchfont

DEVIZES
SN10 40L



Burke, Barbara

L NN R R RN o
From: Lisa kinnaird <Afseitnd

Sent: 25 QOctober 2G15 04.08

To: Burke, Barbara

Subject: Wiltshire Council (Parish of Urchfont) Path No 51 etc

Dear Barbara. | know my husband David has already sent comment on this but my daughter Emily (11) wrote the
below and | thought | would share this with you. Kind regards. Lisa Kinnaird

it's Emily here : I've never ever felt threatened in urchfont. When we are changing at school all blinds are closed and
no one can see through. | don't see the reason why people are worried about our privacy, |'ve lived in urchfont my
whole life and not once have | been threatened or abused. | almost know everyone in urchfont and every one is so
nice to me, | think there should be a path!! My mum has already taught me if someone strange come towards me.
There is no threat!!! My sister and her friend were on their bikes, and a van came round the corner and knocked
them off their bikes. Charlotte was fine but her friend had to go to hospital as her handle bar punctured her
“domen only just missing her bladder. This is why there should be a path through the school and cuckoo corner is a

uvangerous place especially for children! Than you for listening . ¥ +®  Sentfrom my iPhone



LEAReE
Potterne
Devizes
Wilts
SN10 5PH

24th November 2015

Ms B Burke

Rights of Way, Waste and Environment,
Wiltshire council,

county Hall,

Bythesea Road,

Trowbridge,

Wiltshire

BAT4 8JN

Dear Ms Burke,

Re Objection to the Application to add a footpath to the definitive map
through Urchfont school grounds

I am writing to object to the Order on the grounds that the stated path has never been a
Public Right of Way.

I was a parent of children at the school from 2004 to 2011 and | was Chair of the Parent
Teacher Association for two years. | also helped in the classroom as a parent assistant for
several years.

During the years that | was involved with the school, my understanding was that the
pathway from the Green into the school was a pedestrian access to the school only.

There were two high wooden gates, one at the road end of the pathway, the other at the
school end. The gate nearest the school was bolted from the schoot side during schoot
hours. For this reason, if | needed to gain access to the school during the school day |
would always enter the school via the main drive.

There were signs on the gate indicating that it was the entrance to the school and
unauthorised access was prohibited. Anyone who entered the school grounds did so
without the permission of the school and if seen would have been chatlenged by a member
of staff. As a parent | would have been very concerned if | had seen a member of the
public with no valid reason to be on schoot property within the school grounds.

yours sincerely,

Sarah Leckie (Mrs)



Potterne
Devizes
Wilts
SN10 5PH

24th November 2015

Ms B Burke

Rights of Way, Waste and Environment,
Wiltshire council,

County Hall,

Bythesea Road,

Trowbridge,

Wiltshire

BA14 8JN

Dear Ms Burke,

Objection to the Applicati o add a foot to the definitiv

through Urchfont school grounds

I'am writing to object to the Order on the grounds that the stated path has never been a
Public Right of Way.

I was a parent of children at the school from 2004 to 2011 and during this time | was a
parent Governor and, for a period, Chair of Governors.

Whilst in these roles | was the school’s project manager for the construction of the
covered area between the classrooms and therefore had knowledge of both the building
and site plans.

My understanding has always been that the pathway from the Green into the school was
solely a pedestrian access to the school, with no right of way.

There were two high wooden gates, one at the road end of the pathway, the other at the
school end. The gate nearest the school was bolted from the school side during schoot
hours. For this reason, if | needed to gain access to the school during the school day |
would always enter the school via the main drive.

There were signs on the gate indicating that it was the entrance to the school and
unauthorised access was prohibited. Anyone who entered the school grounds did so
without the permission of the school and if seen would have been challenged by a member
of staff. As a parent | would have been very concerned if | had seen a member of the
pubtic with no valid reason to be on school property within the school grounds; as a
Governor, it was of the highest priority to ensure that all of the children remained safe in
the School environment. The proposed footpath challenges this essentiat principle
significantly.




Urchfont Pre-Schoof C10O
Cuckoo Corner
Urchfont
Wiltshire
SN10 4RA

01380 848444

22™ November 2015

Ms B Burke

Rights of Way, Waste and Environment,
Wiltshire Council,

County Hall,

Bythesea Road,

Trowbridge,

Wiltshire

BA14 8IN

Dear Ms Burke,

Re Objection to the Application to add a footpath to the definitive map
through Urchfont school grounds

I am writing on behalf of the committee of Urchfont Pre-School C10 1o object to the Order
on the grounds that the stated path has never been a Public Right of Way.

The pre-school is situated in the grounds of Urchfont Primary School and shares access and
play areas. We have been on site for almost 20 years.

During all these years working closely with the school, our clear understanding has always
been that the pathway from Top Green to the school was not a right of way for the generai
public to access the playing field. It is for the use of primary and pre-school parents during
the school day to access the school site.

There were two high wooden gates, one at the road end and the other at the school end. The
gate nearest the school was bolted from the school side during school hours. Our parents were
asked to bolt this gate after themselves.,

There were signs on the gate indicating that it was the entrance to the school and
unauthorised access was prohibited.



It was our understanding that anyone who entered the school grounds during the school day

did so without the permission of the school and would have been challenged by a member of
staff.

As a committee we are gravely concerned that the school site will be a public right of way.
From a safeguarding point of view the fact that anyone will be allowed free access to the
school site ts very worrying. Even now, when the site is closed to the public and their dogs,
the amount of dog mess that the pre-school children tread in s significant.

We ask that you reconsider adding a footpath to the definitive map through Urchfont School
grounds.

Yours sincerely,

warah Lee
Commitiee chairman



gsiHigh Street
Urchfont
Wiltshire
SN10 4011

22" Navember 2015

Ms B Burke

Rights of Way, Waste and Iinvironment,
Wiltshire Council,

County Hall,

Bythesea Road,

Trowbridge,

Wiltshire

BA14 8IN

Dear Ms Burke,

Re Objection to the Application to add a footpath to the definitive map
through Urchiont school grounds

I am writing to object to the Order on the grounds that the stated path has never been a Public
Right of Way.

I was associated with the school from September 1999 to July 2012 as a villager, parent (at
both pre-school and the primary school), school governor and helper.

During all those years of being associated with the school, my clear understanding, was
always, that the pathway from Top Green to the school was not a right of way for the general
public to access the playing field. It is known as the school footpath, because it accesses the
school and pre-school.

There were two high wooden gates, one at the road end and the other at the school end. The
gate nearest the school was bolted from the school side during school hours. Shortly after
moving to the village in 1999 I recall meeting another villager who worked. at Urchfont
Manor. She told me that she was fed up with the school locking the gates and she should be
allowed access across the site to go to work in the Manor.

There were signs on the gate indicating that it was the entrance to the school and
unauthorised access was prohibited. I knew that if | wanted to access the village play
equipment I would have to walk around Cuckoo Corner not down the school footpath and
past the school classrooms. I knew that 1 risked being challenged by a member of school stafl
if I was met on the footpath.

It was my understanding that anyone who entered the school grounds during the school day
did so without the permission of the school would have been challenged by a member of
stafl. My own children when older and on inset days from Lavington School have been
asked to leave the site of Urchfont School as they didn’t share the same inset days and the
primary school was still in session. They and their friends knew not to try to play on the field
until after 3.15pm.



When I first moved to the village in 1999 it was very difficult to get to the school footpath
from the Top Green with my double buggy as the gates at that time formed a chicane. 1
approached the governors of the primary school to rectify this as | considered this to be their
fooipath and their responsibility io provide good access for their parenis. They addressed my
problem and changed this gate to allow easy access for their families with buggies and
wheelchairs.

Yours sincerely,

Sarah Lee



22 November 2015

Ms B Bruke

Rights of Way, Waste and Environment,
Witlshire Council,

County Hali,

Bythesea Read,

Trowbridge

Wiltshire,

BA14 8JN

Objection to the Order for a Public Right of Way through Urchfont School

Dear Ms Burke,

I moved to the village in 1999 with my wife and twe small children, we rapidly had two more
and frequented the School field most weekends to use the swings, climbing frame,
roundabout ete.

I was elected to the Bchool Governing Body just after my first child joined Urchiont School
in 2001 and remained a Governor until 2008 following four years as Chair of Governors. All
four of my children passed through the School with the last leaving in 2012, I therefore had
a close relationship with the school for 11 years, at no time in that period did I believe that
the path from Top Green was anything other than for parents to get to School, although
many of us used it cutside of school hours. The school made it very clear with signs that it
was a private path.

During my time as a governor | was privy te several conversations that are pertinent to this
application and are why I object to the notion that it has always been a right of way:

The School asked the neighbours who owned the fence to repair it as it was dangerous
for the children, the neighbour at the Ark then replaced it.

The school re-laid the path prior to 2006 and put in lights along the path so when dark
and frightening on the way home in winter the children could still see - the school didn’t
have quite enough money and so the final light wasn’t erected {even though there are
wires there for the future). The lights were set to only come on in Schoeol time when dark
as the path was only to be used in school time. Had this been a public path then others
would have paid for the final light and it would have been lit even when the School is not
opern.

There were numercus discussions with the county on ownership of various parts of the
School land (aeighbour’s borders along the school drive, the citing of fences, the paying
for grass cutting otc.) one area that was never guestionsd was the private nature of the
sath from Top Green and that the gate was locked in Schoel time.
When the meial fence at the front of the school was erected there was a discussion on
it should be locked with a padlock and again the governors talked through locking the

gate out of school hours, it was lelt there was no need as the villagers mostly treated the



parh ouiside of sch
schouol hours.

When the cameras around the school were erected
outside of School hours vo stop peeple vsing the path at all again.

oty of pupils is paramount and hence fences have
ral, ane area that did not have to change were the

OQFSTED make 1t very clear th
had to be erccted arvund the sc
windows and doors near the path as the gate wag locked in school hours allowing no
access. | do not see how the School could stop peaple looking into the windows of the
school were the path opened to the public with the current arrangement. OFSTED would
not allow this and would no doubt insist cir erecting a high fence o surround the schosd
and create a new path close to the neighbour’s boundary. None of this has been done in the

past as it isn’t a public vight of way.

I think it 1s deplorable that Schoeel time e to go into defending something
rather than focussing on education because a lew people in the village wish (o change
history. The path hias not been a nght of way, however the fact the School allows peopls to
use it out of School hours is now belng used as a reason for people to walk through the
School Grounds at any time. § have to question the moetives of those who want to walk
within a few feet of a classroom when the

arid money ha

Yours Sincerely,




Tipton St John
Sidmouth
Devon
EX10 0AX

Tel. 01404 &

20" November 2015

Ms B Burke

Rights of Way, Waste and Environment
Wiltshire Council

County Hall

Bythesea Road

Trowbridge

Wiltshire

BA14 8IN

Dear Ms Burke,

Re Objection to the Application to add a footpath to the definitive map through Urchfont C of E
Primary School grounds

I was a member of the school Governing Body between 2010 and 2014. For the duration of that
term [ was responsible for all Safeguarding issues associated with the School and like all my fellow
Governors | regarded the requirement to maintain a safe environment both within the school
building and at all exterior play areas and access points around the school as one of our primary
responsibilities.

The location of the school continues to present unique security problems in that it is sited in a large
recreation area with easy access from a playing field and neighbouring gardens. In addition there is
direct access to the school via a footpath from The Green/Blackboard Lane. Dealing with that
footpath first during my term as a Governor the footpath was first secured by two wooden gates,
one close to the road and the other at the school end and this gate was always kept shut and bolted
from the school side during school hours. When | assumed the safeguarding role I had cause to
question ownership and purpose of the path. [ was assured by both the then Head Teacher and
Chair of Governors that the path was private but out of school hours the gates were left open to
allow the public easy access to the playing field. Notices were clearly displayed outlining access
without authorisation was not permitted during school hours. If the notices were defaced or
damaged they were replaced. Subsequently the gate was modified with an electronic lock and audio
link to the School’s Administration office. The immediate boundary on the playing field side of the
school whilst covered by a CCTV surveillance system did create a concern, reinforced by an OFSTED
inspection report of the Pre-school calling for security fencing along the boundary, and as a
consequence a security fence was erected. The staff at the School are particularly vigilant,
challenging anyone approaching the school ,and both through their observation and use of the CCTV
monitoring security is good hut must not be undermined by a Rights of Way so close to the School.



When most people discuss the guestion of security and safeguarding at schools it is generally in
terms of the ‘bogeyman’, someone who s going to threaten or harm the children and their teachers.
Sateguarding Is far more extensive than that and whilst clearly the prevention of physicat harm to
the children is uppermost there are many other issues. The unwarranted intrusion by unauthorised
people on or near the school premises can cause anxiety for the children; children from other
schools with different holiday times can be both a distraction and a security threat; divorcing parenis
engaged in custody battles for a child must not be allowed to enter anywhere near the school
without the School staff having a clear understanding of which parent has the current custody and
parental rights. Safeguarding is extended fo the times when the children have to exit from the
school. Normally this is for either the end of school hours or school trips but in the event of the fire
alarm being sounded the children and staff must evacuate to predetermined assembly points, one of
which is the area at the school end of the footpath. The area is not large and is barely sufficient for a
controlled assembly. Any reduction in size of this area and any further physical restriction around it
will have severe implications for the safety of children in the event of an emergency, particularly a
fire.

During term time it is generally adults who seek access to the village playing field during school
hours. The predominant activity is walking, mainly with a dog but not always. Until quite recently
most walkers would use a permissive path through the northern boundary to Urchfont Manor. As
dogs are banned from the recreation area which is predominantly the school playing field it is
obvious why dog walkers in particular used the permissive path. Soon after the conclusion of the
sale of Urchfont Manor 1o private purchasers Urchfont Parish Council agreed to their request to
discontinue the Permissive Path and in time a footpath was created along the northern boundary of
the recreation area to accommodate walkers seeking access to either the amenities in the playing
field or Oakfrith Wood. At no time whilst | was a Governor did | receive or hear of any
representation from a statutory authority to change the private path from The Green to the School
into a public right of way

Yours sincerely

Y.

W

Rodney Lind OPM



Urchfont
Devizes
Wiltshire
SN10 4QS

13 November 2015 Your ref: BB/2014/01

Barbara Burke

Definitive Map and Highway Records Team Leader
Waste and Environment

Wiltshire Council, County Hall

Bythesea Road

TROWBRIDGE

BA14 8IN

Dear Barbara
Appilication to add a footpath to the definitive map and statement of Urchfont

Further to your letter dated 8 October 2015, I am writing to confirm my support for the
recording of a public footpath on a route between Top Green, Blackboard Lane through the
schoot grounds to the recreation field.

On moving to the village of Urchfont in 1982, I used this route freely on a very regular basis
to access the school (my three children attended the school between 1985 and 1995), the
recreation ground beyond and other recreational facilities including the children’s play
equipment, the tennis courts and the local bluebell wood. (See my letter to you dated 26
September 2014 where I list examples of why I used that particular route.) I have been
prevented from using this route during school hours since 2011 because my way was barred
by a locked gate part way along the pathway.

I would like to take my two-year-old grandson plus scooter and baby granddaughter in a
buggy to the recreational facilities i.e. “swings” during school hours but going on foot via
Cuckoo Corner is too dangerous; it is narrow with no pavements, has a 90° bend and is
used by farm and other traffic in both directions. The footpath through the schooi grounds,
closed by the school, is and always has been the safest way of accessing the school and the
village's recreational facilities.

I think that the use of the route by myself and other villagers/members of the public
through the schoot grounds has made it a Right of Way and it only stopped being one when
it was blocked by the school’s focking of the gate during school hours. 1t is for this reason
that I support the re-opening of the path and its recording on the definitive map and
staternent of Urchfont.

Yours sincerely

Mrs Janet Hawkins



Urchfont
Devizes
SN10 45Q

Your Ref: BB/2014/01 17 November 2015

Ms Barbara Burke
Rights of Way
Wittshire Council
County Hall
Bythesea Road
Trowbridge

BA14 83N

Dear Barbara

Re: Application to add a footpath to the definitive map & statement in Urchfont

I am writing in support of the above order. My family moved to Urchfont in 1982 and we regularly
used the footpath to take our young children to the playing fields as it was and still is, the only safe
route to the play equipment.

In 1985 I began teaching at Urchfont School and I taught there for ten years. During this time
there was free access to villagers along that footpath, to enable them to access to the playing
fields and tennis courts. During my time at the school a bolt was put at the very top, inside the
gate. It was not always locked, but was put there to keep young chiidren in, not peopie out, as
everyone was aware of it and it was positioned so that adults could access it to open the gate from
outside. At that time the school was the hub of the village and very much part of village life. I was,
therefore both surprised and shocked when the footpath was closed without any consultation, so
depriving the village community, both young and old, of this longstanding and very valuable
community asset.

I am now a grandparent and our grandchitdren love to visit the park and the playing fields. Sadly
however, the route we now have to take is too dangerous for buggies and excited three year olds,
as there is no footpath, a dangerous bend, entrance to a farm and bullding construction going on
with all the accompanying dangerous traffic.

I am saddened that the decision was made to close this longstanding right of way and I can only
hope that commonsense and above all regard for children’s safety prevails. There is, I am sure, an
easy way to construct the right of way to both ensure the safety of the schoolchildren and that of
those visiting the playing fields.




Urchfont
Devizes

SN10 4S8N
01380 840794

26th November 2015

Barbara Burke

Definitive Map and Highway Records Team
Waste and Environment

Wiltshire Council

County Hall

Bythesea Road

TROWBRIDGE

Wilts

BA14 84N

Dear Ms Burke

We write to you in relation to the proposed public right of way from the Top Green In
Urchfont Village to the village playing field and recreation area via the established pathway
between the two houses, The Ark and Fiddlers Cottage.

Our family moved to Urchfont in July 1987 and our two daughters attended the Urchfont
Primary School. Since that time we have used this pathway on a regular basis, during and
outside school hours to access, not only the school, but the recreation area and the Tennis
Courts.

We have both had links with the school through various activities, including School Parents
Association, Clerk to the Governors, Cycling Proficiency to mention a few. We have also
used the pathway in question throughout that time, in order to use the recreation facilities.

We are aware that there has been mention that the gate at the end of this pathway was
bolted and padiocked with signs stating that access is denied during school hours. tis
difficult to be categoric as to this fact, but we can say that throughout the time we have lived
in the village at no time had our passage along this pathway been barred, until recently. We
are aware that at some time a bolt was fitted to the gate, but it was our understanding that
this bolt was fitted to stop the children from gaining access to the road without adult
supervision, It was our practice to slide back the bolt to gain access and re-holt the gate
afterwards. It is only in the last four years that we know for certain that the gate has been
locked with a buzzer system controlled by the Schoo! Secretary.

We hope that this information will be of help {o you, but should you require any more details
please do not hesitate to contact us.

Yours sincerely

Trevor and Gillian Hill



Micael Holl

Devizes;
Wiltshire
SN10 1EU

26/11/15
Dear Ms Burke,

1 would just like my objection noted reference the proposed PROW through Urchfont Primary
School, Urchfont Nr Devizes. As a live on site caretaker of 35 years, I feel T have a position to be
able to speak with some knowledge of the problems this would cause if it should go ahead. I am all
to aware of the huge safety implications of a secondary school and keeping the school safe with out
a PROW, not to mention a PROW through a primary school! Right is the key word here, but
doesn't children of our county and indeed the country as a whole have too the right to play and leam
in safety in as much safety as we can possibly offer.

I hope that the decision made, will be the right one, that will assure my adopted family whom are
pupils of UPS, do not have the risk of, whilst on school grounds during sitting time, have an
increased risk of coming into contact with strangers, or a vicious dog or dog faeces- a problem that
was always a problem at Devizes School, subsequently as a result of allowing this PROW to be
passed.

My thanks in advance for your consideration

Yours sincerely

gy .(" i
Mr M Holloway %




Michael Holloway,
Devizes,

Wiltshire

SN10 1EU

26/11/15
Dear Ms Burke,

I would just like my objection noted reference the proposed PROW through Urchfont Primary
School, Urchfont Nr Devizes. As a mother and the Wife of a live on site caretaker of 35 years, | feel
1 have a position to be able to speak with some knowledge of the problems this would cause if it
should go ahead. We were all to aware of the huge safety implications of a secondary school and
keeping the school safe with out a PROW and the huge amount of work that went into keeping it so.
You always had theose who would vandalize and thus obviously this is another risk vou will be
opening UPS up to that bit more. Our school always had issues with dogs not being permitied but it
was almost impossible to enforce and this too brought with it problems of upset when you tried to
enforce it. As a mother PROW through a primary school rings alarm bells. Right is the key word
here, our children of our county and indeed the country as a whole have the right to play and lean
in safety in as much safety as we can possibly offer.

I hope that the decision made, will be the right one, that will assure our adopted family whom are
pupils of UPS, do not have the risk of, whilst on school grounds during sitting time, have any
increased risk of coming into contact with strangers, or a vicious dog or dog faeces- a problem that
was always a problem at Devizes School, subsequently as a result of allowing this PROW 1o be
passed.

My thanks in advance for your consideration

Yours sincerely

Mrs Rita Holloway




Rowde

Devizes,

Wiltshire,

SN10ZAM

18" November 2015

Mis B Burke,

Rights of Way, Waste and Environment,
Wiltshire Council,

Cotnty Hall,

Bythesea Road,

Trowbridge,

Wiltshire,

BALA BIN

Dear Ms Burke,

Re  Oblection to the Application to add 2 footpath to the definitive map throush the prounds of
Urchiont €, of E. V. €. School

{ am writing 1o object to the Order on the grounds that the stated path has never been a Public Right
of Way,

t was Headteacher at Urchfont C. of E. V.C .Primary School between 2002 to 2009,

During ali of those years that | was associated with the school, my understanding was always that
the pathway was a pedestrian access 1o the school. There were two high wooden gates at either end
of the access path to the school. The gate nearest to the school was bolted from the school side
during school hours. There were signs on this gate indicating that it was the entrance to the schogl
and that unauthorised access was prohibited. There was a similar sign on the playground. Anyone
whe entered the school grounds during schodt hours, and not on schoot ar pre-school business, was
doing so without the consent of the school.

Yours Sincerely,

Wlrs fackie Holton



Devizes,

Wiltshire,
SN10 2Ti.
14.11.15

Ms B Burke

Rights of Way, Waste and Environment,

Wiltshire County Council,

Bythesea Road,

Trowbridge.

Dear Ms Burke,

I am writing to strongly object to the right of way through the grounds of Urchfont C of E Primary
School. | joined the school as a member of staff in early 1998, initially as a teaching assistant and
latterly as a teacher and have always had a very clear understanding that the pathway from Top
Green to the school was not a public right of way and was always a pedestrian access for parents
and children.

As the only Teaching assistant in the school when | joined the staff in 1998 | played a very important
role in ensuring that the gate was bolted from the school side at all times during the school day. |
recall checking the gate during the school day and when finding that it had been unbolted, which at
times it was, ensuring that it was bolted again immediately. | recall that on occasion | have
challenged members of the public who had ventured onto school property either through the gate,
having reached over the gate and unbolting it or those that had walked up the school drive and had
unbolted the gate to walk back to the Top green. It was always of paramount importance to me to
ensure that the gate was always bolted during the school day and members of the general public
were not allowed to access the school grounds.

In my experience parents and children alike were aware that the gate should always be locked and
when parents have entered the school on business during the school day | have on numerous
occasions followed behind them and locked the gate after their exit.] also recali that there was a
notice at the bottom of the path nearest to Top Green that stated that the path was for access to
the school anly.

| reiterate most strongly my objection to the right of way in light of the reasons stated above.

Yours sincerely
Yk !

Honor House
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URCHFONT CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL

Site Security & Visitor Control

STATEMENT OF INTENT

® This procedure acts as a supplement to the “Security Procedures” section of the
“Health and Safety Manual for Schools™.

® It should be read and acted upon in conjunction with the Health and Safety Manual.

Visitors
Gates will be kept closed

All visitors will be directed towards the main door and reception by the use of
signs at all possible entrances to school grounds

All Authorised Visitors will be issued with a badge by reception staff

All members of staff should be instructed to challenge anyone encountered on
school premises whom they do not recognise as a legitimate visitor. Such people
should be required to produce evidence of their identity and account for their
presence. If they are unable to do so satisfactorily, they should be escorted to the
Reception Area or to the Headteacher, where the purpose of their visit may be
confirmed. If the latter course is chosen, the reason for it should be clearly
explained - legitimate visitors should not mind.

e Under no circumstances should visitors be permitted to remove items of property
or the property of staff, unless the person witnessing the event has personal
knowledge of the visitors’ identity and their authority to do so. Walk-in thieves,
sometimes under the guise of ‘equipment repair persomnel’ can be extremely
plausible in manner and appearance, and staff need to be aware of the dangers.

Cash Handling

o All cash will be stored within a safe .

Valuable Property

¢ All valuable property will be marked both visibly and invisibly to aid recovery
should it be stolen.

Personal Property

e All personal property will be locked in the staff room

Key Control

¢ A log of all permanent and temporarily issued keys will be kept m the school
office.
Page 1 of 2 " Site Security & Visitor Control

Updated March 2005
Version | ]




URCHFONT CHURCH OF FNGLAND PREMARY SCHOOL

¢ Ifakey is lost it should be reported immediately to allow the locks to be changed
and keys re-issued.

e A key audit should be performed annually.

Unauthorised use of school facilities

e Signs will be placed indicating that the play equipment and the playground are not :'
to be used outside of school hours.

e CCTV will be used to collect evidence of unauthorised use of school premises,
and signs that it is in use should be displayed.

Date for review
January 2006

Site Security & Visitor Control
Updaied Mareh 2005
Version 1.

Page % of 2



Ra™ - i

PMYGRou NS /f"""“‘-"\—m /C.Ga Pa@cs

RISK ASSESSMENT RECORD

This form is to be used in conjunction with any of the
Preliminary Risk Assessment Forms RA2 -7

Isame: ’ Unauwuorised ey ’ AcCess QOwmpcarnidg Sﬁge.\-f
Location: I
What measures are cerrently in place to reduce the likelihood of harm occurring?

See RA2 -~
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Do you assess these measures as being adequate?
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s Yes ’ @/

Your Name: /\T ‘\%\\m\‘\ Date: 2 /’ o S
¥ "No', what additional measures are necessary? '
Action By Whoem By When
S Rz -\

Copies of this farm are avaflabie from the Health and Safety Adviser ar County Half




adgemore
Henley on Thames
Oxon RG94NR

27 October 2015

Ms B Burke

Rights of Way, Waste and Environment,
Wiltshire Council,

County Hall,

Bythesea Road,

Trowbridge,

BA14 8JN

Cear Madam,
PROPOSED RIGHT OF WAY THROUGH URCHFONT SCHOOL GROUNDS

I am writing with some information that is relevant to the forthcoming judgement on the
public right of way that is proposed to run through the grounds of Urchfont Primary School.

My father was the Warden of Urchfont Manor from 1965 . to 1995 During that time | lived in
“The Ark” on The Green, Urchfont from 1965 until 1979 and we then moved {o Crockwood
House on Cuckoo Corner where | lived until 1990 Both properties were owned by Wiltshire
County Council.

When Urchfont School was built on the village playing field in 1974, a pathway was cut
through our garden at The Ark along the boundary with Fiddiers Cottage to provide
pedestrian access spegcifically to the new school. During the period from 1974 to 1985,
when we moved house, | call recall that the gate at the school end of that pathway was very
often secured to prevent entry to the school site. | am not sure of the situation after 1985, but
| would dare say that there was no reason for change.

From the time that the new school was built | always had a clear understanding that the new
pathway from Top Green to the school was only for access to the school. | remember in
particular during the period from 1985 to 1995, when we lived at Crookwood House, people
not associated with the school that wanted to use the playing field used to come round
Cuckoo Corner and go past my house to gain access to the field.

I always had a clear understanding from 1974 to 1995 that the pathway from Top Green to
the school was not a right of way for the general public and that is was always, from the very
beginning, a footpath to the schoo! for parents and pupils. | also believe that this was the
generally held view by many people in the village.

It seems inconceivable to me that a claim for a public right of way from Top Green through
the Urchfont School site can be valid. | hope that this statement is useful in making any
judgement.
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Burke, Barbara

From: Jane & Tom ¢

Sent: 16 November 2015 20:17
To: Burke, Barbara

Subject: Letter of support

The Definitive Map Modification Order - Application to add a footpath to the definitive map and
statement in Urchfont (The route from Blackboard Lane at the Top Green through the grounds of the
school to the recreation ground)

Dear Barbara,

[ am writing to register my support for Wiltshire Council’s order to add the existing pathway from
Blackboard Lane at the Top Green through the grounds of the school to the recreation ground to the
definitive map of Urchfont.

[ grew up in Urchfont and attended Urchfont School between 1984 and 1991. As far as I am concerned the

isting pathway is an established Public Right of Way that has been used by the general public for as long
as I can remember. It was used everyday by me and all the other children who walked or caught the
Community Bus to school. I have subsequently always used this path to access the recreation ground, like
most other recreation ground users. The school's objection to the order to make it a Public Right of Way is
ridiculous.

In addition to the fact that this pathway should be considered an established Public Right of Way, I agree
with the Parish Council’s concerns regarding the safety aspect of closing this path. The only alternative
pedestrian route to the recreation ground is via a potentially dangerous road without pavements. As a mother
of two children under four, who frequently visit the recreation area (which is the only one in the village)
during school hours with me or their grandparents, I find the alternative route particularly hazardous. The
road, which has no pavements and is only slightly wider than a single lane in places, is frequently used by
large farm machinery and features a sharp bend. Negotiating this road with a buggy and a toddler can be
extremely nerve wracking to say the least. The alternative route also makes the distance to the recreation
area even further. In addition, the current alternative access to the recreation ground is steep and uneven and
certainly not buggy-friendly.

« understand that the school objects to the path's use during school hours on the grounds of the safety and
security of its pupils. 1 personally do not feel that the risks from the general public using the footpath have
increased since 1 was a pupil 30 years ago and I am sure there are some simple measures which can be taken

to ensure pupil safety (a fence, for example?) and compliance with legislation.

[ hope that this letter of support for the order is taken into account should the matter become the subject of a
public local inquiry and that the path will be dedicated a Public Right of Way.

Yours sincerely,

Jane Bradshaw



Burke, Barbara

From: Keith Brockie ‘Fiiaiteets
Sent: 07 November 2015 10:05

To: Burke, Barbara
Ce: Richard Hawkins; Trevor Hill
Subject: Application to add a footpath the definitive map and statement in Urchfont

Your ref: BB/2014/01
Dear Ms. Burke

In response to your letter of 8th October 2015, we can only repeat the comments and points made in our letter to
you dated 16th October 2014, as below:

o Before the ‘new’ school and pre-school buildings were erected access to the playing field and play park
was always behind the school (the land between the rear of the school and the Manor grounds) and
ocross the schoolyard, This would have been from 1972 (which is when we moved to the village) until
the new buildings were built. After these buildings were erected we would walk in front of the school to
gain access to the playing field and play park. This practice was used by the majority of users of the play
areq. At this time there was never a gate on this path. This route was always the safer route when
accompanying small chifdren than going around Cuckoo Corner to gain access to the playing field and
recreation area.

® To our recollection the gate on this path between The Ark and Fiddlers Cottage was never locked, at least
on the occasions when we used it to take our children to the play park. We have never seen a sign saying
that this path was for schoo! access only.

] When our children attended Urchfont School from 1982 until 1991, access to the school was always
along this poth. To our knowledge the path was always accessible at all times of the day, during school
hours and also when the school was closed. Unfortunately due to the passage of time we do not have
anything in writing to say this was the approved route but it was used by the majority of children
attending the school.

it appears to those of us who would like this path to stay open in arder that access to the playing field and play park
.n be made safely without the need to walk the dangerous route along the road around Cuckoo Corner (where
there is no footpath), that the school is now taking the rather paranoiac view that anyone using this footpath during
schootl hours is a danger to the children. if this is the main objection to the path remaining open then it should be
painted out that access to the school can be gained at any time by walking up the drive or via the playing fields.

[t is unfortunate that this issue has now caused relationships between the school and “the village’ to break down,
with bad feeling being created between the various parties; we believe that this has only become problematic in the
last few years. Indeed when our children attended the school, it was very much part of the village community; sadly
no longer so.

Hopefully the situation will be resolved as soon as possible.

Kind regards

Val and Keith Brockie

Urchfont
SN1O 45A



Dewzes
Wiltshire
SNI10 2RY

Ms B Burke

Rights of Way,

Waste and Environment
Wiltshire Council
Bythesea Road
Trowbridge

Wiltshire

BAl4 BIN

Dear Ms Burke,

1 am writing to support Urchfont Cof E Primary Scheool’s stance that the school has
historically never intended allowing a public right of way for the general public through the school
grounds.

I have been employed as a teacher at Urchfont C of E Primary School from
September 2007 to the present, From my first day working at the school, I have known that the
pathway from the Top Green to the school has not been a right of way for the general public, but has
existed only as a pedestrian access to the school for parents and pupils. [ would like to add that during
the school day my understanding has been that the public could not enter through the gate, unless on
school business. To ensure that this is the case the school has regularly placed notices at both the start
and end of the path, clearly stating this is the purpose of the pathway.

The schoolgate has been closed over the years, firstly by a bolt, and fater by an
intercom system. As child safeguarding is paramount to any school, I have always made it a point to
check during the course of the school day that the gate has remained locked. In 2012, when the gate
was bolted shut, I challenged a group of five women who breached the gate. One of the women had
climbed over the fence to open the bolt to let the others in. I left my classroom and challenged the
women, felling them of the importance of school safety.

On another occasion in 2013 I chalienged a man who had driven his white van onto
the boundary of the school field. It was break-time and the children were playing on the field. His
mtention was to dump gardening waste on a picce of wasteland near the tennis court. He left the
school grounds when I told him that the field is not available to the public during school hours.

Yours sincerely,

Sean O’ Callaghan



Burke, Barbara o

From: Becky Candy <«#

Sent: 30 November 2015 13:46
To: Burke, Barbara
Subject: PROF through Urchfont School

Dear Ms Burke,

| am writing as a parent of two children who attended Urchfont Pre-School and now Urchfont School, and
also as a resident of Urchfont, with regard to the PROW through the school grounds, to which { fully
OBIECT. | have lived in the village since September 2010.

Since residing in the village, | have always had a clearing understanding that the pathway from the top
green was NOT a PROW, only a pathway which parents and children use safely, to take their children to
school. When | first moved to the village, | walked to the park area around the road, and never once
thought that walking through the school grounds was an option, to get to the park or the woods. | know |

ould most definitely have been challenged by members of the school if | had walked through the grounds
inside of school hours. This news that a PROW may be opened through school grounds was a complete
shock as there has always been a clear notice to state that the pathway leads to Urchfont School and the
gateway at the top of the path was bolted on the school's side during school hours to ensure safety of the
children, indicating once again that this path was solely for use of parents and children.

i am extremely concerned as a parent about this PROW being opened, the main reason is the safety of the
children. Not only due to predators but also because of dogs who will be walking along the path, where
children are. There is also a concern of dogs fouling, | walk my children to school and regular have to
dodge it. We do not need this happening in our own school grounds.

We hear of so many unfortunate incidents on the news and in the papers with regards to children being
victimised, we would like to prevent this from EVER happening at our school, so please lets not give
anyone the opportunity to do this, lets keep our children as safe as possible and find another solution.

Y aurs sincerely

Rebecca Candy



Mr & Mrs Robert Carter

Devizes
Wiltshire
SN102TD

25/10/15
Dear Ms B Burke,

We are writing this letter to you as concerned parents of pupils, Emily Carter and Matthew
Carter of Urchfont Primary School, Urchfont, Devizes and on behalf of present and future pupils
and parents. We can only imagine the job you have to do to try and look at this case and reach a
balanced and sensible decision. We have researched as much as we could regarding this situation
but, from what research we managed to do and from what we have seen from the plans, it seems
~xtremely worrying!
Jhis all seems to go back to the Urchfont Manor house that once had a kind of Right-of-way but
since in private owner ship, this privilege was removed. I am a little baffled as to why no challenge
was made to this situation to be frank and now T find it very odd indeed that this proposal has been
put forward. It in its present form cannot possibly go forward and our reasons are as follows:

Publie rights incdogs

It seems, if the application is approved, this means that the public and hypothetically, their
dogs, would have unfettered access straight through the school grounds via the alley way that is
currently gated and locked and unlocked via the intercom on Parents request. We have always
understood that this gate is always locked when the school is sitting, If this is granted, I can only
imagine the can of worms this potentially could open up. This could be at any time, including
during the start or end of a busy school day where we all gather to collect our children, that the
public and their dogs could potentially be able to just wonder through. If this is granted there would
be nothing to stop this and this would be totally within public rights to do so. This situation is not
only not right, it is also potentially an unfair a situation to put the UN-suspecting public and their

'0gs into whilst they are on their travels, unfortunate situations have occurred in less crowded and
larger places!

Who can guarantee safety?

We would like to ask who would guarantee the safety and well being of our children and the
staff, in particular the children whom are young, vulnerable and in our care. Will the applicant/s
and or community take full responsibility, should an unfortunate incident occur. What would
happen if there was a vicious dog? 1 think a little use of common sense is needed and we need to
consider the worse case scenarios. These things do happen and all to often! What if a dog was to
atfack a pupil? What happens if the children are playing football and a dog decides that it wants to
join in? Or children are on the way to forest school? Would all dogs have to be on leads and
muzzled? Further more how would this be policed? Not withstanding this we understand and
appreciate that everyone on the school site currently has by law to have a CRB check to ensure that
they do not have any cruel or criminal tendencies. This is obviously a part of the safeguarding of
our children whilst they are on school grounds. This includes checking whether someone is
included in the DBS “barred lists’ (previously called ISA barred lists) of individuals who are
unsuitable for working with children and adults. However | would ask how will these essential and



fundamental sateguarding procedures be applied and enforced regarding the general public and their
right-of-way if a 'Right of way' is approved. As you are all to aware, Every action we take to
promote the welfare of children and protect them from harm is a plus — 1t is everyone’s
responsibility, from staff members to parents and guardians, This is some thing that is considered
keenly by Ofsted and if this is to be approved would it have a impact on the rating?

Everyone who comes into contact with children and families has a role to play. Of course as
concerned parents we are intrigued to learn how safeguarding legislation and government guidance
will play a part in this application nevertheless we understand that very stringent child protection
policies and procedures are in place. Furthermore what about the children's rights? The right to a
safe and secure environment during schooling hours. Do the children not have a right to play safely
without the potential of being watched by strangers? Moreover how can our children reach their full
potential within class, and also in their social time and building rapport with their peers with such
potential risks? This is arguably the most important time in a child's developmental biological
process and any negative external factors could potentially have very detrimental affects on the
vidnerability of pupils at UPS.

Priority's of a2 child's needs

What is more to this issue, this could have a direct affect to the education of our children and
in direct contravention of 'Maslow's Hierarchy of Needs’, which is a proven theorem widely utilised
and adapted in all walks of the education curriculum, This theorem states that the top priority of an
individual's needs is to be able to reach their full potential through self-actualisation.

[ONLINE] Available at: kg scitybloggenconyarchivess 20000 117 ) the-new-maslows-fierarelhy-of-needs, [ Accessed 7+ 10703 7

Local needs?
It is important to identify the reason why this application is being put forward. Is it 1o benefit
ihe directly focal community of approx. 5,0007 (In the 2011 census the population of Urchiont and
The Cannings was 4,350 and is made up of approximately 52% females and 48% males.) This is
presuming that a large percentile of inhabitants actually reside in Urchfont. It would be interesting
to know also what the percentage of this population has dogs, takes walks or has the inclination (o
walk regularly to rationalise the necessity of this public right-of-way at all times. Leading on from
this, it would also be interesting to find out fow this data has been collated. Whether it has been
collected via the means of quantitative (Data that can be quantified and verified, and is amenable to
statistical manipulation} or gualitative (Data that approximates or characterizes hut does not



measure details) data research means and what methods were used to acquire this data, either a
questionnaire or masses of letters regarding the issue? Moreover were there any anomalies
regarding the research results. It would be very interesting to see whether this is a fair
representation of an appropriate proportion of the local community.

The worry of those with hidden agendas

How will we know who is on site and who has left site with the potential of so many
strangers/ extra visitors? This really needs some careful thought, a risk assessment and if this plan is
approved, some serious safety measures would need to be implemented as a matter of urgency. We
simply don't like the idea of the school grounds being so open to risk. Of course UPS has to be
accessible for the community and beyond, and as walkers ourselves we understand "The Right to
Roam' to enjoy the beautiful surrounding landscape, but we have vet to walk via a right of way
through a primary school! It doesn't even sound right, “A public right of way through a Primary
school™!? Walkers are not who we have to worry about, it's those who may not be walkers with
perhaps hidden agendas! Who put themselves in positions to their sinister advantage. This is a risk
and an unfair risk to subject our children of presently and in the future! We just know its not right.

Ve also understand that if approved, this right-of~way will be included online in future Ordnance
Survey Maps (Britain's mapping agency) and thus online to a much larger audience and greater
numbers of the public using this as a Right of way. And as the headteacher Mrs Talbot stated “Tt
wont just be the local community using it”!

The Security of the top of the Alley

We would also like to ask if the lock on the gate at the top of the school alley and thus subject
matter would need to be removed completely? During school opening times, you cannot get in
unless on cleared school business. Sign's explain this visually and verbally. This is not only a
secure entrance/ exit for pupils, but it also keeps children safe from both positions from risks out
side the gate and moreover, it acts as substantial visual and physical barrier to little explorers or any
possible unfortunate (and undesirable) incidents. These incidents can occur so quickly and we feel
this is another issue of importance in its self. Would the school have to allow admittance if the gate
was to be retained, and who ever had opened the gate, would that staff member feel responsible
hould anything go wrong!

Dog waste-not good!

Basic human nature is considerate and respectful and the vast majority of the public,are
good people just wishing to enjoy the countryside and of whom are good responsible citizens. The
vast majority of man's best friends are well behaved dogs, their owners clean up diligently after the
natural process has been performed. As once dog owners of 11 years to 3, we continue 1o love dogs
and we have always tried to be considerate of other dog owners and the public etc. However
persons interpretation of 'considerate' can be a little at odds with our others. Are we 1o have dog
faeces over the school grounds from the very few who don't clear it up? Will we need dog waste
bins installed? How would it be enforced and policed?

There is also another issue regarding this application to be aware of, and that is of a medical
point of view. We have concerns about the children being in contact with raw dog faeces that may
potentially be left by undiligent dog owners. Our concerns relate to the disease, Toxocariasis.



According to professionals within this field Toxocariasis still causes partial blindness in up to 100
children every year. This can be due to improper care and worming protection by dog owners.
Toxocariasis is an infestation of humans, usually children, with the larvae of Toxocara canis, a
small thread-like worm that resides in a dog’s intestine. A dog harbouring the small round worm
causes large numbers of worm eggs in its faeces, which can then contaminate the soil. Children who
then play with an infested dog or with soil contaminated with its faeces can then inadvertently put
their fingers in their mouths and can swallow some of the worm eggs. The swallowed eggs hatch in
the intestine of the child to liberate larvae, which then travel towards the liver, lungs, brain and
eyes. Here they can trigger off allergic reactions such as asthma, and they also have more serious
affects such as loss of vision at least partially. Children generally run a much greater risk of coming
into contact with Toxocara in public parks where there is no guarantee that the dogs which are
allowed to roam free, are all wormed appropriately, This is a very real eventuality post application

SUCCess.
JONLINE] Available ar: Ritp:ffwaw netdoctor.co.uklate/childvenshealth/ 200336 hitmliivez3mihghXIv fAccessed 7:10015).
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The Child Protection Act {1998)

Under UK law The Child Protection Act (1998) requives specific additional protection for
any “Individual under 18 years™ which the Act defines as a child. Any organisation with pupils
under the age of 18 has a particular fegal and moral obligation to safeguard and promote the welfare



of any such pupils. These organisations therefore have a responsibility to be committed in
compliance with the CPA (1998) in specific attention to the safety and welfare of the pupils within
it's care. If a child can potentially come into contact with a stranger on the school premises and
within the sc, this is a risk! At present if anyone is on the school site and not on school business they

will be challenged. If this is approved how can this possibly be enforced? reterence: Gonu. 2015 e Chit
FProtection Act 1998, JONLINE] Available af: hetpowanw fegislation. govakedl? title = The 3 20child% 20protection% 20act. fAccessed 71013 ]

The Real world!

We have to be realistic and remember, its a very different world we live in today,
something's are great, others are not. My point being in comparison with when we were at a school
age, depending on your date of birth, it would appear that our children can, in our modern society,
be subject to greater risks than we were potentially at risk to. When I was young, the only thing we
would be worried about was a spooky cemetery, but things have changed dramatically. So what is
the point and why subject children to any more risks than necessary? We cannot see, how the safety
and security of children at Urchfont school/s on the grounds,would or could be maintained in a open
to all Environment, it to us is simply not manageable. The potential risks are far greater than that of

ae benefits. We as parents of 3 children, would ask you, on our behalf, to ask the planning authority
to consider all potential risks , and that if they were a parent of a child at Urchfont primary school
would they as a present or future parent/s (because this is about the long term future) like this idea
and please consider it carefully! There are miles of beautiful walks all around Urchfont and beyond.
Why subject our children to any risk than really is necessary. There is a choice here. Prevention is
better than cure! Should anything go wrong are the community prepared to accept the responsibility
and the ramifications that may ensue. There is also another point to note about the fact that this
application therefore exposes the school to a greater risk of burglary and vandalism out of hours.
Again this is a sad fact of life but we need to be realistic and look at the bigger picture.

In conclusion we strongly oppose this application due to the worrying impact that it may have not
just on the law set out to protect our children, the school ethos's but also their health and well-being.
This has never been a public right-of-way and it has always been a pedestrian school entrance. Tts
always been locked from the school side and should always continue to be so when the school is
sitting. Urchfont School has always been very acconmmodating and allowing this to be open to the
public but not dogs, out of school hours but I feel its very wrong for demands to suddenly be made
‘0 expect a permanent right-of-way. This will have adverse implications for the whole school.
There is an easy route already via Cuckoo Corner.

We feel that it contravenes the following legislation which consist of stringent taw and guidelines
set in place to safeguard and protect vulnerable minors;

"The Children and Young Persons Act 1933'

"The Child Protection Act 1989",

The Welfare Checklist - Section 1 "The Children Act 1989',

"The Children's Act 2004,

'Protection of Children and Prevention of sexual Offences Act 2005,

'The Protection of Freedoms Act 2012',



'Keeping Children Safe' report (DIES, DH and Home Office, 2003)

'Hvery Child Matters' Green paper (DES, 2003)

We hope you can take our leiter of objection into account, thank you in advance for reading this,

Kind regards,

Mr Robert Carter and Mrs Lorraine Carter,

Beferences and Farther Beading:

Working Together to Safeguard Children. A 97 page document that covers every aspect of child
safeguarding. Helpful reading with some clear flow charts which explain how and by what route
referrals progress.

Children Act 1989

Children Act 2004

NESPCC -~ An introduction to child protection legislation in the UK

Every Child Matters 2003



Haistead Farm

Easterton
Devizes
Wiltshire

SN10 4PE

Ms B.Burke

Rights of Way, Waste and Environment
Wiltshire Council

County Hall

Trowbridge

Wilts

BA14 8JN

28 November 2015
Dear Ms Burke
Pedesirian Right of Way at Urchfont School

| write to strongly object fo the proposed grant of a public right of way for pedestrians across
land at Urchfont School and fo offer my own evidence of the claimed use of the right of way.

My name is Claire Coke; my children, Isabelle and William have attended Urchfont School
since September 2006; my son, William, is in his last year at School, Isabelle having left in
July 2013 so | have had a continuous involvement with the School for the last nine years and
crucially for the period 2006 to 2011. My involvement with the School has been as a parent,
Parent-telper in class and from March 2008 as a Parent Governor, latterly as Vice Chair of
Governors. As a Governar | was responsible for Health and Safety at the School from 2009
to March 2015. My role as Health and Safety Governor included site safety and pupil
protection, which included the pedestrian access in question.

My first encounter with the School was a visit in November 2005 when my husband and |
looked around the School as prospective parents. | mention this because | was immediately
struck at the difficulty to access the School from Blackboard Lane, along the access in
question. On the day we visited we walked along the access and found the gate shut so my
husband and | drove round Cuckoo Corner and parked our car in the staff car park adjoining
the main entrance and gained access (o the premises there.

In my role as Health and Safety Governor one of the problems that | had o address was the
use of the access in question. The access was controlled through the use of a close boarded
timber gate, approximately five foot high. The gate was secured during the School day by a
metai bolt at the top on the School side. During 2010/11 the then Head Teacher (Alun
Richards) and the Board of Governors had become increasingly concerned that some of our
parents had opened the gate during the day and had failed to shut the bolt having gained
access to the site. In order fo resolve the problem we arranged for a visit by Maria Leonard,
Health and Safety Officer from Wilishire County Council. Maria’s advice was that the gate
should be eguipped with a magnetic lock paired with an intercom. The magnetic lock could
be remotely activated from the School premises following use of the intercom to verify the
person requiring access. Prior to the magnetic lock being fitted and on Maria’s advice, the
bolt was secured with a padlock inside School hours. The padlock was opened by staff at
School close and remained open outside of School hours. The intercom and magnetic lock
were supplied and installed by contractors working for the County Council, as Education
Authority,

The magnetic lock and intercom remain in use to date. Prior to the application for a pubiic
right of way in January 2014 there had, to the best of my knowiledge, been no complaint from



any member of the public that their purported route (as of right according to the claim) to the
playing field had been harred through the use of the magnetic lock on the gate.

Buring my time with the School the access 1o the pedestrian gate has always had the benefit
of sighage, provided by the School. The signs are located at the swing gates at the junction

of the footway to Blackboard Lane, by Top Green. The signs make it clear that the access is
to the School only.

During my time with the School it has always been my clear understanding that the access in
question was not a right of way for the general pubiic and was always a pedesirian access to
the School for parents and pupils.

Yours sincerely
™ Fle

Mrs Claire Coke



Halstead Farm

Easterton
Devizes
Wiltshire
SN10 4PE

Ms B.Burke

Rights of Way, Waste and Environment
Wiltshire Council

County Hall

Trowbridge

Wilts

BA14 8JN

15 November 2015
Dear Ms Burke
Pedestrian Right of Way at Urchfont School

| write to object to the proposed grant of a public right of way for pedestrians across land at
Urchiont School and to offer my own evidence of the claimed use of the right of way.

My children, isabelle and William Coke have attended Urchfont School from 2006 to the
present day; | appreciate that the period of claim for the dedicated way runs to 2011 so the
period 2006 to 2011 is relevant for my evidence,

| first visited Urchfont School in November 2005 in order to experience the school as part of
our decision making for Isabelle’s primary school! {she was four years old in July 2008, so
hegan school that autumn}. When we arrived at the school we had difficulty finding it and
used the pedestrian access from Blackboard Lane. Our visit was in school time and we found
the gate locked so then had to drive round Cuckoo Cormer and use the main access. For all
my subsequent interaction at the school from 2006 to 2011 and to date including visits during
the school day i has always been my experience that the access off Blackboard Lane is
closed in order to prevent members of the public walking through the school playground —
which seems wholly sensible to me.

It has never been my experience that members of the public can gain access along the
access from Blackboard Lane and across the playing field during term time when the scheol
is in use; outside of that period it is my experience that the access is left open to allow use by
members of the public to get to the playing field.

It seems completely clear o me that the actions of the school are demonstrably to prevent
access by the public across the school grounds during the time when the school is in use.

Yours sincerely

A M.Coke
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xlay Fields
Urchfont
Cevizes

Wilts

SNIO 45N

16" November 2015

Dear Ms Burke,

fe: Objection to the Application to add s footpath to the definitive map throueh Urchfons
school grounds

Fam writing 1o object to the Order on the grounds that the stated path has never been a
Public Right of Way.

Fhave been associated with the school from 1997 as 3 parent and then as a member of staff
at the pre-school which is on the school site. During all those vears my understanding was
abways that the path from the top green to the school was a private path to the school and
not a right of way for the general public to access the playing field. The gate at the schoo!
end was always bolted from the schoot side during school hours and the gate at the top
green indicated that it was an entrance to the schoo! and unautharised access was
prohibited.

fwas and is my understanding that anyone who enters school grounds during schoo! hours
without the permission of the school would be and have been challenged by & member of

rouff

51

Yories gineoraly
Yours sincerals Y




Uplall
Irehfont
SN10 48B
Ms BB Burke
Rights of Way, Waste and Environment,
Wiltshire Council,
County Hall,
Bythesea Road,
T'rowbridge,
BA14 8JN
25/11/2015
Dear Ms,

RIGHT OF WAY THROUGH URCHFONT SCHOOL

I wish to lodge my objection to the application for a pubhic nght of way through
Urchfont School via the Toot path from the top green.

I was a pupil at “Urchiont Primary School” from 1988 to 1996k-and then
continued using the playing ficlds in my teens playing tenms. The path we used to
get to the school was locked, and access to the playing fields and tennis court was
along the Potterne road via “Cuckoo corner”.

I now have two young daughters, and would be disappointed (o see the school
have to change its status, due to this application being accepted, the school having
to become a fenced and gated buildimg to meet with Ofsted Health and safety
guide hnes. I understand fully that this path 1s a shorter route to the playing fields
but to lose the open wvillage approach, still achievable mn Urchfont would be a
great loss to all.

Y ours faithfully,

(eorgma Cooper.



Urchfont
Wiitshire
SN10 4SH

Ms B Burke

Rights of Way, Waste and Environment
Wiltshire Council

County Hall

Bythesea Road

Trowbrige

Wiltshire

BA14 8 JN

Dear Ms Burke

Re: Objection to the Application to add a footpath to the definitive map through Urchfont School
grounds

1 am writing to object to the Order on the grounds that the stated path has ever been a Public Right
of Way.

| have been associated with school/pre-school since September 2008 when my eldest started at
Urchfont Pre-school and have lived in Urchfont since September 2008, although | have been visiting
Urchfont since 1997.

Since moving to the village my clear understanding was that the pathway from the Top Green to
school was for school access only and not a Public Right of Way, as a parent and dog owner [ have
always walked around Cuckoo Corner {or through Urchfont Manor Grounds) to access the park area
or Cakfrith Woods.

There were two high wooden gates, one at the road end of the path and the other at the school end,
the gate nearest school was bolted from the school side during school hours. There was, and still is,
a sign on the gate by school stating that access is for school only. | have never walked through the
school grounds recreationatly during school hours as it has always been my understanding that 1)
access was prohibited within these times and 2} | would have been challenged by a member of staff.

Yaurs sincerely

Steven Cottle



Lewis Cowen

Telephone 01380 840478

19" October 2015

Re: Proposed public right of way, Urchiont

Diear Ms Burke,

I was deeply concerned to hear that Wiltshire Council has transferred responsibility to
Urchfont Parish Council for the streich of pathway leading from the Top Green in
Urchfont through the grounds of Urchfont Primary School.

This in itself is not a problem but I now hear that it is proposed to make this a public right
of way.

This means that legally any member of the public would be able to access the area during
the school day, being able to walk past classrooms and among children during morning,
lunch and afternoon breaks, with the resultant risks to the safeguarding of children.

I have lived in the village for 31 years and my son attended Urchfont School between
1989 and 1996. Security at the site has always been a cause for concern because it is
shared with the public playing field. There is a currently a sign on the gate saying there is
no access to the site during school hours, and, although the sign is relatively new, this
situation has always been the case, at least to my recollection.

I distinctly remember that this gate was bolted during the school day, although I can’t say
I remember a padlock being in place.

I would like to register my cbjection to this path being made a public right of way. I
understand there has been a problem with access to Qakfiith Wood since Wiltshire
Council sold off Urchfont Manor to a private buyer, but I do not feel the safety of our
children should be the price for the council privatising a public asset.

L M Cowen.



Burke, Barbara

From: Sue Creasey WilumanSiiy

Sent: 27 November 2015 15:25

To: Burke, Barbara

Subject: Application to add a footpath to the definative map through the grounds of

Urchfont School

Dear Ms Burke

I'm writing to object to the Order on the grounds that the path has never been a Public
Right of Way. I have been associated with the Pre-school and School (the premises) from
2008 to the present time as a grand-parent regularly taking and/or collecting three children
from the premises. During all this time my clear understanding was that the path from the
Top Green to the premises was a private path for the benefit of the premises only and not a
right of way for the general public. Pedestrian access to the premises was controlled, during

=hool hours, by the school who bolted the gate nearest to the premises prior to the current
arrangement with the electric locking device. Furthermore, there were signs on the gates
indicating that it was the pedestrian entrance to the premises and unauthorised access was
prohibited.

In my opinion the alternative route round Cuckoo Corner is safe and adequate for the
general public to gain access to the woods, the play area and tennis courts,

Yours sincerely
Susan Creasey {Mrs)

rchfom’
Devizes
SN10 4SH



uUrchfont
Wiltshire
SN10Q 4SH

iis B Burke

Rights of Way, Waste and Environment
Wiltshire Council

County Hall

Bythesea Road

Trowbrige

Wiltshire

BA14 8 IN

Dear Ms Burke

Re: Objection to the Application to add a footpath to the definitive map through Urchfont School
grounds

| am writing to object to the Order on the grounds that the stated path has ever been a Public Right
of Way.

| have been associated with school/pre-school since September 2008 when my eldest started at
Urchfont Pre-school and have lived in Urchfont since December 1992, moved away for a few years
and moved back although my parents have been here so often visited.

Since moving to the village my clear understanding was that the pathway from the Top Green to
school was for school access only and not a Public Right of Way, as a dog owner and a previous
member of Urchfont Tennis Club { have always walked around Cuckoo Corner (or through Urchfont
Manor Grounds) to access either Oakfrith Woods or the tennis courts.

There were two high wooden gates, one at the road end of the path and the other at the school end,
the gate nearest school was boited from the school side during school hours. There was, and still is,
a sign on the gate by school stating that access is for school only. 1 have never walked through the
school grounds recreationally during school hours as it has always been my understanding that 1)
access was prohibited within these times and 2) | would have been challenged by a member of staff.

Yours sincerely

Karen Creasey-Cottle



Ms B Burke

Rights of Way, Waste and Environment,
Wiltshire Council,

County Hall,

Bythesea Road,

Trowbridge,

Wiltshire,

BA14 BIN

Chirton
Devizes
Wiltshire
SN10 3QL

27" November 2015
Dear Ms Burke,

Re Objection to the Apolication to add a footpath to the definitive map through Urchfont school
grounds

| am writing to object to the Order on the grounds of safe guarding the children.

| have been associated with the school and pre-school since 2012 when my children erwolled. During
these years, my ciear understanding was atways that the pathway from the Top Green to the school
was a private path to the school and not a right of way for the public,

{ would be very concerned that the new path would be detrimental to the safety of the children as
this path would give unlimited access to the school grounds to any member of the public.

Yours sincerely,

Dene Davies



Ms B Burke
Rights of Way, Waste and Environment,
Wittshire Council,

County Hall,

Bythesea Road,

Trowbridge,

Wiltshire,

BA14 8iN
Chirton
Devizes
Wiltshire
SN10 3QL
27" November 2015

Dear #Ms Burke,

Re Objection to the Application to add a footpath to the definitive map through Urchfont school
grounds

t am writing to object to the Order on the grounds that the stated path has never been a Public Right
of Way.

| have been associated with the school and pre-school since 2012 when my children enrolled. During
these years, my clear understanding was always that the pathway from the Top Green to the school
was a private path to the school and not a right of way for the public. The gate nearest the school
was bolted from the school side during school hours and the signs on the gates indicated that access
to unauthorised visitors was prohibited. It was my understanding that anyone wishing to enter the
grounds during the school day needed to obtain permission from the school and would have been
challenged by any member of staff.

My association with preschool was for only half days which meant collecting my daughter at
iunchtime, and | always needed to request access through the intercom system. | further
volunteered at the school for 18 months, and during this time likewise there was no free or open
access for the public. This is an attractive feature as | know that my children are kept safe whilst
attending school.

Yours sincerely,

Sarah Davies



Matthew Davis

Urchfont
Devizes

Dear Ms Burke,

Re Objection to the Application to add a footpath to the definifive map
through Urchfont school grounds

| arm writing to object to the Order on the grounds that the stated path has never been a
Public Right of Way.

-]

Iattended the School as a pupil from 1989 to 1996, and have been a resident of
Urchfont for 30 years.

e In all those years of being associated with the school, my clear understanding, was
always and continues to be, that the pathway from Top Green to the school was a
private path to the school and not a right of way for the general public.

s There were two high wooden gates, one at the road end and the other at the school
end. The gate nearest the school was bolted from the school side during school
hours, not only does this help to keep the children of the school safe during their
breaks, but it also serves as a clear indication to members of the public that access is
prohibited.

o There were signs on the gate indicating that it was the entrance to the school and
unauthorised access was prohibited. The markings on the road directly outside the
gates, also clearly indicate that one is about to enter school grounds.

e [t was my understanding that anyone who entered the school grounds during the
school day without reporting to reception would be challenged and treated as a
trespasser.

» Aclear precedent has been set in other local authorities where there are disputed
Rights of Way; | have it on excellent authority that at Bidbury Junior School,
Bedhampton in Havant, there was a public footpath across the playground, however
as this presented an obvious potential child safeguarding issue, this was locked
during school hours.



«  Furthermore, legally, whilst of school premises no adult should have access to
satdivie children at any time without DBS checks unless accompanied by a member of staff,
sipiediiciudes walking through school grounds.

Yours sincerely,

Matthew Davis MA, BSc {Hons) AMBCS

P.S. It is my firm believe that this proposed footpath would constitute a serious breach in
the Council’s duty of care to the pupils of Urchfont School, and as such a copy of this letter
has been sent to the Schools and Learning Department, this issue cannot simply be resolved

within the narrow confines of the Righis of Way, Waste and Environment team.



Bath Road
Devizes
Wiltshire
SN101QD

23"'November 2015

Ms B Burke

Rights of Way, Waste and Environment,
Wiltshire council,

County Hall,

Bythesea Road,

Trowbridge,

Wiltshire

BA14 8iN

Dear Ms Burke,

Re Obiection to the Application to add a footpath to the definitive map through
Urchfont school grounds

I am writing to object to the Order on the grounds that the stated path has never been a
Public Right of Way.

® I was associated with the school from 2013 to date as a parent.

® During all those years of being associated with the school, my clear
understanding, was always, that the pathway from Top Green to the school
was a private path to the school and not a right of way for the general public.

. There were two high wooden gates, one at the road end and the other at the
school end. The gate nearest the school was bolted from the school side
during school hours

) There were signs on the gates indicating that it was the entrance to the
school and unauthorised access was prohibited.
o It was my understanding that anyone who entered the school grounds during

the school day did so without the permission of the school would have been
challenged by a member of staff.

Yours sincerely
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Uzhbrmb
Ms B Burle N ZE S
Rights of Way, Waste an¢ R TS B RS
Wiitshire Coungli,
County Hall 25 Naveimbee 2018
Bythesea Road,
Trowbridege,
8a14 8iN

Dear Madam,
OBJECTION T RIGHT OF WAY THROUGH URCHFONT SCHOOL

We are awars that an application has been made for a public right of way through Urchfont School
and that there is an objection period that ends on 30th November

' have fived together in Urchfont since 1876, Our two children went to Urchfont Primary School
wver the period from 1986 to 1997, Our son, Michael, was at the school from 1991 to 1993 and,
after a spell in a private school, frorm 1985 to 1997, We distinctly remermber that when Michael was
at the school the gate at the top of the path from the Green was locked out of schoot hours, To get
ta the playing field we had to go down the Potterne Road and come in from Crookwood Lane,

e have spoken to Michaet and he recalls that, when he used 1o go to the playing field on his
maonntain bike to use the BMY track i the corner of the fald, he had to cycle down the road
because the gate through the school was locked,

We have always had a cear understanding that the pathway from Top Graen to the school was not a
right of way for the general public and was always a pedesirian access just to the schaol. To the
best of our knowledge thers was also a clear understanding that, during school hours, access ta the
playing fisld for the general public was through the gate in Crookwood Lane.
We are of the fiem opinion that, up to 1997 at the eartiest, the path from the village Green 1o the
school was at times kept locked and that there is no rightful claim for that path to be a gublic right
vay., We are thersfore writing to object to the order for a public right of way 1o be granted
through Urchfont Schoot grounds,

Yours falthiully,




Uphill
Urchfont
Devizes
19th November 2015
Ms B Burke,
Rights of Way, Waste and Environment,
Wiltshire Council,
County Hall,
Bythesea Road,
Trowbridge,
Wiltshire,
BAL4 8IN,

Cc: Claire Perry - Conservative Member of Parliament for Devizes
Baroness Jane Scott of Bybrook - Leader of Wiltshire Council
Laura Mayes - Wiltshire Council Cabinet member for Children’s Services
Carolyn Godfrey ~Wiltshire Council Statutory Officer - Childrens' Services
Department for Children and Education - Wiltshire Council
Urchfont Primary School

Dear Ms Burke,

Re: Appiication to add a definitive footpath through the grounds ef Urchfont School — | Object

t am a parent of children who attend Urchfont Primary Schooi, 1 was also Chair of Urchfont Pre-school. tam writing to
object to the Public Right Of Way {PROW) through the grounds of Urchfont School. | feel the Wiltshire Council should
represent the view of afl the community not just a minority of more vocal residents. There are many members of the Parish
who do not agree there is a PROW, in particular the many families with children who have ample experience of whether or
not the route has been restricted historically.

| do NOT believe there is a right of way and since moving into the village in August 2008, {i.e from 2008 to 2015), | have
always understood that there was no access during school hours aiong this route {from Top Green, along the school
building, down the school drive 1o the playing fields) for the public. There were two tall wooden gates impeding access
along the path. Indeed the gate at the school end of the path has, in my experience, always been locked from the school
side, either by bolt, padlocked (from March 2011 - per minutes of Urchfont Pre-school of which | was Chair at the time) or
the new electronic intercom lock, during school hours,  Entrance through this gate during school hours has always only
heen for persons on school or pre-school business.

it is commonly understood within the Urchfont community that a route across school property to the playing fields is only
open outside of school hours and by permission of the school. | was toid this by heipers in the local village shop when {first
moved here in 2008 looking for the playground. There are (and have always been) plenty of signs clearly indicating this
path is for access to the school only hetween 9 and 3.15.

| appreciate that the law in the case of 2 PROW has no regard for its’ safety implications however for the sake of
completeness | would like to include other reasons as to why putting a PROW through this route is not justified:

L The end point of this “PROW” currently ends through a hedge and into the middle of the school pupil's
garden. The PROW does not lead te an area for public access but school grounds to which the public have
never had access.

it The Public Right Of Way proposed is not wide enough to enable a fence to be built 1o 5a
grounds from the PROW route in order to securely enclose the schoeol, | Db
representative from Wiltshire council themseives has been te look at this and thisy

split the school

Hi. The PROW route proposed is along the fire emergency exit routes from two classrooms and to split the
path will narrow the escape route and cause a dangerous bottle-neck for the 60 or so young children as
well as causing them to walk in close proximity to the building which could potentially be the area on fire.
The school has comments from Wiltshire Council’s own Health and Safety officer stating that this is not
safe.

V. The Public Right Of Way applies for a 2m wide path as it rounds past the school building. Apart from the
issue of splitting the path into safe fire routes above it will alsc mean that the school bicycle shed will
require moving and the PROW will also go past the school oil tank. s there a regulation on the distance a
public path should be from an oil tank?  do not know but it seems likely.



S
V. The school has a statutory duty to safeguard the pupils and takes its advice from government bodies and
wWiltshire council. The Public Right Of Way will allow the public to walk through the school grounds In close
proximity to school windows (including that of a children’s changing room). Security is a major
consideration for a school not just against criminals but also involving acritnonious child custody. The
proposed route of the PROW is not wide enough to enable a fence to be built to split the school grounds
from the PROW route in order to securely enclose the schiool {see point 2,3 and 4 above).

V. The current reute the PROW takes will allow the public and their dogs to wall through the school grounds
including areas children use for autside classwork ~ frequently used in nice weather. This year | have
witnessed it used for maths lessons, gardening and outside art work. As the school has a statutory duty to
safeguard our children this will mean that the pupils of the school will ne longer be able benefit from the
use of this outside space if it is shared with members of the public. This area cannot be fenced off as it has
2 fire exits leading onto it.

VI, As the Public Right Of Way presumably was supposed to lead 1o the school’s aliocated area of playing field,
will the PROW, {which can be used hy any member of the public and their dog during school hours}, overrule
the current agreemeant that this section of playing field will be only for the school to use between 9 and
3.157 This would enable members of the public and their dogs to mingle with the children on the field
during school hours?

VI, Allowing members of the public to cross school grounds with dogs brings with it issues for the children that
are frightened of dogs and also for the mess left by irresponsibie owners.

IX. Has Wiltshire Council (ALL of Wiltshire council) given thought to what will happen at the school if the PROW
is granted? The vast expense to properly secure a PROW and the implications for the school’s safeguarding?

i, along with many of the parents, am deeply saddened that the governors and teachers of our small rural school are
spending time, precious funds and stress over a subject such as this instead of on the education of the children of our
village. Alternative routes to access the community playground equipment and playing fields had been looked at in 2012
and other possible solutions were all rejected by Witshire council when Urchfont Manor was sold off. | do not understand
why it has been decided that the current arrangement of the school to keep the gates unlocked cutside of school hours is
suddenly no longer sufficient if it was deemed sufficient 1n 2012. What happened to the routes previously looked at skirting
around Crockwood house or down the side of Crookwood house?

}am frankly at a loss as to why Wiltshire Council can uphold the idea that a Public Right of Way through the grounds of a
school as a good idea and not question the reasonahleness of the laws concerned nor even provide legal support to aid and
advise the school, The Children’s act of 1989 states the welfare of the Child is paramount, how can Wiltshire Council
override this based on Public Right of Way law? Stop hiding behind the PROW law and use some common sense, your own
Health and Safety Officer says it cannot be done safely. It seem to me the Wiltshire slogan should be amended to "Wiltshire
- where school children no longer matter”.

fam a parent of children at Urchfont School and | am writing to request that Wiltshire Counclt reject the Public Right Of
Way through the Urchfont school grounds. It does not exist, is too close to a school, the consequences are unfunded and
the PROW end point is not in a public area.

Yours Sincerely

Lynn Everson



Uphill
Urchfont
Devizes
SN10 458
06 Nov 2015

Dear Ms Burke,
Re: Order for a PRoW through Urchfont Primary School

1 am writing to express my concerns over the application for a PRoW through the grounds of
Urchfont Primary School. My views are those of a resident of Urchfont, and as a parent of two
children currently at the school.

- Asa resident, | have accepted that the existing gates and perimeter fences around the
school are in place and locked for good (i.e. safeguarding)} reasons during school hours, and
that access is freely granted outside these times. In the seven years | have lived in the
village | have always understood there to be no public access during school hours.

- lalso understood that part of the playing fields are school property and the school grants
access to the community only outside of school hours.

- | do not accept that the alternative route to the playing fields via Cuckoo Corneris
“dangerous”. That area is well within the village where a 30mph limit applies. | am not
aware of any accidents, or even near misses while | have lived in the village.

- I do not think the views and commentary from Urchfont Parish Council reflect the views of
many in the village. 1t is regrettable that the debate seems to have pitted the PC against the
school.

- 1do not subscribe to the point of view that, being a rural setting, the risk of unwelcome
visitors using the PRoW is low. Let’s not take the risk.

- |t also occurs to me that, in order to maintain a safe school environment, the Education
Department would be required to build a fence to isclate the PRoW (were it to be granted)
from the school grounds, which would be an unnecessary waste of money.

- The granting of the PRoW would remove an important outdoor space where the children
play, and occasionally take their lessons,

| do not believe there is strong backing for the PRoW within the village, other than a small, vocal
minority. In summary, | do not believe there is anything to be gained by granting the PRoW, but
much to be lost,

Yours sincerely,

Paui Everson



Steve Fowler

Lydeway,

Devizes,
Wiltshire,
SN103PP

For the attention of Ms B. Burke, case officer
Dear Sir / Madam,
PLANNING APPLICATION - RIGHT OF WAY URCHIONT PRIMARY SCHOOL

Proposed erection of a public right of way running adjacent to the Urchfont Primary School,
by the Parish Council.

I have been living at this address for over 15 years and actually atiended Urchfont Primary
School inmy infancy. May 1 take this opportunity to highlight and emphasise my shock at the mere
proposal of a public right of way through a primary school.

[ write in connection with the above planning application. 1 have examined the plans and |
know the site well. I wish to object strongly to the development of this public right of way in this
location giving any “Joe Bloggs” access to a site with under age minors.

The proposed sitting of the development of this right of well is particularly ill-considered in
regards to the safeguarding to the children and their rights of safety as individuals. It seems, if the
application is approved, this means that the public and hypothetically, their dogs, would have
unfettered access straight through the school grounds via the alley way that is currently gated and
locked and unlocked via the intercom on Parents request. We have always understood that this gate
is always locked when the school is sitting. If this is granted, 1 can only imagine the can of worms
this potentially could open up. This could be at any time, including during the start or end of a busy
school day where parents all gather to collect their children, that the public and their dogs could
potentially be able to just wonder through. If this is granted there would be nothing to stop this and
this would be totally within public rights to do so. This situation is not only not right, it is also
potentiaily an unfair a situation to put the un-suspecting public and their dogs into whilst they are
on their travels, unfortunate situations have occurred in less crowded and larger places!

We would like to ask who would guarantee the safety and well being of the children and the
staff, in particular the children whom are young, vulnerable and in school care. Will the applicant/s
and or community take full responsibility, should an unfortunate incident occur.

We must also be realistic and remember, that its a very different world we live in today.
Some people have good and honest intentions. Others may not. We do not want to potentially open
the school door to any potential paedophilia

Please when you come to the final decision regarding this matter, can the individuals
concerned use the utmost professional discression and common sense. Thankyou for taking the time
to read this and I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours faithfully,
Steve Fowler




p Lydeway, Near Devizes, Wiltshire SN10 3PP
Telephone: 01380 S48

Ms B Burke

Rights of Way, Waste and Environment
Wiltshire Council

County Hall

Bythesea Road

Trowbridge BA14 8IN
18" November 2015

Dear Ms Burke
RE: Proposed Right of Way through Urchfont C.E. Primary School SNI18 4RA

I am writing to oppose the Order for a Public Right of Way through this school in the
strongest possible terms.

My son started going to Urchfont Primary School in 1998 and since that time I have always had a
clear understanding that the pathway from Top Green to the school was not a right of way for the
general public and was always a pedestrian access to the school for parents and pupils only.

During the school day one could not enter through the gate unless on school business. The gate
was bolted from the school side. There were clear notices that stated the path was for access to the
school only and anyone not on school business would be challenged if they walked through the
school grounds.

1 oppose the idea of dogs being allowed across the school grounds at amy time because of
health reasons (fowling the ground etc).

The safety of the children and staff are far more important - the area should be secure
during all school activities (I don't think I need to detail the massacre in an American
school as an obvious example of something we need to take precautions against). Access
needs to be restricted during school times.

Residents within this Parish received no notification of this proposal and I feel we should have
been consulted and our opinions should have been viewed prior to an Order being made.
Wiltshire Council has not assessed the evidence in a balanced way. Your slogan “Wiltshire
Council Where everybody matters” does not seem to apply in this instance.

Yours sincerely

Dagmar M Fowler (Mrs)



SNt arm, Lydeway, Near Devizes, Wiltshire SN10 3PP
Telephone: 01380 €

Ms B Burke

Rights of Way, Waste and Environment
Wiltshire Council

County Hall

Bythesea Road

Trowbridge BA14 8JN

19" November 2015

Dear Ms Burke
RE: Proposed Right of Way through Urchfont C.E. Primary School SNI10 4RA
I strongly oppose the Order for a Public Right of Way through this school.

My son started going to Urchfont Primary School in 1998 and since that time | have always had a
clear understanding that the pathway from Top Green to the school was not a right of way for the
general public and was always a pedestrian access to the school for parents and pupils only.

During the school day one could not enter through the gate unless on school business. The gate
was bolted from the school side. There were clear notices that stated the path was for access to the
school only and anyone not on school business would be challenged if they walked through the
school grounds.

1 oppose the idea of dogs being allowed across the school grounds at any time because
they will foul the grounds and spread disease.

The safety of our children and staff should be far more important than a public right of way
— the area should be secure during all school activities to avoid something like the
massacre in an American school happening here. Access needs to be restricted and
carefully monttored during school times.

Residents within this Parish recetved no notification of this proposal. We should have been
consulted and our opinions should have been evaluated prior to an Order being made. Wiltshire
Council has not assessed the evidence in a balanced way. Your slogan “Wiltshire Council

kel

Where everybody matters Q}g\viously does not include the children in this Parish.

Yours sincerel



Urchfont
SN10 4SN
6th November 2015

Ms B Burke

Rights of Way, Waste and Environment,
Wiltshire council,

county Hall,

Bythesea Road,

Trowbridge,

Wiltshire

BAL4 8N

Dear Ms Burke,

Re Objection to the Application to add a footpath to the definitive map
through Urchiont school grounds

| am writing to object to the Order on the grounds that the stated path has never been a Public Right of Way.
| have been associated with the school from 1993 as a parent and as an MDSA to present date.

During all those years of being associated with the school, as a villager, an employee and a parent, my
understanding, was always, that the pathway was a pedestrian access to the school. and not a public right of
way. Before my daughter started school if we wanted to come during the school day to access the western side
of the playing field (to the Parish council play equipment) | would walk round Cuckoo Corner. | now have
Granchildren visitng and 1 wauld never think of walking down the school path during the school day. tisnota.
public right of way.

There were two high wooden gates, one at the road end and the other at the school end. The gate nearest the
school was bolted from the school side during school hours. When | arrived on my bike to do my dinner hour
duty as an MDSA the entrance was barred at the inner gate and the only way | could get in was to stretch over the
top of the gate to unbolt it. Sometimes | couldn’t manage to open the bolt because of the way the extending
piece had been left in a down position and then | had to ride down the lane and enter by the school drive.

As part of my duties as an MDSA | am responsible for the care of 114 children during the funch hour out on school
property and the playing field. We are told to be vigilant about making sure that gates are locked not only to
prevent access by the public but also so none of the little ones leave the school premises.

There were signs on the gate indicating that it was the entrance to the school and unauthorised access was
prohibited and also that dogs are not allowed. |recall that before the Parish Council reminded villagers who used
the field out of school hours, that dogs were not allowed on the field that MDSAs has to clear dog dirt to protect
the children. This was a very unpleasant part of the job.

Anyone who entered the school grounds did so without the permission of the school.

yours sincerely,

Susan Francis (Mrs)



Urchfont, Devizes,
Wiltshire,
SNI10 4RU
13" October 2015

Ms B Burke

Rights of Way, Waste and Environment,
Wiltshire council,

county Hall,

Bythesea Road,

Trowbridge,

Wiltshire

BA14 8IN

Dear Ms Burke,

Re Objection to the Application to add a footpath to the definitive map
through Urchfont school grounds

| am writing to object to the Order on the grounds that the stated path has never been a Public Right
of Way.

f was a Governor at Urchfont C E School from approximately 2004 to 2008.

{ also had 2 children attend the school during the period 2002 and 2011. 1 visited the school
frequently in those years before | became a Governor.

| confirm that there was a tall wooden gate at the school end of the path nearest the school which
was bolted from the school side during school hours. There was never any suggestion that the path
was “public” even though it was unlocked when the schoo!l was closed. This was done as a
concession to the villagers to allow easy access to the playing fields.

Yours faithfully,

Patty Frankel {Mrs).



Burke, Barbara

from: Sue & Tony Giddings ¥

Sent: 14 October 2015 18:39

To: Burke, Barbara

Subject: Urchfont application to add a footpath to the definitive map

Urchfont
Devizes
Wiltshire
SNI194RT

14t Qctober 2014
Dear Ms Burke

“our Reference BB/2014/01

Application to add a footpath to the definitive map and statement in Urchfont

Thank you for your letter of the 8* October,

We are writing to confirm that we fully support the order to retain this footpath which has been in
existence and well used by the villagers for many years.

We understand that there may be objections by the school and parents as they are concerned for the
safety of the children. However, we feel that this could easily be remedied by erecting a fence along the
side of the path which runs close to the school buildings. This would ensure that everybody using the
footpath would still have free access to the playing field but not to the school itself.

Our own three children attended the school during the 1970s 1980s and 1990s and we never felt at any

time that their safety was jeopardised by people using the footpath during the school day. Our children

were always well supervised by the teaching and support staff at the school whenever they spent time
iside,

With best regards.

Yours sincerely,

Mr A D and Mrs S A Giddings.



Urchfont
Devizes
SN10 45)

Friday, 27 November 2015

Ms B8 Burke

Rights of Way, Waste and Fnvironment
Wiltshire Council

Bythesea Road

Trowbridge

BA14 8IN

Dear Ms Burke

Re Obijection to the application to add a footpath to the definitive map through Urchfont School
grounds

I am writing with respect to the above application. There has been a lot of discussion as to whether
there has been a footpath through the school grounds in the past and the fact that the village does
need safe access to Qakfrith Woods and the surrounding area. As a resident of the village with two
children in the school | agree we need a new safe path but | can not support an application that
routes the path through the school grounds without provision for the children’s safety. 1 believe the
discussion in regard to the history of this path has simply caused a rift within our community and
would urge you to rethink this decision and to work with the interested parties within the village to
provide a solution that is safe and fair.

Kind regards

Elaine Greenstreet
Copy: Mrs C Talbot, Urchfont € of E School



Mrs I Grieve

Thomas Wyatt Boad
Devizes
SNIO 31D

Mrs B Burke

Rights of Way, Waste and Environment
Wiltshire Council

Bythesea Road

Trowbridge

BAl4 84N

98" November 2015

Dear Mys Burke
OBRJECTION TO PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY THROUGH URCHFONT SCHOOL

I have been employed by Urchfont School since May 2008 as clerical assistant and have
always worked in the school office. At my induction it was made clear to me that the
safety of the pupils, and staff, was paramount.

The pedestrian pathway from The Green to Urchfont School, used by parents and
pupils, is gated at the school end and has always been seeured during the school day.
Prior to the installation of the electronic lock and intercom system, the gate was bolted
and a member of the office staff was responsible for locking and unlocking the gate at
the beginning and end of the day and to allow access at other times of the day when
appropriate. During my employment, I have never been asked by a villager, or any other
person, to allow them through the gate to gain access across school grounds. If T had
been asked, access would have been denied. When the gates have been open at the end of
the school day I have ravely seen anyone use this as access to the playing field or
beyond.

For the last fow years T have also been employed as a Mid-Day Supervisory Assistant.
When supervising the children on the playground or on the field 1 am required to be
vigilant at all times and to approach any unanthorised member of the public. 1 have
had to do this a few times where people have wandered onto the site during school
hours. T have also challenged dog walkers as, not only have I had to clear ap the mess
left behind by the dogs, but also some children have been frightened by the dogs. I have
had to restrain a dog pot on its lead and have witnessed one of my colleagues do the
same. Apart from personally challenging unauthorised members of the publie, I have
also witnessed many of my work colleagues do the same.



3

G irhlic access through school grounds is not in the best inferests of our
children and in fodays elimate we cannot afford to bury our heads in the sand and
think it won t happen to us.

Thank you for your time and I hope my comments help secure the best outcome for the
children of Urehfont School,

Yours sincerely

Hilzbiota Grieves



Urchfont
Devizes
Wiltshire
SN10 40X

5 November 2015

Ms B Burke

Rights of Way, Waste and Environment,
Wiltshire Council,

County Hall,

Bythesea Road,

Trowbridge,

Wiltshire

BA14 8IN

Dear Madam,
Right of Way Through Urchfont School - Objection

t am writing to object to the recent order that has been published by Wiltshire Council
provisionally confirming that a right of way has existed through Urchfont School grounds
from Top Green to the playing field for 20 years continuously prior to 201.1.

| have fived in Urchfont since 1992. My two daughters attended Urchfont Primary School
from 1996 to 2005. 1 always had a clear understanding that the path from Top Green to the
school yard was a pedestrian access to the school for parents and pupils. We knew that
there was a likelihood, rightly, of being challenged if we walked through the school grounds
when not on school business and so we always felt it right to walk to the playing field round
Cuckoo Corner during school hours.

Yours faithfully,

iyt i AT TS

Merle F Halliday



, Peppercombe, Urchfont, Wiltshive SN1D 405

Ma B Burke

Rights of Way, Waste and Environment
Wiltshire County Council

By the Sea Rpad

Trowbridge

BALA BIN ' 18 Novermnber 2015

Dear Ms Burke

Pwrite to exprass my strong objections to the proposed changes to the access to Urchfont plaving
fieids, titemise below my objections and guestions to this propesal

s QFSTED reguested that Uchfont school be made a secure site for the safen v of all puplls.
¢ The current access is not and, as far as the majority of the vil iage {5 aware, never has been a
Right of Way

¢ The proposed changed access will remove the bicvele shed and childrens’ garden area.

®  Access is only currently unavailable between @ am and 3,15 pm duri ng terrn times.

)

Therefore the necessity for the maliority of children to have ace

sary as they will be in school, At all othe rtimes, including holidays, the pla
fields can be accessed through the existing path for EVEryone,

o There has already been a footpath put in assng‘;;;de the playing fleld o

Caldfrith Wood, This s obviously accessed via Cuckoo Corner and ¢
¥

made when this was path was proposed.




g; has a survey been

seed new acress o the plaving

& How many people witl use

carried out to ascertain this information?

sas going to cost andd who will be paying for them?

ey

e Mo much are these orog
How much disturbance will be caused whilst these proposed changes are carried out?

I pdans - where will the new

i 5.

- g5 indicated in the propo

= If the bicycle shed is ramowve

shied be erected and wheo will foot the bifl?
4 whaere will

The childrens’ garden area will no longer exist if the proposad changes go ahs

a be sighted and who will be responsitle for re-stocking it

3 NeW e

W P R
Yours sinceraly




'!_; A

Urchfon
Devizes
Wilts
SN10 4085

12th November 2015
Your Ref: BB/2014/01

Ms Barbara Burke
Rights of Way
Wiltshire Council
County Hall
Bythesea Road
Trowbridge

BAl4 8IN

Dear Ms Burke
Re: Application to add a footpath to the definitive map & statement in Urchfont

Further to your letter dated 8th October 2015 regarding the decision to record the footpath
between Top Green and the Recreation Field as a public footpath, I write to offer my full
support for this order which will reinstate a Right of Way for the residents of Urchfont that they
have been denied the use of since 2011, by the action of Urchfont Primary School who now fock
the gate along the footpath during school hours.

I would like to take this opportunity to record in detail the reasons why I support the order to
reinstate the safe access to our community facilities.

History

Urchfont Primary School was a new school opened in 1974 and its construction included an
alleyway which allowed access to the school and the village recreation field from Top Green
(see Appendix - Figure 1). From a geographical point of view this is an obvious access route
that would be of benefi to the whole community. I moved to Urchfont in 1982 with my wife
and family and my children attended Urchfont School between 1985 and 1995. During the
period 1989 to 1995 1 was a parent governor at the school and an active member of Urchfont
School Parents' Association (USPA). T used the alleyway on a frequent basis during this time to
carry out my duties as a parent governor and for USPA meetings and also for walks with the
farnly to the recreation field, play equipment, tennis courts and Qakfrith Wood. During this
period I cannot recall any locked gates, signs relating to school access only or being told 1 could
not use this access. As a governor I certainly accessed the alleyway perhaps 5 to 10 times a
week during school hours.

When my children left Urchfont School I resigned as a parent governor but still used the
alleyway at various times throughout the day, including school hours, to walk to Oakfrith Wood
and to play tennis on the recreation field tennis courts. At various times I even attended the
school to give lessons to the children about bridges, which relates to my profession as a
chartered Civil Engineer. At no time did 1 find my access through the alleyway, or past the
school, restricted by locked gates, signs relating to school access only or being told I could not
use this access. I continued to use the alleyway access up to June 2011 not only {o access the
recreation field, Oakfrith wood and the tennis courts but also to deliver flyers, News & Views



magazines and the occasional bus rota for my wife to the school. In June 2011, without any
consultation with the village, the school locked the gates during school hours preventing any
access to the recreation field facilities, Qakfrith Wood or the tennis courts.

At first this did not cause too much of a problem as access was available through the grounds
of Urchfont Manor which was owned by Wiltshire Council. In January 2012 Wiltshire Council
announced that it was going to sell Urchfont Manor but access through the Manor grounds was
still available up to September 2012 when all the gates and access routes to Urchfont Manor
were chained and locked. I believe discussions commenced between Urchfont School, Urchfont
Parish Council and Wiltshire Council at this time to find a soiution to the access probiem
potentially using land within Urchfont Manor grounds to provide a footpath to the recreation
field. However in April 2013 Urchfont Manor was sold with no access provision through the
grounds and it was not until 2nd September 2013 that a planning application was submitted by
Wiltshire Council for the creation of a footpath from Crookwood Lane to Oakfrith Wood. The
application included a footpath from the end of the school driveway to an exit onto Cuckoo
Corner adjacent to a dwelling called Crookwood House. It was proposed that this would be the
new footpath to the recreation field facilities, tennis courts and Oakfrith Wood. To access the
footpath at Cuckoo Corner, which is a right angled bend trafficked by numerous heavy farm
vehicles, private and commercial vehicles, the public would have to watk along a narrow road
where no footpaths were available or indeed possible. Public and Parish Council concerns were
noted and this section of footpath was rightfully removed from the planning application.

I raised the issue of a Right of Way through the school alleyway at a Parish Council meeting
and on 30th September 2013 I wrote to Morgan Jones at Wiltshire Council with reference to the
proposed planning application stating:

There s absolutely no need for this new pathway between Crookwood House and
Poynings as a perfactly viable access exists in a far safer location. Up untif June 2011 the
alleyway from Top Green, between Fiddlers Cottage and The Ark, was used as an
unrestricted ‘Public Right of Way' to access Urchfont Primary School, the Playing Field
and Qakfrith Wood.

From June 2011 access as a "Public Right of Way' was restricted, with no access being
allowed during school hours (9am to 3.15pm). I have lived in the Urchfont for 30 years
and for a period of at least 27 years the alleyway was an unrestricted ‘Public Right of
Way’. I cannot recall any public notices or other applications relating to this change of
use and query, as do many others, whether the restriction was lawful? The alleyway
should be used as the 'Safest’ access to the playing field and Oakiiith Wood. Security for
the school can easily be maintained (as this appears an issue which will not go away) with
minimal new fencing as shown on my attached sketch. {see Appendix - Figure 2)

With the probability that the Crookwood House footpath was to be removed from the planning
application and with no access to the playing field during school hours the Parish Council
agreed to facilitate the provision of a Right of Way request to Wiltshire Council and to obtain
withess statement forms. The completed witness evidence forms were first submitted to
Wiltshire Council on 31st January 2014.

The revised planning application with the Crookwood House section of footpath removed was
approved on 21ist January 2014,

I attended Urchfont School on 18th March 2014 with two Parish Councillors to discuss a

sketch/proposals that T had sent to them foliowing an article in our local parish magazine where
vhe school said We would like to assure you that the Governors are always willing to work with
other community bodies to consider serious proposals for improving access o village amenities’.



Sadly the school were not prepared to consider any proposal until the Right of Way application
had been decided. (see Appendix - Figure 3)

The decision report was published on 29th May 2015 and the Order made on 8th October 2015.

Evidence of a Right of Way

When Urchfont Primary school was opened in 1974, times and concerns were different to
today, and there were certainly no child safeguarding measures to be considered. Indeed my
first impressions of the school was of a modern rectangular building in the corner of the
recreation field. There were no fences, no locked external doors and the classroom doors were
only curtains! Anyone could access the recreation field, the school play areas and the school
building from any side, indeed there were even footpaths around the school buitding. One
question to be answered in this debate is ‘Why would you need to lock a gate at the end of an
alleyway when the recreation field, school grounds and building could be accessed from every
other direction?’

Indeed the same question could be asked even today when the school still has porous
houndaries albeit the new low key fencing does designate the school perimeter and there is
provision to iock the outer doors to the school, although T understand this is not always done
and people have just watked up the school drive and entered the school buitding.

As [ have said before 1 cannot recall any locked gates, signs relating to school access only or
being told I could not use this access. I do not believe any of these restrictions were present
and think this is evident from an article in a local magazine published in the Parish. My wife and
I edited a local magazine called 'News & Views' between February 2009 and March 2012. It was
produced every two months and issued free to every household in the village. On 14th June
2011 we were sent by email an article from Urchfont Pre-school, who use buildings on the
school site, to publish in the August/September 2011 issue. (see Appendix - Figure 4)

The email read:

Please could you run the following paragraph in the next edition of News & Views as there have
been a couple of recent near misses with cars and pre-school children at Cuckoo Corner. Please
run as follows: -

School/Pre-school Gate ~Important Notice

As a health & safety requirement the school/pre-school gate is now
locked during school hours and therefore could the residents of
Urchfont especially Cuckoo Corner please be aware that during the
lunchtime pick-up/drop-off times (12 ~1pm) there may be parents,
pre-schoolers and young siblings walking along Cuckoo Corner o
access pre-school via the driveway. Please could drivers be extra
vigilant during this time of day. We appreciate that this is not ideal
and an alternative is being sought but if all road users could take a
little more care driving around the bend this would be greatly

appreciated.

The Pre-school Committee




It is obvious that the locking of the school gate was not considered as normal, indeed it was
something not expected! The use of the expression 'is now locked® defines a new regime
applied from June 2011. This would seem at odds with the statements relating to public
access restrictions now being made by the school!

The article also provides evidence that certainly Pre-School parents were concerned with
having to walk around Cuckoo Corner particularly with young childrer. I think the wording
‘there have been a couple of recent near misses with cars and pre-school children at Cuckoo
Corner' is relevant to our concerns foday. 1 note in various letters/statements made recently
that the school do not now consider Cuckoo Corner a dangerous environment for pedestrians.

1 aiso refer to the ‘Urchfont Conservation Statement — July 2002' drafted by Kennet District
Coundil - Planning Services — Development Controt and Conservation. The ptan of Urchfont
identifies amongst other things footpaths. The access from The Green to the School and
Recreation Ground is clearly marked and designated as a ‘footpath’. Obviously the authors of
this document identified the access as a footpath and found no abstruction during their
investigations to describe it otherwise (see Appendix - Figure 5).

Other than the above extract from 'News & Views', which T consider an important documented
niece of evidence showing that the alleyway gate was never locked, and the Urchfont
Conservation Statement map which identifies it as a footpath I do not have any other
documented or photographic evidence to support my view. I am not surprised that in the 15
month period taken to produce the decision report the schoot were unable to provide any
evidence of the gate being locked, restrictive signs being erected or pedestrians being warned
not to use the footpath. Surely an important issue such as this would have been noted in the
governors meeting minutes, Certainly in my time as a school governor I cannot recail the issue
being discussed. I also cannot recall anything ever being written in the local Parish magazine,
'Redhorn News' where the school has a designated page, or in 'News & Views' when 1 edited
that magazine, to inform residents that it was not a pubtic footpath.

Can a Right of Way be achieved without detriment to the security of the school?

i believe that a Right of Way providing access past the school for the benefit of all Urchfont
residents can be achieved without detriment to the security of the school. In fact it'is beyond
doubt that a properly designed route will greatly improve the security of the school boundary
adjacent to the school building. T produced two sketches, for comment, during the period of the
Right of Way claim both showing access past the side of the school with additional fencing to
orovide security. The design is no different to the environment found around hundreds if not
thousands of schools in the country with pedestrians watking past the boundary fencing or walis
of the school. If a footpath design such as this is not secure for Urchfont Scheol will all of these
other schools be forced to close?

I have recently heard and seen various statements made by the school concerning such {ssues
as dog mess, people fooking at children changing for games and heing marked down by Ofsted
(or even failing an Ofsted inspection). Dog mess does not appear to have been a problem
during the period when the alleyway is open to the public now and in any event is covered by
current legislation requiring owners to ‘bag it'. Concerns about whether people will be abie to
observe children changing for games can easily be accommodated by fencing design of even
hlinds/curtains in the refevant dassrooms. QOfsted have been used as the reason for the initial
locking of the gate and also one of the reasons for not atlowing any public footpath past the



school. During my visit to the school to discuss the issue {as previously mentioned) I drew
their attention to a question and answer page I had found on the Ofsted website which stated:

o Will a school be judged inadequate if there is a footpath running through a playing field
used by pupils?

is answered with:

e No, but it is important that the school has carefully assessed and mitigated the potential
risks and taught pupils to be aware of them.

Surely this must apply to alt footpaths passing by or through a school. As 1 mentioned
previously public footpaths passing by schools, with of course suitable fencing or secure
gates/doors occurs in many school throughout the country without detriment to the inspection
reports.

Why is a 24/7 footpath required?

The school recently sent a letter to parents saying 7he school believes that safe and adequate
access exists to the playing fields via Cuckoo Corner without the need to sequeslrate schoof
property for an alternative route’. This is a strange statement when compared with the Pre-
School articie as discussed above where parents with their toddiers were obviously quite
concerned. 1 was also informed that when a community bus driver complained, at the school,
about children and parents walking up the school drive he was told by the school secretary that
they had to do that as it was too dangerous for them to walk around Cuckoo Corner!

There have been recorded incidents occurring on Cuckoo Corner where there is no footpath and
where heavy farm traffic, commercial and public vehicles have to manoeuvre around a ninety
degree blind bend. T now have grandchildren, aged three and one, and have refused to take
them around Cuckoo Corner to the piay equipment on the recreation field. A footpath past the
school will alleviate this potential danger during school hours and will allow a safe access for all
pedestrians who need to use it.

We also need to think about the future. We could not anticipate five years ago the issues we
now face and it may be that in the future Urchfont school will close and the site developed for
housing. Whilst we have access at present for the alleyway to be used out of schooi hours this
would probably be lost if the site is developed. A Right of Way designation now would ensure
long term access to our recreation field regardless of future development.

irchfont School

Like many village schools Urchfont Primary schoot now has a majority of children coming from
outside the village envelope. You will probably receive many letters from parents objecting to
this order who other than the school have no affiliation with the village and who really have no
concerns about the consequences to the Urchfont community if the Right of Way is refused.
Sadly the school have conducted an orchestrated campaign using misinformation and fear as
their main weapons and causing it to become a very divisive issue within the Urchfont
Community. Not surprisingly there are parents who fear for their chiidren's safety without being
aware of the real facts. I recently had a phone call from someone who whilst supporting the
order will not write as their name would become public and as they said they stili have to live
with other parents, teachers and governors who are actively objecting to the order. I fear this
will prevent many parents and villagers from showing their support!



Surimary

I fully support the Order to reinstate the footpath from Top Green to the Recreation Feld.
Whilst the route shown on the plan is probably not the best route I note it is indicated as
venerally west'and in a general north westerly direction’ and so anticipate that a final route,
with school security paramount, can be discussed and agreed. I have always believed that this
matter can and should be easy to resolved, via discussion, to find a solution that benefits the
school and afl Urchfont residents. Designed sensibly the footpath will provide enhanced security
for the school and reinstate the safe footpath to the recreation field facilities, Oakfrith Wood
and the tennis courts that we ali used to enjoy.

Yours sincerely

Richard Hawkins - Urchfont Resident



Appendix
Figures 1 to 5
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Planning Application 13/03247/FUL. - Crookwood House Cuckoo Corner Urchiont SN10 4RA
Alternative Access to Playing Field
via Existing Public Right of Way

Denotes Footpath past
Schooi Buitdings

Existing Alleyway from Top Green
which was an unrestiicted Public
Right of Way untd June 2011

Figure 2

Drawing sent to Morgan Jones at Wiltshire Council on 30th September 2013
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Flgure 3

Copy of Drawing dscuseed with Urchifont School on 18th March 2014




To ‘The Bookworm’ This series is definitely an adult read,
In reference to your comment on Jean  <ertainly not for children. Her

Auel’s books (presume it is a man!?). descriptions of the characters love
Her book series ‘earth’s children’ of making (not sex) are so wonderful, she
which Plains of Passage 1s the 4th in must have had a really good foverl! So

(so far) a series of 6. You appear to be L say try starting at the beginning of the
taking a passage in the book completely ~ Series with an “adult open mind’ and
out of context. I am about to read her ~ You should get the full picture.

6th novel and arn very disappointed t©  The full series of books can be obtained
think it may be her last in the series. through the Mobile Library.

Bearing in mind her novels take place in  Good reading.

the ice age of Europe, her descriptions )
and detail she has researched are Ann Zricson
second to none.

URGCHFONT COMMUNITY SHOP

Need a special fruit or Multi-purpose potting cormpost
vegetable order? £5.80 per 60 litre bag
We may he able to get it for Free local delivery
next-day delivery {not
Sundays). i ; ; .
Ask in Store Help us to keep in business:

Make a shopping list, buy what you can
Buy products in bulk and from the shop, and only buy elsewhere

receive a 10% discount what you can't get here.
if you're coming in for a newspaper, please

Too much shopping to carry? | | think about buying something else as well.
Ask about free delivery Thank you for your custom.

YOUR COMMUNITY SHOP — USE IT OR LOSE IT!

School/Pre-school Gate ~Important Notice

As a health & safety requirement the school/pre-school gate is now locked
during school hours and therefore could the residents of Urchfont especially
Cuckoo Corner please be aware that during the junchtime pick-up/drop-off
times (12 ~1pm) there may be parents, pre-schoolers and young siblings
walking along Cuckoo Corner to access pre-school via the driveway. Please
could drivers be extra vigitant during this time of day. We appreciate that this
is not ideat and an alternative is being sought but if all road users could take
& little more care driving around the bend this would be greatly appreciated.
The Pre-school Committee |

Figure 4
Copy of August/September 2011 'News & Views' page with Pre-school Notice



& Crown copyright. Al righis reserved  Kannel District Councl LAQ78328 2002

PEPPERCOMBE

THE QRCHARD

- CS.QOKWOOD LANE 'HAF_’EI: LANE
. @l House

.-~ Recreation Ground

BThe L

E=3

ambi inn

Primary Schoot

‘Bolndary ™

‘Conservalion Ared

Listeu Buldings -

Nosth RD LANE | signiiicant unlisted
R 'B,U.iiiﬂﬁgﬁ and walls - Lo

“ - Key Builiings

© - “Significant Trges

Hedges
| Lrast Verges

Urchiont Manor Gilund

_w(j}m

Argas of polentiat
Davelopment

Fooipaths

URCHFONT ZONSERVATION AREA West

ey

Special Landscape Area

Floure 5

Extract from “Urchfont Conservation Statement - July 2002°

The Alleyway from Top Green o the Recreation Field is marked ‘Footpath’



Burlce, Barbara

From:

Sent:

To:

Subject:
Attachments:

Barbara

Richard Hawkins #EElEs
17 November 2015 16:47
Burke, Barbara

Urchfont Right of Way
School Right of Way Letter dated 28th September S.pdf; School Right of Way Letter
dated 13th October S.pdf; School Letter 8 June 15.pdf

I have posted a letter of support to you but am attaching copies of letters sent by the school to the parents re this
issue. | found them quite scary {particularly the 8th June letter) and very misleading. Parents who have attended
recent Parish Council meetings have realised that the footpath can be achieved without detriment to school

security.
I hope they may be of use.

Kind regards

Richard Hawkins



28" Septermber 2015

Dear Parents,

Apnlication to open a Public Right of Way through Urchfont School

We wrote to parents back in June this year with information that, contrary to the school's best
interests, a formal application had been made to Wiltshire Council to open a Public Right of Way
through the school grounds.

Once the Order is published there will be a period of 42 days when objections to the Order can
be considered.  As you will expect, the School and the Governors will make strong objections
on the grounds of safeguarding implications for your children and the schoo! staff.

However we need your support to re-inforce our case,

We will inform you when the Order is published so that you can register any objections at that
time. We would remind parents that if this Public Right of Way is approved it will be recorded on
future Ordnance Survey Maps, Google maps etc for open use by the general public, not just the
residents of Urchfont.

We have placed displays in the Garden Room and the Office Reception showing the proposed
Fubtic Right of Way and the impact it will have on the school and Pre-School.
Please come into school and have a look.

Yours sinceraly,

Mrs. O Talhot
Headteacher
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Dear Parents,
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Our posz’tlon is:

e that the school has never had any intention to dedicate a permanent right of way through the
school grounds.

& In recent years the school has happily permitted the public to access the playing field through
school property outside of school hours.

¢ The current situation allows full access through the school grounds to the playing field withow
the impediment of dogs for 48 % of the days of the yvear. For the other 52% of days access is denied
only from 9.15am to 3.00 pm.

e The school sees itself under no obligation to accommodate a permanent right of way through
school grounds that either may have adverse implications for the safety of pupils and staff or
inhibits the manner in which the school currently operates.

e The school is disappointed that Urchfont Parish Council did not consult with the school or
parents of pupils before deciding to support the private application for a public path through
school grounds.

¢ The school believes that safe and adequate access exists to the plaving field via Cuckoo Corner
without the need 1o sequestrate school property for an alternative route.

¢ The school believes that the reaction to the loss of a pathway to the plaving fleld via Urchiont
Manor by annexing school land is wholly disproportionate 1o any gain that may be achieved,

«  Where valid grounds exist, the school intends to object 1o the Wiltshire Council Ruling ro
publish a definitive map modification order (DMAMO) authorising a PROW through the school
grounds.

¢ The school believes that in making their decision Wilishire Council has not assessed the
evidence in a balanced way.

8 The school is concerned that a consequence of the DMMO is legally 1o allow dogs 1o be walked
on the approach paths 1o the school and onto the school and village playing fields

Unfortunately, in considering our objections, the im,ghts of Way Officer is not concerned with
safeguarding of children in school only whether there is a proven case for the claimed Public
Right of Way. The people claiming that they have a Right of Way just have to state that they
walked the route shown on the attached map with no tmpediment to their route (e gates) that they
did not see any signage stating that it was not & Right of Way and that they were not challenged
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Your letter should state on what grounds you are objecting ~ which would be, that there is no ri ght of way
through the school grounds.

The criteria which needs to be included in any letter to the ROW Officer that will support the School's
statement that 1 was not our intention to allow a public right of way is as follows:
«  That during the following period of time (eg 1995 10 2001 - whatever iy the lengih of time you have
been associated with the school or have tived in the village)

e  You always had a clear understanding that the pathway from Top Green to the schoo! was not 8 right of
way for the general public and was always, a pedestrian access to the school for parents and pupils.

¢ During the school day one eculd not enter through the gate unless on school business.
¢« The gate was bolted from the school side.

&« There were clear notice{s} that stated [specifically if possible] that the path was for access to the school
only

¢ you knew that you would be challenged if you walked through the schoot grounds and were not an school
business.

It vou feel you can write and support all or any of those statements in your letters please do so. 1t would be
useful to say whether you are a paremt, a villager, pre-school parent ete. Individual parents writing will
carry more wetght than parents wriling as a couple and 1f you have any children who attended the school in
the past and would like to object please encourage them to do so.

I you would hke any further information or @ discuss this letter please do speak 10 Mrs Talbot

Y ours sincerely.

Mrs, O Talbot Mrs AL Warson
Headieacher Char of Governors
on behalt of the Governing Body.

EeATL
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8th June, 2015

Dear Parents,

We apologise that this is rather a long letter but it is important to you and your children and we hope that youl
will have the time to read it,

You may recall that in November of 2013 we wrote to you regarding a possible application by the Urchfont
Parish Councll for a Public Right of Way through the school grounds. Their application went ahead on 31st
January 2014, saying that there had always been unrestricted access to the playing field through the school
gate, at the end of the school path . The school responded strongly to this application with support from the
Diocese and evidence and witness statements from ex Head teachers, Governors, Staff and parents. However,
on 29th May this year, we received news from the Rights of Way team at Wiltshire Councif that they
recommend “That an order be made under section 53(3)(b) of the Wildiife and Countryside Act 1981 to add a
footpath from Top Green Urchfont to the Urchfont Recreation Ground/Playing Field”.  They base their decision
on evidence going back 20yrs from the date the path was brought into question and although they accept that
we have bolted the gate and placed signs saying schoot access only, that is not sufficient to stop the application.
Wiltshire Education Authority have been alerted to this decision by the Rights of Way team and assured us that
the issue of children’s safety and safeguarding has been forcefully highlighted and this has been acknowledged
at a high level in the Authority.

Security and safety in schools is & highly emotive subject and one which is never far from the thoughts of the
head teacher and governing body. Blatant and violent breaches of security have catastrophic effects and we
need not name them here, we have all seen them in the news. Whether you are a parent or teaching
professional, the security of any school is always high on the agenda. We are acting in loco parentis for your
children whist they are in our care.

Of course, each school is different and many schools, such as ours, built in 1974, were not designed with
security in mind. Nevertheless, we have always tried to manage site security to make it aesthetically acceptable
and by working with the focal community. Hence the post and rail fencing round our site rather than 6ft high
metal fencing, as in some schools and access out of school hours down the school path to the playing field out
of school hours. However, that does not mean that we should have to aflow free access to the public whilst
children are on site. If this PROW goes ahead it will be marked on an Ordinance Survey Map and open to the
public, not just the Urchfont Comimunity. It will alse confer the right to be accompanied by dogs.

There is a legal process after the recommendation and before an Order for an PROW is made. The Local
Autharity can took at diverting the path and if a diversion can be found then the original route wili be removed.
Unfortunately, at the moment we have been told that the suggested diversion will stilf go through the school
which will have an impact on the school and may affect the neighbouring houses. If a diversion cannct be
made, the order will go ahead and we wilt hava to appeal against it on safeguarding grounds.

We will keep you informed of further action but please be assured that the heaith and safety of your children is
of paramount importance. Parents send their children to school each day with the expectation that schoo!
provides a safe and secure environment in which their children can flourish and we can assure you that we will
centinue to act in such a way that any risk fo their personal safely is minimized.

We thought it might be useful for you to see the history behind this application and have attached it to this
letter.

Please let us have your comments, either by emaif or fetter, Thank you.

Yours sincerealy,

|
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..

Mrs, C. Talbot
Headteacher on behall of the Governing Body.




EVENTS LEADING UP TO THE URCHFONT PARISH COUNCIL'S
APPLICATION TO OPEN A PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY (PROW) THROUGH
URCHFONT C. E. PRIMARY SCHOOL

The path from the Green was created specifically to provide access to the new Urchfont Primary School
built in 1974. Prior to this there was no path in existence, nor were there any recognized ‘rights of way’
over any part of the current school grounds.

There have always been gates at the end of the path closest to School {originally 2 gates, one being
removed just recently), The gate closest o the school has always had a locking device to prevent
unauthorized access onto school premises. Initially this was by bolts. The bolt was on the school side
of the gate situated at the top to prevent children unlocking it but reachable from outside to facilitate
locking by parents exiting the school. However, because of the position of the gate on the school site
before the advent of CCTY and intercom devices, it could not be policed from the school office and so
this arrangement could potentially permit unauthorised access during school hours, For this reason,
on the advice of Wiltshire Council, the bolt was replaced in 2011 by an electronic lock, controlled from
the school office.  Out of schoot hours and during the holidays the gate is left open to aflow a short
cut to the Playing Field for the Community.

In 2012, Wiltshire Council announced plans to sell off Urchfont Manor, causing the loss of the
‘Permissive’ path from Blackboard Lane to Qakfrith Wood and the playing field. An alternative route
was therefore needed. Various options to do this were considered.

The first suggestion was to create a new path through the Manor grounds, running tight to the South
of the school buildings towards the West of the Playing Field. This proposal was supported by the
school and the Pre-Schoal but ruted out by Wilts Council after a site visit on the grounds that
damage could occur to tree roots if a pathway was established. This did not seem like a compelling
argument to school representatives, but it was accepted by the Parish Council, so we were
unable to pursue this option any further.

A further plan was then made to create two separate but coordinated paths:

A} a path from the Northern end of the school drive along the Crookwood Lane edge of the
playing field towards the tennis courts and from there access to the village play equipment
arwd Oakfrith Wood.

B} a path from Cuckoo Corner to the bottom of the schoo! drive across land attached o the old
Wardens House (which was at that tme owned by Wilts Council).

The school supported this plan, but a focal resident objected to path (B} and the Parish Council
supported the objection so this element was rejected. Path (A} went ahead.

A proposal was then put forward for a ‘country path’ round the left band bend of Cuckoo Corner to
connect with path (A}, but this was also ruled out by Wilts Coundil because of potential damage
to a tree along the route.

This created & situation In which path (&) could now only be reached either by walking along the road
around Cuckoo Corner, or down the school path and drive.  The school made it clear that we could
not agree Lo the latter option, both for obvicus safeguarding reasons, but also because of the loss of
amenity {as the proposed pathway would impinge upon our outdoor classroom araa, and the only
space available for future extension of the school).



The Parish Council then set up a working party to look at options. The school originally participated in
this group but eventually withdrew when it became clear that the only option the Working Group was
interested in was in finding a way to use the school drive.

The idea of creating a 'PROW’ as a device to force access down the school path then emerged and the
Parish Council tock a proactive role in this process by encouraging and coordinating supporting
submissions.

Interestingly the application does not meet up with the newly constructed path at the bottom of
the playing field. Instead it terminates at the gate into the playing field by the schoo! building
and as things stand this is where the ROW will run if approved.

Since 2009 there has been a Memorandum of Understanding between the School and the Urchfont
Parish Council, governing use of the playing field. This MOU excludes public use during school hours
but allows it at all other times. The school gate is left open outside school hours to facilitate this
access.

So, on the face of things, the PROW as currently defined, serves no purpose whatsoever because
access to the playing field is restricted by the MOU.

However, we are informed by Wilts Council that if the PROW is implemented this would clear the way
for an application to override the MOU and allow access at all times to the public and their dogs. Such
an action would be legally bound to succeed as the playing field is a community asset.

On the other hand it is possible to divert the route of the PROW, by agreement, prior to implementation.
WHERE ARE WE NOW?

At this point everybody loses:

» The PROW application has failed to establish a public right to proceed down the schoo! drive
to the new path at the Northern end of the Playing Field, but

« the school is faced with the possibility of safeguarding issues in respect of vexatious
requests to access the potentially useless PROW, and

s a successful application to overthrow the conditions of the MOU would also create serious
safeguarding issues for school use of the Playing Field.

Under the implied threat of the loss of the MOU Wilts Council have since visited school to look at
alternative routes for the PROW to meet the desire to connect with the Qakfrith path.

We are very willing to look at any reasonable proposals but our preference would be to revert to ane
of the previously discarded plans, any of which have would have a smaller impact on the school and its
neighbours than the options which ctherwise seem to be available.

In the event that no mutually acceptable alternative is forthcoming, we would be forced to contest the
PROW decision on safeguarding grounds.

The school staff and governing body have a legal duty to safeguard the children under our care. We
will not, under any circumstances, compromise their safety.

Urchfont School Governing Body
8th June 2015

e



Burke, Barbara

S Y T O U K NI RE TR RSN
From: Richard Hawkins e

Sent: 30 November 2015 (09:34

To: Burke, Barbara

Subject: Right of Way - Urchfont

Attachments: Redhorn News - Dec 2015 jpg; Redhorn News - Nov 2015.jpg

Barbara

Please find attached copies of articles from Urchfont School that have appeared in our local Parish Magazine
(Redhorn News) over the {ast 2 months. The magazine is distributed free to all residents of Urchfont with the
funding provided by the Parish Council and other community groups in the village. The magazine is edited by Mrs
Joan Barnett and the general public have had problems, when the Right of Way issue first arose, with
their supportive articles being published. We, the general public, have not attempted to have further articles
pubtished but the Parish Council have been able to issue statements,
The school have used the magazine to publish their own somewhat misleading articles, particularly in the last 2
months attached. The December issue infers the Parish Council is in some way biased in its attitude to the Right of
ay issue, a statement that is wholly untrue. | have attended Parish Council meetings in the past where | publicly
stated that | though the Parish Council were not supporting the village community with regard to this issue. In fact |
now feel the Parish Council have acted in a very professional manner with regard to the issue and whilst initially
taking a neutral position are now supporting the application to achieve a result which is beneficial to all.
It is interesting to note in the November issue the school state ‘Safeguarding and security in schoolfs over the past
twenty years has changed enormously, as those of you with experience of other schools will be aware. Urchfont
school has been o very open site but gver the years, even in this idyllic Wiltshire village, we too have had to follow
safeguarding legisiation and Ofsted requirements which are, that "governors fulfil legislative requirements on
safequarding and ensure school premises provide a safe learning environment with secure access to protect staff and
pupils from harm." In fact safeguarding and security have change enormously over the last 40 years, since the
school was built, and perhaps that explains the problem they now have!

I hope these documents may be of some use to you,

I have not received confirmation that you received my letter of support regarding the Order — could you confirm you
have please.

e the letters of support/objection that have been sent to you available for the public to view prior to the inquiry?
Kind regards

Richard Hawkins



edhorn News - Dec 2015
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List of objectors and the person making the representations to the
Wiltshire Council (Parish of Urchfont) Path No 51Definitive Map and
Statement Modification Order 2015.

List of persons who have made representations in support of the
order

Mrs J Bradshaw
Mr Keith Brockie
Mrs Val Brockie
Mr T Giddings
Mrs S Giddings
Mr J Hawkins
Mrs G Hickey
Mr T Hill

Mrs G Hill

Mr D Kinnaird
Mrs E Kinnaird
Mrs J Maidment
Mrs C Millanes
Mr P Newell > 0SS
Mr R Pendry (I\e/ O
Mrs R Pendry

Miss C Smith

Mrs S Smith

Mr M Smith

Mrs Jane Steadman

Mr J Steadman

Mr R Thomas

Urchfont Parish Council



Mr P Wheatley
Mr C Whitehead
Mrs M Whitehead

Ms A Antrobus
Mrs W Assirati
Mrs R Atkins
Mrs B Bailey
Mr P Bailey
Mr P Bancroft
Ms J Barber
Mrs M Barclay
Mrs J Barnett
Mr N Barklem
Mr R Bishell
Mr S O’Callaghan
Mrs R Candy
Mr R Carter
Mrs L Carter
Mrs C Coke
Mr A Coke
Mrs B Coombs
Mrs D Cooper
Miss G Cooper
Mr S Cottle

Mr L Cower

Mrs S Creasey

List of Objectors to the order



Mrs Creasey-Cottle
Mr D Davies
Mrs S Davies
Mr M Davis

Mrs R Devon
Mr R Ellis

Mrs W Ellis

Mrs L. Everson
Mr P Everson
Mr S Fowler
Mrs D Fowler
Mr R Fowler
Mrs S Francis
Mrs P Frankel
Mrs E Greenstreet
Mrs E Grieves
Mrs M Halliday
Mrs E Harris
Mr M Holloway
Mrs R Holloway
Mrs J Holton
Ms H House
Miss L. lies

Ms E James
Mrs C Jennings
Mr C Keay

Mrs K Keay



Mr C King

Mrs s Leckie

Mr M Leckie

Mrs S Lee

Mr R Lee

Mr R Lind

Mrs A Lundy

Mr D Lyttle

Mrs G Meloney

Mrs A Marshall

Mrs F Muir

Ms M Murray

Mrs C Pike

Mrs K Pilling

Mrs L. Pottinger

Mr A Richards

Mr A Roan

Mrs R Roan

Mrs J Rosenberg

Miss H Smith

Salishury Diocesan Board of Education
Mr G Spencer

Mr B Tavlor

Ms M Templer

Urchfont C. E. Primary School
Urchfont C.E. Primary School Headteacher

Urchfont C.E. Primary School Chair of Governors



Urchfont Pre-School CiO
Mrs F Underwood

Mr J Watson

Mrs A Watson



Lower Kingsdown Road
Box

Wiltshire

5N13 8AZ

25™ November 2015

Dear Ms Burke
Re: Right of Way at Urchfont Primary School, Urchfont, Nr Devizes SN10 4RA

I am writing to object to the Right of Way through Urchfont Primary School from
the path at Top Green and alongside the school buildings, ending at the front of the
school.

I was a teacher at Urchfont School from November 2004 until July 2015 and served
for a period on the Governing Body. As far as I am aware there has never been any
intention to dedicate a permanent right of way through the school grounds. There has
always been a gate at the school end of the path which previously had just a bolt
which was always kept locked from the school side during school hours. The gate was
always left unlocked outside of school hours to allow the villagers access to the
playing field.

I would have thought that the safeguarding of the children, whilst they are at school,
was of paramount importance and would over-ride any need for any person fo use this
path to access the field when there is adequate access from Cuckoo Corner.

I am frankly staggered that the Parish Council feel unable to see the importance of
this issue to the school in their role of ensuring the safety of their pupils whilst they
are at school. T am equally shocked that the County Council have not instantly made
this connection. Whilst Urchfont is a wonderful village and I would hope that nothing
of the sort That you hear about in The news would ever happen in this sleepy part of
Wiltshire, you reaily just never know.

It was a shame that when the Council sold off the Manor they did not put a path in
behind the school, through the Manor grounds or through the garden of the house af
the bottom of the school drive, which would have solved the problem of Cuckoo
Corner being either dangerous or too far to walk.

I hope that sense will prevail

Yours sincerely

Anne Anirobus



ars Wendy Assirati

reat hevereil
Wiltshire SN10 5TS

Ms B Burke

Rights of Way, Waste & Environment
Wiltshire Council

County Hall

Bythesea Road

Trowbridge, Wiltshire

BA14 8iN

20" November 2015

Dear Ms Burke

Re Obijection to the Application to add a footpath to the definitive map through Urchfont School grounds.

f am writing to object to the Order on the following grounds:

Although | do not live in Urchfont | did work at Urchfont School from 2005 until 2013, When | started at
Urchfont School there were two gates along the path from the Green to the school grounds. One gate at
the Green end and another bolted gate at the top of the path leading into the school grounds. The bolted
gate was open outside of school hours for the public to walk through to the school playing field but was
bolted during school hours. 1 understood that the path was not a right of way but a goodwill gesture by
the school to allow the villagers to reach the school playing field outside of school hours, this also provided
a short cut from the Green to the School for pupils and pre-schoolers attending Urchfont Pre-School, also
located on the school grounds.

Whilst working at Urchfont School a Health & Safety visit by the H&S Officer at Wiltshire Council advised
that the bolt on the gate was not sufficient, as members of the public were able to place their hand over
the top of the gate and unbolt the lock. This was deemed not to meet required safeguarding

rrangements. A new padlock was subsequently placed on the bolt, in approximately 2010, and an
intercom installed for parents and visitors to the school to have access to the school office during school
hours.

Following further visits by both the H&S officer and also Clara Davis from the School Building & Premises at
Wiltshire Council funding was made avatlable to the school in 2011 for a mechanical lock set on a timer to
be installed.

In my time at Urchfont School the gate was always locked during school hours to ensure protection for the
pupils and staff at all times. Members of staff were required to challenge any persons, without permission,
on the school grounds and playing field.



Letter fo Ms B Burke

R

The school, in my opinion, have always tried to work with the local Parish Council by allowing the local
community to use the school playing field outside of school hours even though staff would, on a regular
hasis, clear dogs mess, empty discarded bottles and glass from the field in order for pupils to access the
school field safely!

I still work as a School Business Manager in a much larger and challenging school in Wiltshire and
understand the duty school staff and governors have on ensuring pupils are kept safe in an environment
consistent with the provision of safe and effective care. We know school staff have a duty to protect
children from strangers, but also school staff can sometimes need protecting from estranged parents,
abusive parents and members of the public. With this in mind the risk of something happening will
become greater if the school site is not secured and a Right of Way is granted through the school grounds.
Urchfont School is situated in a beautiful location and | believe the school has done everything it can to
keep the ‘village’ feel to the school. To expect the school to accommaodate strangers walking through the
school grounds is in my opinion a step too farl

If you would like further clarification to my objection please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely

it ST

Mrs. Wendy Assirati



Mrs R. Atkins

Andover
SP11 8HQ
25/11/15
Ms B Burke

Rights of Way, Waste & Environment

Witlshire Council

Bythesea Road

Trowbridge

Wiltshire

BA14 8IN

Dear Ms. Burke,

Re: Objection to the application to add a footpath to the definitive map

through Urchfont School grounds.

I am writing to object to the order on the grounds that it is my belief that the stated
path has never been and would never have been intended to be a Public Right of
Way.

I currently work at the school and have done so since April 2013, 1t was made very
clear during my induction process that the path from the Top Green to the school
was solely for use by parents and visitors who had business with the school and/or
pre-school and who required access accordingly. As part of my induction process I
was also informed that part of my duties included a responsibility for ensuring school
access to the school grounds during school hours were secured. This was to be
done by ensuring that the pedestrian gate to the Top Green was locked (either by
the electro-magnetic timer or manual bolt should there be disruption to the electrical
supply) throughout the school day as well as closing the wooden double gates
towards the bottom of the school drive if 1 was the last person to leave in an
evening. [ was not expected to lock the wooden swing gates at the end of the
pedestrian path where it meets the top green which I understood to have been
locked historically some time prior to my starting at the school and still has an old
chain and padlock attached.

During my time in post there have been signs on the gates indicating that it was the
entrance to the school and unauthorised access was prohibited. It was my
understanding that anybody entering the school grounds during the school day for
non-school business purposes did so without the permission of the school and would
have been challenged by a member of the staff in accordance with the school’s site
security and safeguarding procedures. During my time in post I have only known of
a very small number of instances where this has needed to happen and remember
onty personally needing to approach unknown persons on thiee occasions:

» a small group of teenagers who had started their summer holiday early and

wanted to play on the field



> 4[5 adults who walked up the drive and were on a nostalgic visit to look at
one of the houses bordering the school drive which had come up for sale and
which had been built by somebody within their family.

A lady with a pushchair who wasn't sure how to get to the community play
area and prior to the sunflower gate (located in front of the kitchen and near
to the school playground) being installed.

k1

To the best of my memory I am not aware of any member of the public attempting
to gain access through the school grounds from the path leading from the Top
Green in order to reach the woods or playing field by requesting either myself or
other members of staff to unlock the gate during school hours whilst T have been
working at the school.

Yours Sincerely

o T

Rachael Atkins
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URCHFONT C,&. (CONT.) SCHOOL
Information for
Parents ;
-5».,\“\
[
(‘v'\)'u__,‘
3chool Hours Ve A

Morning Session 9.00 hrge -  12.00 hrs. Do, :a\~dﬁ%»

Lunch Session 12,00 hrs. ~ 13,25 hrs. iiiﬁiwy%ﬁ Ahfiﬂ

Afternoon Session 13.25 hrs. - 15.30 hrs. '

Bxcept in excepbional cases or emergencies, there shouldn't be any need for =
child to be at school before 8.45 hrs. in the morning. In the same way, if a child
lunches at home, there is no rsal need to be back before 13.15 hrg. unless they have
a lunch time activity or in exceptional circumstences.

Change of Mootwaar

A8 there are a large number of carpets in the school it will be necessary for
the children to havo a change of footwear, e.g. plimsoles, slippers or soft shoes,
in order to maintain the carpets in good condition. I am sure you all appreciato
ihe need for this in view of the mud, ete. which will undoubtedly cxist around the
Schoel in the winter.

Farking of clothing

The clear marking of all items of clothing with the child'e name is casential
if we are to help you find your child's clothes should they become lost.

P.li. Kit

Now that we have an area in the School which can be used for P.l. and movement
aild a field which can be used for games, there will be regular times set aside for
these activities. In view of this a change of clothing, i.e. P.H. Kit is advisable
for health reasons and in order to preserve their school clothing. 1 suggest that
the children will nooedi~

Boya - a pair of P.B. shoris prefersnbly black or white
~ & P.3. singlet, if possible.
~ plimsoles for playground work.

Girls — a pair of P.B. pants, preferably black or white
=~ & P.HE. ginglet, if possible.

-~ plimgeoles for playground work.

For games it is desirable that all boys should have shorts, shirt, change of
socks and a pair of boots or training shoes.

Girls also neod to change into either z pair of shorts or pants and P.E. singlot,
with plimsoles on their feet.

Irack suits are, of course, very useful and may be worn if a child so wishos.

It weuld greatly assist the School and yourselves if the kit is kopt in =
drawstring basy in this way it will cut down the opportunity for kit to be misplaced.

ﬁrt/Craft Lpron

1t is advisable for all children 4o have an apron or old shirt, which will
cover their arms and trunk, so that when partaking in firts or Creft work their
normed clothes are protectod as wmuch as possible.



Dinner Koncy

Tn order to help the School edmiristration and the ordering of lunches, I
should be extromely grateful if all ¢inners thet arc reguired for the wesk zre
paid for on Hondays. :

Sweats, et

Somae of you may fecl it necessary for your child 4o have sxira nourishment
during the morning. This being so T would sugggst that fruit may be more beneficial
and less damaging to their testh than sweets and crisps, stc.

Dioyelios

Tn view of the extra distance invelved for some children in getting to School,
it may be necessary for some children to ride their bicyecles to School; .. Crocks
Piscs, Uphill, Welnut Closu and The Croft.

Howevar, in the interests of your child, only those who have passed thoeir
Cyoling Proficicney Test will be permitted to bring their bicyeles,

School Drive

Tyxcopt in exceptional circumstances, heavy raln, e¢te. T should be grateful if
the main drive %o the school is not used for transporting children to School, as
thoy can be dropped at the Greon and walk through the specially constructed
passagevay. ‘

Finally, should anyone wish tc sec any member of staff or myself about anything
concerning their child, whers possible, if you could make an appoiniment first, it
would he extremcly holpful to those concerned.

1 am ustally available

8,30 =~ 5,00 a.m. any day
3,30 = 4,30 peme any day

Most Monday and Thursday mornings



Uphill
Urchfont
Devizes
SN10 45B

24 November 20135

Ms B Burke

Rights of Way, Waste and Environment,
Wiltshire Council,

County Hall,

Bythesea Road,

Trowbridge,

BAI14 8JN

Dear Ms Burke,
RIGHT OF WAY THROUGH URCHFONT SCHOOL,

In response to your letter dated the 29/10/2015 please find enclosed the plan of the area the original
copies show the positioning of the boarded, framed ledged and braced gates.

The gate closer to the school was the gate that was locked and the Head teacher of the school was
responsible for the gate locking,

My understanding of the procedure was the gate was unlocked for children to come to school in the
morning then locked until time for the children to leave school at the end of the school day, relocked
restricting access to the school grounds from the top green.

T am of the firm opinion that, up to 1994 at the earliest, the path from Top Green to the school was at
times kept locked and that any claim for that path to be a public right of way is unfounded. Iam
therefore writing to object to the order for a public right of way to be established through Urchfont
school grounds.

Yours faithfully, 4

Peter M Bailey



Date: 29/10/2018
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Uphili
Urchfont
Devizes
SN10 45B

27 October 2015

Ms B Burke

Rights of Way, Waste and Environment,
Wiltshire Council,

County Hall,

Bythesea Road,

Trowbridge,

BAI4 8IN

Dear Madam,
RIGHT OF WAY THROUGH URCHFONT SCHOOL

1 understand that an application has been made for a public right of way through Urchfont School and
that there is a period ending 30" November during which objections may be lodged.

[ have lived in Urchfont since 1974. My two children went to Urchfont Primary School during the
period from 1984 to 1994 and 1 was a pavent governor at the school from 1989 to 1998, In addition 1
was on the Urchfont Playing Field committee from 1980 to 1998 Therefore 1 am well acquainted with
the school and the matters that governors had to address.

As a parent governor I distinctly remember that there were continuous problems with people making
unauthorised entry into the school site along the pathway from Top Green. That pathway had been
created solely for parents and children to get to school. The alleyway was initially locked all the time
at the top and bottom for a while. However, people kept damaging the gates by climbing over them,
so it was eventually decided to keep the gates locked during school hours only. Even then the
concession was abused by the public, leading to much debate at governors’ meetings as how to deal
with the situation. When my younger daughter left the school in 1994 the gate was definitely locked
during school hours, but 1 cannot be certain what happened after that.

Throughout the time that T was actively associated with the school and the village playing field I had a
clear understanding that the pathway from Top Green to the school was not a right of way for the
general public and was always a pedestrian access to the school solely for parents and pupils. To the
best of my knowledge there was also a clear understanding that, during school hours, access to the
playing field for the general public was through the gate in Crookwood Lane. There was also an
ongoing issue of dogs on the playing field and around the school that meant that dog mess was a
problem for the school.

} am of the firm opinion that, up to 1994 at the earliest, the path from Top Green to the school was at
times kept locked and that any claim for that path to be a public right of way is unfounded.

Yours faithfully, f /7 -'ﬁ/]i j ”

Peter M Bailey



4 November 2015

Ms B Burke

Rights of Way, Waste and Environment,
Wiltshire Council,

County Hall,

Bythesea Road,

Trowbridge,

BA14 8IN

Pear Madam,
OBJECTION TO RIGHT OF WAY THROUGH URCHFONT SCHOOL

1 am writing to object to the Wiltshire Council order confirming a public right of way through
Urchfont School grounds. It is appropriate for me to declare a non-pecuniary interest in this
matter as 1 am currently a Foundation Governor of the school.

1 am aware of the allegation that a right of way existed through the school grounds from
Urchfont Top Green for 20 years prior to that right of way being brought into question in late
October 2011 when a mechanical locking device and intercom system were installed at the
entrance gate at the top of the alley footpath. I have it on good authority from the
headteacher that the system was instatled during the half term penod at the end of Term One,
which would have been the last week of October 2011,

In late September 2011 I volunteered to become a school governor. [ was asked by the clerk
to the governors to deliver a formal letter to the school offering my services. Unfortunately, 1
do not have a copy of that letter, which was hand written. However, it was definitely dated
before Wednesday 5 October as it led to my interview with the chairman of governors at 2.30
pm that day to assess my suitability for the role. I have a written diary entry for that
interview, so there can be no doubt about the date.

1 delivered my letter by hand to the school sometime between 26 September and 4 October
2011. I walked to the school during the school day intending to make my way up the
footpath from Top Green. When 1 reached the gate at the top of the alley further progress
was not possible. The gate was locked. There was no way of communicating with the school
as there was no intercom. | remember being annoyed. I thought about climbing over the gate,
but it was too high. Reluctant to take the long route round Cuckoo Corner to the school
drive, I took a shorter route through Urchfont Manor grounds and entered the school
playground by way of a fower gate just io the west of the Pre School building. 1 had gone
only a few paces when I was vigorously challenged by a member of staff, whom I later came
to know was teaching assistant Mrs Louise Pottinger. She asked me my business. She
promised to deliver my letter to the school office herself and instructed that I should leave

Pageiof 2



immediately by crossing the playing field directly to Cuckoo Corner. | felt suitably
chastened. There was no question of me being allowed to return via the alley to Top Green,

From that single experience it would seem probable that, for some pertod of time prior to 1
and before the locking device and intercom were installed, members of the general public
were prevented effectively from entering the school grounds via the alley from Top Green
during all or part of the school day. Furthermore, there was evidently a procedure in place
that required staff to challenge members of the public that were not recognised as to therr
presence on school grounds.

It is therefore apparent to me that, for some period of time prior to the alleged right of way
being brought into question in the last week of October 2011, the school was effectively
locking the pedestrian gate at the top of the alley and requiring intruders to be challenged.
That might have been the case for some considerable time. 1know not. However, there was
clearly no intent on behalf of the school for some time prior to October 2011 to allow its
grounds to be used as a public right of way and brings into serious question the assertion that
it was. I therefore move that the recommendation of the Wiltshire Council decision report is
unsafe and that the application submitted by Urchfont Parish Couneil on 31 Jamary 2014
should be rejected.

Yours faithfully,

Paul L Bancroft

Fage 2 of 2



Ms B Burke owerhill

Rights of Way, Waste and Environment, Melksham
Wiltshire council, SN12 6XY

County Hali, 012254

o

Bythesea Road,
Trowbridge,
Wiltshire

BA14 8JN

Dear Ms Burke,

Re Objection to the Application to add a footpath to the definitive map

through Urchfont schoo! grounds

I am writing to object to the Order on the grounds that the stated path has never been a
Public Right of Way.

@

Yours sincerely,

I was associated with the school from September 2003 to July 2006 as a Y5/6
teacher.

During all those years of being associated with the school, my clear understanding,
was always, that the pathway from Top Green to the school was a private path to
the school and not a right of way for the general public to access the piaying field

There were two high wooden gates, one at the road end and the other at the school
end. The gate nearest the school was bolted from the school side during school
hours and padiocked during the holidays.

There were signs on the gate indicating that it was the entrance to the school and
unauthorised access was prohibited.

it was my understanding that anyone who entered the schoo! grounds during the
school day did so without the permission of the school would have been challenged
by a member of staff/ but in fact the only people we saw on site were parents on
school business

Janet Barber



Burke, Barbara

L MRS e S
From: Margaret Barclay <t

Sent: 29 Novernber 2015 12:54

To: Burke, Barbara

Subject: Path at Urchfont School Ref BB/2014/01

Dear Ms Burke,

Thank you for your letter of 24" November and apologies for not making clear the nature of the locking device on
the wooden gate.

It was as you suggested a sliding bolt which was positioned at the top of the gate.
Yours sincerely

Margaret Barclay (Mrs)



Peppercombe Lane

Urchfort

Devizes

Wilts,

SN104GR
Ms B Burke
Rights of Way, Waste & Environment 20" November 2015
Wiltshire Council
Cournty Hall

Bythesea Road
Trowbridge, Wiitshire
BA14 BIN

Dear Ms Burke

Re Objection 1o the Application to add a footpath to the definitive map through Urehiont School grounds.

. am writing to object to the Order on the grounds that the stated path has never been a Public Right of
Way.

We moved to a house in Urchfont in Autumn 2005 but | already knew the village weil having lived in
Chirton but Urchfont was always the centre of our social activities. [ have never thought of using the
pedestrian access to the school as a short cut to the playing fields as | understood it was a private path for
access to the school. When my grandchildren visit we always walk around Cuckoo Corner to access the
village play equipment on the other side of the schoal playing field.

Also, as a previous member of staff (2004 ~ 2006} at Urchfont School, working in the schoot office as an
Clerical Assistant, it was part of my remit to lock and unlock the wooden gate during school hours when
other members of staff were not available.

During the school day anyone wheo entered the school grounds without permission would have been
challenged by a member of staff, as security of the children was a very high priority. Having worked at

ther Wiltshire schools/centres over the years, this practise was also carried out there. My late husband
was the Head of Aldbourne St Michael’s primary school for 15 vears, and he too, held children’s safety as
high priority and the importance of challenging any strangers on school sites.

| cannot understand how the councit could even consider a right of way through school grounds! in today’s
world, with all the safeguarding Implications, {not to mention dogs on school premises as not all members
of the public clear up after their animals — as | know to my cost) it seems totally incomprehensible that this
should be allowed. 1trust that this proposal will be rejected and that our local school will be a safe place
for our children.

Yours sincerely

Winrgarat A Barclay [Mrs)



Burke, Barbara

From: Bill Barnett e
Sent: 15 January 2016 10:25

To: Burke, Barbara

Subject: Path at Urchfont School

Hello Barbara,

Thank you for your acknowledgment my my letter of 24th November.
| omitted my address

It's

Eastcott
Devizes
SN10 4PL

Best wishes
Joan Barnett




Ms B Burke

Rights of Way, Waste and Environment,

Wiltshire council,

County Hall,

Bythesea Road,

Trowbridge,

Wiltshire

BA14 8IN 24th November 2015

Dear Ms Burke,

Re Objection to the Application to add a footpath to the definitive map
through Urchfont school grounds

I am writing to object to the above order on the following grounds.

My history with Urchfont C E School spans nearly 30years. I was appointed January 1986
as Admin Officer and also became Clerk to the Governors in 1993. I retired as Admin
Officer in 2005 but continued as Clerk to the Governors. In 2009 I was invited to
become a Local Authority Governor and elected Chair of the Governors in 2011. During
all these years it was my clear understanding that the path from the Green was not a
public right of way but a private path created for, and used by, school visitors only.

The school office was originally on the playing field side of the school (North side of the
building) and on the line of this claimed Right of Way, with a clear view of the school
drive and field. At no time during the years 1986 to 1995 did I witness members of the
public who were not on school business entering school grounds. In fact in those days
the Playing Field was called the School Playing Field by most people, and viewed as
such.

The school grounds as far as we were concerned included the playing field. Of course
we knew that it was used by the Community out of school hours but there was an
understanding that people from the community did not enter the site during the school
day. In fact in the late ‘80s and for most of the 1990's there was a mobile classroom on
the Playing Field in full view of where this right of way is claimed.

The first mobile classroom was provided by Wiltshire Council and the second bought
with funds raised by the Headeacher and the Governors because of rising numbers at
the school .  The Headteacher herseif was teaching the class in the mobile during the
latter period and would have challenged any persons entering the playing field during
the school day. No one complained to the school that we were impeding anyone’s right
of way ~ I would argue because no one saw it as their right of way.

(Please see Picture - item (1) enclosed showing siting of the mobile classroom)

In 1995 a new office was created on the Eastern side of the building. With windows
facing North in the Headteacher’s office and East for the general office. We could now



see anyone who might have come down the eastern side of the building and anyone
approaching from the school driveway and on the playing field.

The back entrance to the school by the path from the Green cannot be seen from the
office. To secure the back of the school site the gate at the school end of the path was
bolted during the school day by a metal bolt positioned at the top of the gate on the
school side. When I first joined the school there were two wooden gates. The one
furthest from the school was removed a few years ago because it was not used but
presumably Wiltshire Council put the two gates there originally for more security.

The gate nearest the school used to have a padiock which secured the gate out of school
hours and during the holidays. Padiocking of the gate was the responsibility of the
Headteacher . I recall that padlocking occurred during holidays up until the late 1990's.
I cannot recall when the decision was made to give public access, out of school hours,
but it was around this time and as a concession to allow the community a short-cut to
the Parish Council play area on the western edge of the field. ( Proof of there being &
padlock can been seen in the document (2) attached (see School Safety Inspection
2004 - padiock hasp removed) .

The gate was bolted not only to keep people out of school grounds during the schoot day
but also to prevent children from leaving the school when in the care of school staff.

The bolt was positioned at the top of the gate so that small children could not open it.
However, this did mean that adults could put their arm over the gate and unlock the bolt
from the other side. It was part of my job to check that the gate was bolted when all
the children were safely in school. Sometimes, parents would forget to re-bolt the gate
or were not tall enough to do so. Members of staff including myself would naturally
check the gate as we passed on the course of our duties and re-lock if we saw it was
unholted. We were safeguarding the children as much as stopping unwanted persons
because that path led onto a main road in the village so it was important to us to make
sure it was bolted.

This gate has always been well over 5ft in height. If you were not a member of the
school community and approached the school down the pedestrian pathway, and did not
know how the gate was locked you would not be abie to pass through. Anyone not on
school business, but knowing where the bolt was situated, would have had to be tall
enough to get their arm over the gate to pull the bolt Shorter people would have had to
turn back and walk around Cuckoo corner That g ng always [a 2, &
barrier, showing our intent to prevent unauthorused access. Ngt @nlg fm-

adults but for children too, as they too are members of the public

We have also informed the public by way of signage that the path was a pedestrian
access for the school. Unauthorised access was not permitted. Signs were also put
around the playground and field. Unfortunately, going back 20 years to show evidence
of this is difficult as paperwork is destroyed but we do have evidence recorded in
Governors minutes from 2002 and again in 2011 that new signs were ordered for the
site . This evidence was presented to the ROW Department in our original evidence
when the application was made.



In 2004 there is an item in the Redhorn News that the school signs had been vandalised
and removed. (see attached document (3)

Site security equipment has improved tremendously since the turn of the millennium and
in the later years of the '90s the governors installed CCTV cameras around the school
site. This then gave us a view of those areas which could not be seen by the office
without going out onto the grounds. We have to remember that this is a small primary
school. We did not have the funds to employ a security guard but had to rely on the
understanding and co-operation of the community not to ignore our signage .

Further improvements to secure the school site were advised by a WC H&S officer early
in 2011 which resulted in a mechanical locking device and intercom controlled by the
office staff with a monitor so that the person reguesting access can be seen on a screen
in the office. These remotely controlled devices were not available until recently.

At no time did the public have the right to walk through the school site if they were not
visiting the school.

We have evidence that permission was required to use our path and grounds by the
letters we received each year from the Chairmen of the Scarecrow Festival Committee
requesting permission for the general public to waik through school grounds and use the
school path from the place in which they parked their cars.

The Scarecrow Festival grew from a small Village event {6 what it is today, a 3 day
festival attracting thousands of people from far and wide. For the first few festivals cars
parked on the Playing Field but the surface was damaged so much in bad weather that
in later years parking was moved to another local field. However in each case the
Chairmen asked for permission of the Governors for access through school grounds and
down the path for the festival weekend. Letters attached from Richard Hawkins, Robert
Pendry, and Keith Brockie covering the period 2005 — 2014 . These Chairmen also
made a payment to the school for the use of a school facility.

[See documents (4 (1) (i) (i) (V)]

These same three peopie (Hawkins, Pendry and Brockie) are now saying in their witness
statements that there was a public right of way through school grounds. If that was
their understanding, why did they ask for permission and why did they make a payment?
I would argue that their letters show that they knew full well that the school path

and grounds were private.

Documentation from the school’s site security policies and Risk Assessments examples
dated 2005 attached 5 (i) (i) , show that it was the policy of the school to keep the
gates closed and prevent unauthorised access . Members of staff, who were shown
these policies were instructed to challenge anyone on site who they did not recognise as
a visitor to the school. They also had additional CCTV cameras installed in these later
years and could view most areas of the school from the office.

I would also question why an application has only now been made. If these witnesses
had been using the path as regularly as they state, during school hours and felt
aggrieved that a mechanical lock was fitted to the gate in 2011 which impeded their
public right of way, why did they not draw this to the attention of the school or the



Parish Council immediately. Why did they not ring the bell on the gate to request entry
to what they are claiming is their Right of Way?

The only complaints we had at that time were from the Pre School management
committee who are on our site and were concerned that their parents would not be able
to pass through the mechanical lock to get into pre-school. However, as the gate was
visible and remotely controlled from the office we were able to assuage their concerns.

The school did not received any complaints from these witnesses or any other member
of the public for that matter and I believe neither did the Parish Council. The reason
being that the normal route, during school hours, to access Qakfrith Wood and the
Western side of the playing field was a permissive path through the Urchfont Manor
grounds. On the sale of the Manor it was realised that the permissive path would be
closed and when Wiltshire Council and Urchfont Parish Council ruled out other possible
routes they went for access through the school.

Yours sincerely,

Joan Barnett (Mrs)

4
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PRIMARY &CHOO L

This has been a very busy and enjoyable term for everyone at school. There have been lots
of educational visits and our end of term entertainment: from children from Key Stage 2.

The weather was very kind to Robins and Chaffinches (Key Stage 1) who had a day trip to
Muddeford. Our Year 6 leavers from Owls had an exciting day at Paultons Park and
Woodpeckers watked to Vicarage Lane nurseries fo learn all about suitable plants for planting
in front of the new school extension. We bought lots of lovely flowering shrubs which were
pianted in the new flower beds in front of the school.

Elizal based on the musical ‘My Fair Lady’ was performed by Key Stage 2 children. This was
a fantastic performance by ali involved with wonderful song and dance routines by our
budding actors.

We said goodbye to our Year 6 children at the end of term service on 21st July at Church,
We wish them well for their future as they move on to secondary education.

We have almost finished our building work in the school and have improved facilities in the
offices , kitchen and staff room. We are all looking forward to the new term in the Autumn
after 2 well deserved rest for everyone at school. First day of the new term is 1st September.

Could you become a School Governor? o

All schools have been required to review their constitution and now Urchfont School has
vacancies for & new type of Governor - a Community Governor. - These are people from the
local.community who would like to contribute to.the smooth running of the managment of their
school and perhaps have some expertise from their working fife which they could offer.

If you are interested and would fike to learn more, please contact Joan Barnelt, Clerk to the
Governors, on 01380 812593. We would be very pleased to hear from you.

Vandalism _ IS TN

Vandals have struck again at the school. Various signs on the schoof site have been
unscrewed and removed. f you find any of our signs around the village or have any
information on who may be responsible we would be grateful if you could iet us know,
Telephoneg 84 0793

School Site D

We are very fortunate to have a beautiful school site alongside the Village Playing Field.

In recent years we have improved our grounds and added adventure play areas for the
children at school. However, the site is not fenced off and we are aware that this equipment
is used out of school hours, Please do not use the Infant Play Area (inside the fenced off
area) and if your children use the other play equipment aut of schoo! hours please take
responsibility for the safety of your children. Thank you,

B
!

Happy Holidays!




PRESENT: 1. Bailey, JI. Baraett (Clerk) p, Frankel, C. Gardner, J. Hanscompb,
F. Hamlin, J. Holion (Headteacher), R. Lee, C. Watts (Chairman)

M. Watts Jormally welcomed Ms Han.sjgomb (New Parent Governor) to the meeting.

1. APOLOGIES: M. Cole, 1. Hunter, E, Milner,

{i.e. this years Vv 5
in the ¥r 6 cohort,

: Holton told governors that Mrs Barber, Miss

5. PAN: LEA "16 £ ‘_
e-xplaingq that i Bovernors agreed to this it could be a problem leading to large class

had written suggesting & PAN of 16 for September 2006, Mus. Holton
if gove '
sizes and eventually the school ‘may have to become a 5 class school. This would

6.ACCESS PLAN: Governors were provided with a chart showing targets etc for the
2004/05 access plan. This chart had been constructed using information from Finance

and Buildings and Staffing and Curriculum sub-committee meetings and the teaching

staff,
Miss Gardner proposed that the Access Plan be accepted, seconded by Miss Hamlin

and agreed unanimously,

7. CORRESPONDENCE: Mrs, Bailey raised the following items for governors
attention:- /

a) Letter from SDBE regarding appointment of Foundation Governors — they must b,
now be regular communicant members of the Church of England, \ \\\ \1 '

\
)



b) Spectrum - states that the school can receive 2 free.copies of School Teacheyy’ Pay
and Conditions Document. ‘Mrs. Holton said that the sehiool had already ordered and
received these . .

¢) Schools are now required to submit absence data to FORVUS on a termly basis.

d) Budget Roadshow -- 10% February, 6.00pm John O’ Gaunt School, Trowbridge.
Mis. Holton and Mrs. Barnett to attend , One extra place booked for a governor. Mr.

Waits agreed to take this place,
8. AOB: a) Request from the Urchfont Scarecrow Committqg‘fog:_:ggggggs:;ﬁam:;:ﬁfiﬂage
Playing Field to VISIONS parking on the field. Governors

agreeable to this only if the school site is temporarily fenced off as they felt that any
accident occurring through the uze of the school’s play equipment may leave them
liable. Letter to be sent to this effect. ‘

b) Ms Hanscomb agreed to sit on the Staffing and Curricnlum committee.

¢) Mr. Taylor said that incorrect information had been given regarding the
Compilaints Policy at the recent Governor Support meeting he had attended.

Mrs. Holton had contacted the person responsible for complaints at the LEA and they
confirmed that the information he had received was incorrect. The LEA would speak
to David Marriot at Governor Support about this matter,

d) Mrs. Holton said that she would be unable to attend the Finance & Buildings
meeting on Thursday 27* Januaty, It was decided to postpone this meeting to a later
date. Member of the Finance Comumittes agreed to ook at the latest Income and
Expenditure statement afier the FGR meeting before being sent to the LEA.

9. REVIEW OF PAN DA: Mrs. Holton led the Go vermors through the 2004 Panda
report. She also presented explanatory papers and urged them torread the document at
home with the aid of these, R

10. HEADTEACHER'S REPORT: This had been circulated prior (o the meeting.
One error was noted in that the student (page] last word) was working in
Woodpeckers. A letter had now been. sent to parents of children in Owls explaining
the nature of Mrs. Barber's illness. Mrs. Barher had requested this,

1. PAY POLICY: This document had been circnlated to all staff in the school.

The final copy had not been circulated to Staffing and Curriculum members but it was
agreed that this document could be ratified by the FGR.

This was proposed by Mr. Lee, seconded by Mr. Taylor and agreed unanimousty.

I2.STAFFING AND CURRICULUM
a) Attendance Policy - this had not been circulated — agreed for agenda ftem
next mesting,
b} SEN Policy ~ this would also be brought to next meeting,
Mirs. Holton asked that Chairs of committee should check with the Clerks to ensure
that the distribution of policies to their committees had been carried out before they
were due to be ratified at FGR.
¢) Election of Clerk to the Staffing and Curricutur Committee. Mrs, Barclay
was proposed by Miss. Gardner, seconded Miss Hamlin, agreed.

13. BUILDING & FINANCE: | i
a) A financial statement had been circulated prior to the meeting,

i
1 "" i
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Urchfont Scarecrow Festival
2 Peppercombe Close, Urchfont, Devizes, Wilts, SN10 4QS
Tel: 01380 840386 Fax: 01380 840741 Email: r.ahawkins@btinternet.com

10th May 2005

Mrs Jackie Holton
Urchfont School
Cuckoo Comer
Urchfont

Devizes

Wilts

SN10 4RA

Dear Mrs Holton

Urchfont Scarecrow Festival 2805

“This year's Scarecrow Festival was & great success and the use of the playing fields as a car park
with access through the school grounds did enable us to reduce the amount of traffic in the village
centre making the event more enjoyable for all those taking part.

The comumittee are very grateful to you for allowing access through the school grounds and I enclose
a cheque for £50 as a donation to yous school funds.

Many thanks for you help.

Yours sincerely




PRESENT: Anne Antrobus, Ingid Bailey, Joan Barnett (Clerk) , Michael Cole, Jane Hanscomb,

JackieHolton (Headteacher), Mark Leckie, Robert Lee, Elizabeth Milner, Brian Tayloy, Colin Watts

(Chairmar), Elizabeth Woolley, Honor Strong (Senior Teacher) by invitation.

1. MEETING ADMINISTRATION

a) Apologies: Jonathan Hunter. Colin informed the meeting that Mis. P. Frankel, (Parent
Governor) had resigned from the governing body.due to family commitments. It was agreed that
a letter thanking Mrs Frankel for her work as a goveror be sent by the Chairman an behalf of
everyone,

b) Minutes signed as a correct record.

c) Matters Arising — none -

d) Correspondence - List circulated prior to meeting. Ingrid drew attention to items of interest
including; : -

Health & Safety Audit Report
Rob said that an Action Plan based on the comments made at the Health and

Safety Audit had been drawn up and would be returned to the LEA.

School Profile _ S :
To be written and inserted in the Dfe web page for the school by the summer,
The profile wonld also be added to the school brochure and circnlated to parents,

2. THE VIBRANT SCHOOL PROJECT: Jackie and Honor gave a presentation explaining
this topic and the work that had already started in school to improve pupils learning powers.
Jackie said that she hoped to'bave a similar presentation evening for parents, - Colin thanked them
both for a very interesting talk.

Honor Strong left ot this point

3. GOVERNOR VACANCIES: The Community Goveror vacancy had been advertised in the
current issuc of the Redhom Magazine but there had been no interest to date. The election for a
new Parent Governor, following the resignation of Mrs Frankel, would take place in-the next two
weeks,

4. GOVERNOR DEVELOPMENT PLAN: Mark provided everyone with 3 template which he
explained should be used alongside the School Development and Improvement Plan dociment
which Jackie had circulated at the last meeting, He suggested that governors should decide what
they thought were the priorities for the governing body and had listed 3 frora the Ofsted report
and Parent/Pupil questionnaire as examples, ' '

After discussion, it was agreed that completed templates be returned to Mark within 2 weeks. A
working party; Mark Leckie, Anne Antrobus, Rob Les, Jane Hanscombe and Ingrid Bailey, to
meet (date to be agreed ) following the deadline to discuss and draw up a draft Development
Plan to bring to the next FGB meeting .

Rob suggested that the Governor Support handbook and the notes from the * New Govetnor

Course” would be useful references when contemplating priorities for The Plan.

5. HEADTEACHER’S REPORT: This bad been circulated prior to the meeting. Jackie
answered questions on the replacement of the Primary Advisor and probierss with the failure to
appoint a new MDSA. Mark complimented the school on the Bedtime Stories evening which,
he said his children thoroughly enjoyed. N

LW

'MINUTES OF A MEETING OF URCHFONT C.E. PRIMARY SCHOOL HELD
ON THURSDAY 2™ MARCH 2006, 7.00PM AT THE SCHOOL

Action

Colin/loan

Rob
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6. PANDA REPORT 2005: explained and presented by Elizabeth (Woolley).

7. RATIFICATION OF POLICIES
The following policies were ratified at this meeting:

Charging, Governors Allowances,  Vielence and Aggression againsé Staff

Proposed by Rob, seconded by Anne, All agreed,

8. COMMURNICATION WITH PARENTS
Jackie suggested she should meet with a small gronp of parent governors and parents o discuss
issues and to find solutions and report back to FGB. Agreed.

9. REPORES FROM COMMITTERS

a) Finance & Bremises

i} Finance Report - circulated prior to meeting and discussed.

it} Building work: still ongoing. A temporary fence would be erected at the front of the school wntil a
permaent structure could be installed. Governors authorized a budget of wp to £15,000 to fmprove
security around the school,

i) Project Review — detailed in the Finance and Buildings minutes.

i) Staffing
iy Class Organisation ~ discussed and two formats to be considered . Jackic to report back to Finance

and Staffing committees after consultation with Staff,
it} Confidential Rem itiy Confidential Hem

¢) Curriculum ~ It was noted that the following subjects needed link governors,
The following appointments were made: _

English — Jane

Maths — Colin

Science - Brian

ICT - Rob.

Mouitoring of other areas would be linked to the SD/IP rather than by subject. Further work neads to

be dong on this and will be brought back to the nest FGB.
Decided that Brias would draw up a plan for governor visits with suggested dates for visits for alf

governors. aud circulate,

Governor Training ~ Those interested in atiending s Governor Update Course on 14" Fme 6.30 -
8.30pm at Urchfont Manor to let Brian know within the week.

a) Pay — nothing to report.

1Z. MATTERS FOR REPORT

The Urchfent Scarecrow Committes would be using the playing field for packing and consequently
requested perminsion to-have access to the walk way aronud the school during the Scarserow
weekend. Arrangements would be as for last vear.

Thiz was apreed,

Extended Schools — LEA running courses on how to extend opening hours of schools as required by
new legislation. Jackic said that this was not & priority at present for Urchfont but that any
Govemors could attend the courses on b@ha}lf;@f the school. Brian velunteered to attend.

!
The meeting ended at 10.45pm L{ /

The next meeting of FGB will be on 26" April. M

" Action

Jackie

Al
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Urchfont Scarecrow Festival (-

2 Peppercombe Close, Urchfont, Devizes, Wilts, SN10 438
Tel: 01380 840386 Fax: 01380 840741 Email: r.a.hawkins@pbtinternet.com

-,

11th May 2006

Mrs Jackie Holton
Urchfont Schoaol
Cuckoo Corner
Urchfont

Devizes

Wilis

SN104RA

Dear Mrs Holton

Urchfont Scarecrow Festival 2006

The commitiee are very gratefill to you for. allowing access through the school grounds and I enclose
a cheque for £50 as a donation to your school funds.

Many thanks for your help.

Yours sincerely

“Richard Hawkins =
Chairman - Urchfont Scarecrow Committee
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X Fw: Scarecrow Festival and facilities Page 1 of 2
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From: urchfont schoot admin fadmin@urehfont. wilke.seh.uk] i *,
Date: 02-Apr-2008 08:26 [N
To: <head@urchfontwilts.ech.uk> 1 %
Co: B *,

Subjact: Fw; Scarecrow Festival and tecliitles

Date: 31-Mar-2008 20:04
Te: _
Subj: Scarecrow Festival and facilities

Urchfont Scarecrow Festival Committee

Dear Mrs. Holton,

I expect you are aware that the annual Scarecrow Festival takes
place again this year on the three days of the Mayday Bank
Holiday weekend (3rd., 4th., & 5th May).

As in previous years I will be iﬁ charge of car parking on the
playing field and will ensure that your playground and
climbing frames are taped off to discourage access. It would

Facilities
I would like to broach another matter with you to do with the
festival.

As the festival has grown it has become increasingly
problematical for us to provide adequate tollet facilities for
the public. Currently we use the Village Hall facilities, paying
a cleaner to look after them continucusly throughout the 3 days.
We also pay the pub to open thelr toilets to the public all
through the weekend. The committee decided that this was still
not sufficient for the volume of visitors we are expecting this
year and 1t was decided ito hire commercial portable toilets at
considerable expense.

I would like to explore other alternatives, and so my question
to you is this: In return for a substantial donation to school
or PTA funds, would the school be willing to open their toilets
to the public over the Scarecrow Weekend? The festival would, of
course, take responsibility for the security of the building,
perhaps provide supervision, pay for a cleaner(s) and would
undertake to rectify or pay for any damage done.

I personally feel it would be infinitely preferable to give the

http://mail urchfont.wilts sch.uk/cp/ps/Mail/ ViewMsgController Hp=INBOX&d=urch... 02/04/2008



Fw: Scarecrow Festival and facilities ) : Page 2 of

schoocl! the many hundreds of pounds we are currently eXpecting to
pPay to a toilet hire company. I cannot guarantee that averyone
on the committee agrees, but I would at least like to explore
your feelings on the subject.

It will not be possible to change the arrangements for the 2008
festival at thisg stage, but if you think there ig the basis for
a mutually profitable arrangement, we could ort something out

or 2009, . S S

I look forward to hearing from you,
Yours sincerely,

Robert Pendry .
Secretary Urchfont scarecrow Festival Committee

Sent from Yahoo! Mail.
A Smarter Inboy.

http://mail weehfont wilts soh uk/ep/ ps/Mail/ ViewMsaC ontrotier 7 p=INBOX&d=yreh. | 02/04/2008



End Cottage, Uphill, Urchifont s
Tel: 840285 Fax; 848238 VD
E Mail: keith, brockie@btinternet.com

s,

Sctrecron Fstiv

2008 Festival

13" June 2008

Mrs. Jackie Holton
Urchfont School
Cuckoo Corner
Urchfont

Devizes

Wilts SNI10 4RA

Dear Jackie,

This year's festival was once again a great success raising money for good couses in
the village.

The, commlﬂea are mos? gm‘fefu& far' the use of ‘i'he. Schooi pa'rhw:xy whsch assisted

funds.,

Yours sincerely,

@W

Keith Brockie
Chairman
Urchfont Scarecrow Festival Commitiee

!



Fro
Date :

To: "Carol Talbot“<head@urchfont wilis.sch. ukv
Subj: Re: Confiemation of letter

Carol,

Can I also make our usuval request to use the school footpath over
the Scarecrow Festival weeskend (Saturday-Monday 3rd, 4th & 5th May)?
I know the path is usually open outside school hours, but we like to
be sure that everyone concerned is asked properly.

Regards,

Robert

From: Carol Talbot <head@urohfont, wilts sch.ulke>
Yo urchfontscarecrows @yshoo.co.uk

Sent: Monday, 6 January 2014, 13:64

Subject: Confirmation of letter

Hello Rob
{ can confirm that we have received your leftter.
Kind Regards

Carol

Carol Talbot



